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SECONDARY SCHOOLS - PUPIL VACANCIES  (23/04/02) 

   

(No. B/209) Dr. R. Beebeejaun (Second Member for Port Louis South & Port 

Louis Central) asked the Minister of Education & Scientific Research whether he 

will make a statement on pupil vacancies still awaiting to be filled in secondary 

schools.  

   



 The Minister of Economic Development, Financial Services & Corporate 

Affairs (Mr K. Khushiram): Mr Speaker, Sir, it is assumed that the hon. Member is 

referring to State secondary schools. Ever since the appointment of the substantive 

Minister as Minister of Education, a new procedure has been adopted, whereby at the 

beginning of each year, all vacancies in State secondary schools in Forms I to IV and in 

Lower VI are filled by an open and objective selection process, through public 

advertisement, based on CPE and SC results respectively, as the sole criteria.  

   

 Insofar as filling of vacancies in Form I is concerned, following the resumption of 

studies in January 2002, 402 vacancies, which existed in 32 State secondary schools, 

were advertised in the press on 11, 12 and 13 January 2002, and were filled according to 

the CPE ranking of the students.  As a result of the filling of these vacancies, 77 

consequential vacancies arose in 12 other SSS, and these were advertised on 29 March 

2002.  The exercise has been completed, and letters are being issued for admission at the 

beginning of the second term.  

   

 As regards vacancies in Forms II to IV, in order to obviate the subsequent 

exercises arising out of consequential vacancies, an open advertisement, irrespective of 

the number of existing vacancies, was issued on 05 and 06 February 2002, inviting 

applications from parents who wish to admit their wards in Forms II to IV in any SSS.  

The vacancies were, subsequently, filled by 11 March 2002 on the basis of CPE ranking.  

   

 Finally, regarding vacancies in Lower VI, again an open advertisement was issued 

on 02 March, and the exercise for the filling thereof has been completed on 12 April for 

admission as from the beginning of the 2nd term.  

   

 At this point in time, all remaining vacancies in State secondary schools in Forms 

I to IV and Lower VI have either been filled or in the process of being filled.  In 

exceptional cases, where the demand is less than the offer of seats, a few places may 

remain unfilled.  The said process will be completed this week.  

   

 Dr. Beebeejaun: Mr Speaker, Sir, it confirms once again the impression that we 

have that such a gouvernement à deux vitesses is a gouvernement with no vitesse at all.    

Two weeks ago there was a scandal of primary school children who had to wait for one 

term and were not admitted.  This time…  

   

 Mr Speaker: I am awaiting a question hon. Beebeejaun!  

   

 Dr. Beebeejaun: So, I'll ask the question: when was the CPE exam held last year 

and for what reason was it held at the time it was done?  

   



 Mr Khushiram: Sir, it does not have much to do with the filling of vacancies this 

year and the process by which these vacancies have been filled which I have assured the 

Member has been based on strict criteria.   

   

Dr. Beebeejaun: I can understand the Minister is not aware of the dossier.  Exams 

were held last year one month in advance of previous years so that vacancies could be 

filled early and now there are students who have missed one whole term. This is the point 

that I am trying to make.  In Form I there are still vacancies at the beginning of the 

second term.  I think this is scandalous.  Can the Minister inform the House when did the 

results of SC come in?  

   

Mr Khushiram: The Member is trying to make a point that the filling of 

vacancies has been taking an unduly long time.  I assure the Member that it has been 

processed as expeditiously as possible, from the information I have been given, and in the 

beginning of the second term all vacancies will be filled and all students will resume 

studies in the filled vacancies at the beginning of the second term.  

   

Dr. Beebeejaun: I think the Minister has made the point.  There has been undue 

delay in filling the vacancies.  Results of the SC exams came in during the first week of 

February.  Why has it taken so long to be filled?    

  

Mr Khushiram: If the Member would come back with a subsequent question 

specifically aimed at criticising the Minister for the undue time he has taken in filling 

these vacancies, I am sure the Minister will have a pleasure to reply.  



  



YEAR 2003 

 

STATE SECONDARY SCHOOLS  - PROMOTION TO LOWER VI - 

CRITERIA   (25/03/03) 

(No. B/64) Mr M. Chumroo (First Member for Port Louis North and Montagne 

Longue) asked the Minister of Education and Scientific Research whether, in regard to 

Lower VI classes in State secondary schools, he will state -   

(a)              if students with 3 credits have been admitted to Lower VI classes in 

2003, and 

(b)             if students without a credit in a given subject at SC level have been 

authorised to offer that subject at principal level and, if so, will he state if the 

same principle applies to students in private secondary schools.   

Mr Obeegadoo: Sir, with regard to part (a) of the question I am going to state the 

existing criteria, in terms of number of credits, for promotion to Lower VI.   

According to PSSA regulations and to the Ministry of Education and Scientific 

Research practice, having regard to State secondary schools, the criteria for promotion to 

Lower VI in both private secondary schools and State secondary schools, in so far as the 

number of credits is concerned, are as follows -    

(a)              The student should have passed the Cambridge School Certificate with 

at least four credits at one and the same sitting; or 

(b)             The student should possess the Cambridge General Certificate of 

Education (GCE - Ordinary Level) in five subjects (including English 

Language) at one and the same sitting with at least Grade C, (that is, 

equivalent to the SC credit) in four subjects.   

 Moreover, under the PSSA Regulations, the Minister of Education has a 

discretionary power to allow a student with less than 4 credits to be promoted to Lower 

VI.    

Such discretionary power may be exercised where a deserving student who has sat 

for School Certificate examinations once or twice, but has obtained only 3 credits and by 

virtue of his age will be over aged for eventual promotion to Lower VI should he repeat 

Form V.   



 The said discretionary power may also be exercised in the case of students who hold 

4 credits, but cannot avail themselves of any Form VI subject combinations offered by their 

school for  lack of a credit in one of the relevant subjects.   

 I have just been informed that two students holding only three credits have been 

promoted to Lower VI in State secondary schools. These have not been cleared with the 

Minister of Education and the matter is being investigated to establish the circumstances 

thereof  and appropriate remedial  action will be taken.   

 With regard to part (b) of the question, neither Cambridge nor any local regulations 

require a credit in the subject to be taken at 'A' level.  Both the Ministry of Education and 

Scientific Research and the PSSA have been guided by the limited number of seats 

available at Lower VI level and have applied the criteria of a qualifying credit in any subject 

to be offered at Lower VI in the past.  For English and Mathematics, the student must have 

a credit in either English or Literature in English and Mathematics or Additional 

Mathematics respectively.    

 In the State sector, for the 2003 admission exercise, there have been a few cases 

where students moving from a Form I-V secondary school to a Form VI college have found 

their preferred combination not being offered by the Form VI college to which they have 

been admitted.  In such cases, the students, having their basic 4 credits, have been 

exceptionally allowed to offer a subject at Lower VI in which they do not hold a credit.  I 

wish to stress that such students do hold the four qualifying credits for promotion to Lower 

VI. 

   In the private sector, schools are similarly free to allow a student to opt for an 'A' 

Level even if the student does not have a credit in the subject - but I understand that in 

order to ensure a high pass rate at HSC examinations, private secondary schools have 

almost invariably insisted on the four credits criteria. I am, in fact, informed, that in some 

private secondary schools only those who have five credits are allowed to go up to Lower 

VI.   

 The PSSA is aware of the above and will advise private Managers accordingly upon 

request.   

Mr Chumroo: Would the hon. Minister consider cases of students with three 

credits, who will be over-aged for promotion to Lower VI be admitted to Lower VI so that 

they may not lose their chance to take part in Higher School Certificate examinations?   

Mr Obeegadoo: I would suggest that any particular case, the hon. Member may 

know of, be referred to the Ministry or to myself. However, we should be very careful to 

guard against any perception that we should be lowering standards. That being said, the 

issue of the age bar is a different matter in itself and in this day and time where we talk of 



lifelong, flexible, open learning, there may be a case in future to review this age bar 

qualification.   









  

 



 



 



 









YEAR 

2005 

 
FORM I/FORM VI - ADMISSION EXERCISES – COMPLAINTS      (08/02/05) 

 

(No. B/31) Mr M. Dulloo (Third Member for Grand Baie & Poudre 

d'Or) asked the Minister of Education & Scientific Research whether, in regard 

to the admission exercises in Form I and Form VI, he will state – 

(a) the system put into place to receive complaints from dissatisfied 

parents/students; 

(b) the number of complaints received; 

(c) the nature of those complaints, and 

(d) how the complaints are being dealt with. 

 

Mr Obeegadoo: Mr Speaker, Sir, ever since 2003, my Ministry has 



introduced the concept of customer care desks to handle miscellaneous queries 

from the public with a view to ensuring effective communication. These 

customer care desks are located at my Ministry's main office in Phoenix as well 

as at the four zonal headquarters in Port Louis, Beau Bassin, Rose Belle and 

Quatre Bornes as well as in one outstation at Centre de Flacq. Furthermore, the 

Private Secondary Schools Authority operates a customer care desk on the same 

principle as does the Mauritius Examinations Syndicate immediately after 

proclamation of CPE, SC and HSC results. Similarly, the Commission for 

Education in Rodrigues also has a customer care service in Malabar. The 

customer care desks are operational throughout the year, but during peak periods 

also operate outside normal working hours, including Saturdays. 

 

Customer care desks are staffed by experienced officers who are during 

the period of resumption of studies briefed on a quasi daily basis by the 

Communication Unit of my Ministry so that parents and students may obtain 

relevant updated information and immediate assistance and advice. 

Turning to Form I admissions, allow me to remind Members of the House 

that in December at the time of proclamation of results, the Mauritius 

Examinations Syndicate issued offers concerning all Form I mainstream seats in 

State Secondary Schools and other publicly owned secondary schools as well as 

half the seats in all publicly funded private secondary schools. In effect about 

three-quarters of students passing the CPE are offered a seat. Thereafter, many 

parents call at the customer care desk concerning admission to Form I. Some 

who have not received an offer seek admission to a State Secondary School for 

their child although the State sector can only cater for 45% of Form I 

mainstream admissions. Others having obtained an offer of a seat in a private 

secondary school seek admission to a SSS. Others still having obtained an SSS, 

seek a transfer to another SSS for various reasons. The requests are in the nature 

of applications for admission or applications for transfers and sometimes they 

may be couched in language expressing a complaint. 

 

Accordingly, it is quite impossible to quantify with any degree of 

accuracy complaints per se. Be that as it may, these requests are processed in 

different stages. Firstly, consideration is given to requests concerning serious 

medical cases and twins. Thereafter, consequential vacancies arising from 

filling of places in private secondary schools are allotted on the basis of grade 

aggregate. Then, remaining vacancies are allocated considering hardship and 

more specially long distance travelling. The exercise has now by and large been 

completed. 

 

As regards Lower VI admissions, it is to be recalled that in the 

public sector, 16 out of 70 secondary institutions offer Sixth Form classes. 

 



Accordingly, the State school students eligible to move from Form V to LVI are 

invited to apply to move to a State Sixth Form College if they so wish.  

 

This year, all students concerned received offers of such places on 31 January and 

02 February save for some 20 students whose results or choice of subject combinations 

make it extremely difficult to accommodate them. Nonetheless, these applications are 

being addressed on a case by case basis. Here again, queries of a varied nature are 

reported by the customer care desk. Some 

originate from private sector students wishing to join State Sixth Form Colleges 

although the relevant exercise has not yet begun. Others relate to students 

wishing to change from one State Sixth Form College to another although in 

general, students would have obtained a college they themselves applied for. 

 

Other requests concern change of subject combinations after the processing of 

application forms and that may sometimes entail a change of college. And of 

course, some requests may originate from students not having obtained an offer 

of a seat for reasons given. Finally, there are also students who are ineligible to 

join HSC classes who still insist on being allowed to do so. Here again, defining 

and quantifying complaints is quite impossible as the hon. gentleman will 

understand. 

 

Nonetheless, it is widely acknowledged that the admission procedure for 

Form I and Lower VI admissions has this year proceeded even more smoothly 

than in years gone by. All representations received at the customer care desks 

are being handled promptly and in the vast majority of cases to the satisfaction 

of the makers. 

 

Should the hon. gentleman have any particular cases in mind, I remain as 

always ready and willing to provide all appropriate assistance. 

 

Mr Dulloo: I wish to seek one clarification, Mr Speaker, Sir. May I ask 

the hon. Minister whether complaints for those who would have liked to obtain 

admission - whether Form I or Form VI - in what is known as confessional 

schools are also being dealt with by his Ministry, that is, those who have applied 

and are not satisfied for one reason or the other? Can they come and seek some 

sort of intervention at the Ministry? 

 

Mr Obeegadoo: The customer care desks are opened to everybody and 

anybody depending upon the nature of the complaint, assistance may or may not 

be given. Maybe three weeks ago, some parents came and said: "I do not have a 

school at all". So, we would provide them the list of all private secondary 

schools still having vacancies. At lower VI it is different. Right now, private 

school students have applied to private secondary schools if their own does not 



offer lower VI and we have State to State transfers. In the very near 

future, in the days to come, the Ministry will advertise remaining vacancies in 

State VI Form colleges to the public at large. 

 

Mr Armance: May I ask the Minister whether his Ministry has received 

complaints concerning reclassification of zones? It is not evident for a student 

of Form I living at Trou d'Eau Douce to travel to Beau Bassin. Does the 

Minister envisage a reclassification of zones? 

 

Mr Obeegadoo: No, Sir. There is no question of reclassification of zones 

at this stage. When we first introduced reforms there were teething problems. I 

believe in 2003 probably we did have quite a number of cases of students 

travelling from one end of the zone to another. This year these cases are very 

few and far between. I just mentioned, in response to the question of hon. 

Dulloo, that we have considered hardship cases, long distance travelling and 

again if the hon. Member has any particular case in mind, he may refer the case 

to me. 

 

 
FORM I TO VI COLLEGES – MODE OF ADMISSION   (09/08/05) 

 

(No. I B/24) Mr G. Gunness (Third Member for Montagne 

Blanche & GRSE) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources 

whether colleges which were previously not admitting pupils in Form I, such 

as the Royal Colleges and the Queen Elizabeth College, will do so for the 

January 2006 intake and, if so, will he state the criteria that will be used for 

such admission. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, as already publicly announced, my 

Ministry will be reinstating Form I to VI colleges and, in the light of this 

development, we are currently considering the existing mode of admission to 

Form I together with the different views which we have obtained from 

stakeholders. 

 

This matter will be looked into carefully, and we will come up with 

proposals soon.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to assure the House that 

everything is being done according to a set calendar, and filling of admission 

forms for Form I is scheduled for Saturday 24 September 2005 before 

examinations starting on 17 October 2005. 

 

Mr Gunness: Mr Speaker, Sir, can I know from the hon. Minister 



whether the regionalisation policy will be kept as it is? 

 

Mr Gokhool: As I said, Mr Speaker, Sir, all implications are being 

looked into and a decision will be announced soon. 

 

 

FORM I 

ADMISSION - STATE COLLEGES    (06/09/05) 

 

(No. I B/220) Mr G. Gunness (Third Member for Montagne 

Blanche & GRSE) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources 

whether he will state the criteria that will henceforth be applied for the 

admission of pupils in the seven State colleges which were previously 

known as Form VI colleges. 

 



Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I take it that the question 

refers to admission of pupils in Form I in the seven State colleges. 

The mode of admission to Form I in January 2006 will remain the 

same as for January 2005, that is, admission will be made on the basis of 

regionalisation, grading, with proximity of residence being the deciding 

criterion in the case of tie-up. 

 

The only new element is that in line with Government Programme 

2005-2010, the Form I to VI colleges on which there is a quasi consensus, 

are being reinstated. In this respect, my Ministry has examined different 

scenarios and for a smooth transition, it has been decided to opt for a phased 

approach spreading over 2006 and 2007. 

 

In January 2006, only seven VI Form colleges will be converted and 

the rest will be converted in January 2007 on the basis of a new mode of 

admission to be finalised, taking into consideration amongst others, the need 

to recognise performance, the importance of subjects like English and 

Science Education and so on. 

 

For January 2006, the list of schools admitting Form I students is only 

being enlarged with the inclusion of seven colleges which were hitherto 

admitting only Lower VI students. 

 

Mr Gunness: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, we are changing the policy. 

There is a judgment of the Privy Council where it is stated that any change 

in the education sector needs at least a minimum of one-year préavis. Can I 

know from the Minister whether this has been taken into consideration in 

this case? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, all this has been taken into 

consideration. As I said, the only change which is taking place is that 7 

colleges are being added to the list of colleges in the regions. We are not 

changing the criteria. 

 

Mr Gunness: Anyway, these 7 colleges were Form VI colleges. Now 

that we are admitting pupils in Form I, I think we must have given sufficient 

one-year préavis to parents. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

The Deputy Speaker: The Minister has already replied. 

 

Mr Gunness: Can I know from the Minister whether an impact 



assessment has been carried out on private secondary schools when we are 

admitting pupils in these 7 State colleges? What will be the impact on the 

private colleges in the region? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I have held consultations 

with the managers and rectors of private secondary schools. I have also 

consulted other stakeholders and there is no problem. Simulation exercises 

have been carried out and the colleges in the private and public sectors will 

admit the students who will be passing the CPE. 

 

Mr Gunness: Will the Minister give the guarantee that in case of 

redundancy employees will be redeployed? 

 

Mr Gokhool: That is hypothetical, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir. 

 

YEAR 2006 

 
FORM I STUDENTS - INTAKE 2007 - ADMISSION CRITERIA    (21/03/06) 

 

(No. B/19) Mr G. Gunness (Third Member for Montagne Blanche 

and GRSE) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether 

he will state if there will be any change in the admission criteria for the 2007 

intake for Form I students and, if so, will he make a statement thereon. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, with your permission, I will reply to 

PQ B/19 and B/31 at the same time as they deal with the same subject. 

Further to my reply to the PNQ of the Leader of the Opposition, I 

wish to state that my Ministry is creating an optimal learning environment 

and in this respect the Form I and VI colleges are being reintroduced. 

 

Further steps have also been taken to ensure the democratisation of access 

and equal opportunities for one and all. I need to state that the 

regionalisation process and the grading systems in force since 2002 

contained many inherent deficiencies which we had to correct, namely - 

(i) the grade A which has a range of marks of 75 to 100 was too 

wide to do justice to the high performers; 

(ii) under the grading system most students did the strict minimum 

to obtain an A and the MES reports on the CPE examination 

reveal serious limitations in the skills and competencies which 

these students have acquired, and 

(iii) the criteria of proximity of residence was not an equitable one. 

 

As from January 2007, there will be a new mode of admission to 



Form I whereby admission in the State Secondary Schools will be made both 

on a regional and a national basis. For that purpose, there will be a slight 

change in the grading system with the inclusion of an A+ with marks in the 

range of 90 to 100. 

 

It is worth recalling that for admission on a regional basis, the same 

criteria which were applied for 2002 to date will hold, namely based on an 

overall grade aggregate, parental choice and proximity of residence in case 

of tie. 

 

As regards admission process on a national basis, it is worth 

mentioning that same already existed for the admission in Form VI State 

colleges and exists in the BEC schools for the 50% of seats which they fill. 

 

This is also the case for private colleges. 

 

In the context of democratisation of access to education and provision 

of equal opportunities for one and all and in a spirit of equity and fairness, 

the principle of admission on a national basis has been extended to the 9 

high demand State Secondary Schools. 

 

Further, it should be recalled that admission on a national basis is not 

compulsory but optional. 

 

Finally, I need to say and wish to assure the House that all State 

Schools will be afforded equality of treatment in terms of infrastructure, 

human resources and any other facilities. 

 

Mr Speaker: Hon. Gunness! 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Can the hon. Minister state whether there 

will be other differences apart from the fact that the admission will be 

different? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I have answered the question, Mr Speaker, Sir. We'll 

make sure that there is no disparity in treatment as far as resources or any 

other amenities are concerned. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: May I ask the hon. Minister… 

 

Mr Speaker: I think the hon. lady must catch the eye of the Speaker 

first. Hon. Gunness has caught my eye. 

 



Mr Gunness: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have two questions. Can the 

Minister, in simple and clear terms, inform the population if there are 630 

girls applying for seats in Queen Elizabeth College, how is he going to 

allocate these seats? Because there are 50 seats only. 

 

Mr Gokhool: It is a simple question of demand and supply, Mr 

Speaker, Sir. The MES will take into consideration the criteria already laid 

out, as I have explained previously. 

 

Mr Gunness: Mr Speaker, Sir, it is not clear to the population. What 

is the criteria which will determine the first 50 girls who will be admitted, if 

all the 630 parents have applied for that college? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I don’t know whether the hon. Member cannot 

understand and is implying that the whole population does not understand. I 

am satisfied that the population has understood the formula we have 

presented. The criteria for admission to the nine State colleges will be based 

on performance, that is, overall grade aggregate, four best out of five or six 

subjects, and we are maintaining the grading system. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. 

Minister, in case there is a tie between two students - two students having 

four A+ - how do we decide which one of the two… 

 

Dr. Jeetah: On a point of order, Mr Speaker, Sir. Can I refer the hon. 

Member to Standing Order 22(1)(g), whereby it is said that – 

“a question shall not ask for an expression of opinion, or… 

 

Mr Speaker: I am sorry. This is not a point of order. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

The hon. Member is not asking for an expression of opinion from the 

Minister. She is asking… 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Dr. Jeetah: Would you allow me to finish the sentence, Mr Speaker, 

Sir? 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

The Standing Order says - 



“…or of a hypothetical proposition:…” 

 

Mr Speaker: Can the hon. Member repeat the question please? 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: I am asking the hon. Minister if he can 

give us some enlightenment on how… 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

It is not hypothetical! 

 

Mr Speaker: Address the chair! 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Speaker, Sir, my question is 

straightforward. I am asking the hon. Minister how, in case two students 

have four A+ - which is not hypothetical; there will be two students with 

four A+ - we will determine which one of the two gets a seat in a national 

college. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, at present… 

 

Dr. Jeetah: Mr Speaker, Sir, it is a hypothetical proposition that she 

is making. 

 

Mr Speaker: I am sorry. This is not a hypothetical question. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, at present… 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker: Order! 

 

Mr Gokhool:…in cases of ties, the MES deals with these issues. The 

same procedure will be applied if ever there is any case of tie. 

 

Mr Gunness: Mr Speaker, Sir, can we know from the Minister the 

number of students admitted in HSC at the QEC? Because it was a Form VI 

college. Henceforth, how many students will be admitted in Form I with the 

new formula? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, each college has a certain number of 

seats. For QEC, 140 seats will be available. 

 



Mr Dowarkasing: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. Minister 

whether he will agree to publish all the exams results, with their grading and 

marks, as soon as they are obtained? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, the MES regulations are clear. 

Individual results are not published. 

 

Mr Dowarkasing: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am not talking of either 

determining A+ or not. I am talking about the marks obtained by the 

students in each subject respectively. 

 

Mr Gokhool: At present, this is not the practice of the MES. 

 

Mr Speaker: Last question, hon. Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. 

Minister whether he is aware that there will be students with four A+ opting 

for a national college and would be deprived of a seat, in spite of the heavy 

work that has been put in? How would this affect the student? Mr Speaker, 

Sir, we know that there are studies that have been carried out… 

 

Mr Speaker: Put the question, please. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: I am putting the question, Mr Speaker, 

Sir. Studies that have been carried out show that when a student is faced 

with such a situation, he may develop a low self esteem just by not being 

allowed into a national college. How shall we deal with this particular issue? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, even at present, for admission on a 

regional basis, this situation arises. If students don’t get one college, they 

will get admission in another college. 

 

 
NATIONAL COLLEGES - ADMISSION – YEAR 2007     (04/04/06) 

 

(No. B/152) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and Floreal) 

asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether, in regard to the 

admission to the National Colleges in 2007, he will state what are the parameters 

set by his Ministry for the selection exercise. 

 

Reply: I wish to refer the hon. Member to the reply, which the substantive 

Minister made to the PNQ of the hon. Leader of the Opposition, at our sitting on 

Tuesday 21 March. Rather than talking of a selection exercise, it is preferable to 



talk of admission of students. In this respect, while admission of students to 

regional colleges will continue to be made on the basis of parental choice, grade 

aggregate and proximity of residence, as has been the case since 2002, admission to the 

National Colleges will be made on the basis of parental choice, grade aggregate and 

relative performance, as provided for in the Education Regulation 1957 as subsequently 

amended. 

 

QEC, ROYAL COLLEGE, CUREPIPE, ROYAL COLLEGE, 

PORT LOUIS – ADMISSION – 2007   (04/04/06) 

 

(No. B/153) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and Floreal) 

asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether he will give the 

number of students admitted to the Queen Elizabeth College, the Royal College 

Curepipe and the Royal College Port Louis in January 2006, indicating the number 

of students who will be admitted at each of these colleges in January 2007, 

following the transformation of these schools into National Colleges. 

 

Reply: The number of students admitted in Queen Elizabeth College, Royal 

College Curepipe and Royal College Port Louis in Lower VI in January 2006 is as 

follows – 

 

QEC – 147 

RCC – 144 

RCPL –171 

 

As regards admission in Lower VI in 2007 in the same colleges the 

number of seats available will be as follows - 

QEC – 150 

RCC – 150 

RCPL – 240 

 

 

SOCIÉTÉ DES PROFESSIONNELS EN PSYCHOLOGIE - LETTER 

TO MINISTER OF EDUCATION        (25/04/06) 

 

(No. B/376) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and 

Floreal) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether he 

will state if he has taken cognizance of a letter addressed to him during the 

third week of March 2006 by the Société des professionnels en psychologie 

and, if so, will he indicate what action has been taken thereon. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have taken cognizance of an open 

letter from one Mrs Gianella Cathan, on behalf of the Société des 



professionnels en psychologie, which was published in the press towards the 

end of March and which related to the new mode of admission to Form I. 

 

However, no official copy of the letter was sent to me or to my office. 

 

As regards the contents of the letter, I wish to refer the hon. Member 

to the reply I gave to the PNQ at our sitting of 21 March 2006 and to clear 

the misunderstandings which emerge from the letter as follows – 

(i) firstly, the new mode of admission to Form I is not a stand 

alone or isolated measure, but forms part of a series of 

initiatives in favour of education reforms which my 

Ministry is pursuing. This is the position I have stated and 

will continue to state in contrast to the view of the 

Opposition, which persists in making a selective reading of 

our reforms. It has, therefore, to be seen in the global 

context of further democratisation of education through the 

reinstatement of Forms I to VI colleges as set out in the 

Government Programme 2005-2010; 

(ii) secondly, by providing for admission on both regional and 

national basis to State colleges, through the new mode of 

access thereto, my Ministry never meant to identify an elite 

and at no point in time have I said so; 

(iii) thirdly and more importantly, the selection process had 

never been abolished between 2001 and 2005 and access to 

seats in Form I to the then Forms I to V secondary schools 

for period 2002 and 2005 was done through selection 

because in many cases, particularly in high demand schools 

as well as in confessional colleges, the demand almost 

always exceeded the number of seats available. MES had 

to choose the best deserving candidates for admission 

through a selection process, and 

(iv) fourthly, the introduction of the refined grading system for 

access on a national basis to the nine State colleges, as from 

January 2007, forms an integral part of our strategy of 

bringing overall improvement in the quality of education. It 

is based on merit, that is, performance. 

 

Finally, I wish to say that in the elaboration of the new policy for 

access to Form I on a regional and national basis to State colleges, all views 

and opinions have been duly considered. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, the hon. Minister talked about the 

view of the Opposition, but I was asking his reaction regarding the views of 



psychologists, professional people. May I ask the Minister whether he has 

responded to the wish of these professional people, because they proposed 

their help? Has the Minister responded to this wish of sharing opinions with 

these professionals? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, together with the opinions expressed, 

there have been many more opinions that have been expressed and all of 

them have been duly considered before the decision has been made. 

 

Mrs Labelle: M. le président, en vue des points très importants 

concernant le développement de l’enfant, est-ce que le ministre est en 

présence d’une étude qui soutient le contraire de ce que ces professionnels 

ont avancé? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have been replying to the question 

with regard to the letter to which reference has been made. There is no 

mention of any study and the results thereof. 

 

Mrs Labelle: M. le président, ces professionnels ont fait part des 

conséquences d’une compétition sur le développement de l’enfant, les 

conséquences d’une dévalorisation de l’estime de soi. Ce sont les points 

avancés par les professionnels. 

 

If the hon. Minister has taken cognizance of this letter, he should have 

noted these points. And, my question is: does the hon. Minister have a 

study, which can sustain the contrary of what has been stated? If he doesn’t 

have, he just says so. 

 

Mr Gokhool: I would request my hon. colleague to carefully read the 

letter, the content thereof. It is based on a hypothesis and the whole 

argumentation is developed on the basis of a hypothesis that this measure is 

going to promote elite. I have never said that. All that I have been saying is 

that students’ performance will be recognised. That is what I have been 

saying. So, the letter is on the basis of an assumption that this measure is 

going to promote elite. The measure doesn’t. 

 

Mr Dayal: I should like to ask the hon. Minister whether the points 

raised in the letter relate to any scientific study that has been carried out and 

which has been referred to in that letter? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I have read the letter carefully and the answer is 

‘no’. 

 



Mrs Labelle: M. le président, lorsqu’on a parlé d’une évaluation - 

sur les compétences de l’enfant en se basant sur les performances scolaires - 

occulte et ignore tous les facteurs, autres qu’intellectuels, qui jouent un rôle 

prépondérant à cet âge? 

 

We all know that there are many psychologists who have written a lot 

of literatures on these issues and I can go on, on these points. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker: I would allow a last question. Please! 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, these are views of a group of 

psychologists. There are many other views of other psychologists and, the 

more so, this is not backed by any scientific evidence. That’s why we have 

taken note and we have dealt with the matter. 

 

Mr Gunness: Mr Speaker, Sir, since we are dealing with the 

education of children, can the hon. Minister confirm whether he is prepared 

to meet professionals who have written a lot on that issue, and whether he is 

prepared to discuss with them and to see what comes out of the meeting? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, let me take the opportunity to say it 

once again. In implementing reforms, we are engaging dialogues and 

consultations, and the request being made is most welcome. If there is a 

request to meet them, I am going to meet them. 

 

 

FOREST SIDE SSS – STUDENT – TRANSFER TO SODNAC SSS   (25/04/06) 

 

(No. B/388) Mr G. Gunness (Third Member for Montagne 

Blanche & GRSE) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources 

whether he is aware if any Form III student of the Forest Side State 

Secondary School has been recently transferred to the Sodnac State 

Secondary School and, if so, will he state the circumstances which led to the 

transfer. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, according to information available at 

my Ministry, 11 candidates applied for transfer to Sodnac SSS. Only two 

candidates have the highest aggregate - 25, 5 A. The demand for transfer for 

the two candidates who fulfil the criteria (i) highest aggregate, (ii) proximity, 

was acceded to as vacancies existed. 

 



I wish to inform the House that independently of the general transfer 

exercise, my Ministry also receives ad hoc requests for transfer all 

throughout the year and such applications are examined and generally 

speaking, if the requests are received in the first half of the school year and 

vacancies exist, they are favourably entertained. If vacancies do not exist or 

if the ad hoc applications are made in the later half of the year, the 

applicants are advised to reapply next year. 

 

As regards the specific point raised in the question of the hon. 

Member, I am informed that an ad hoc request was received from a student 

of Form III from Forest Side SSS for transfer to Sodnac SSS, and as a 

vacancy was available at Sodnac SSS, at the material time, after the general 

transfer exercise, the request was approved. 

 

Mr Gunness: Mr Speaker, Sir, can I know from the Minister whether 

the 11 applications were received from zone three itself? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, the application mentioned a change of 

address and my Ministry has verified; and there was a change of address to 

the zone to which the admission was sought. 

 

Mr Gunness: Is the Minister prepared to table a copy of the change 

of address? 

 

Mr Gokhool: To satisfy the curiosity of the hon. Member, I will do 

so. 

 

Mr Gunness: Can I know from the Minister whether, from the proof 

which is being laid on the Table, be it CEB bill or water bill, the name of the 

responsible party is on that particular bill? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, the fact of the matter is, there is 

evidence which has been provided that there has been a change of address; 

this has been deemed to be bona fide by the Ministry, and the most 

important thing is that this candidate has the highest aggregate and the other 

candidates on the waiting list do not have that aggregate. So, nobody is 

being penalised. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Bérenger: There is absolutely nothing personal meant in that 

case. But, my question to the Minister before I come back on this question 

of change of address: is the Minister prepared to confirm that all procedures 



were followed - there are detailed procedures to be followed - in that case? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, we have to clearly understand that 

there is a general transfer exercise. Once the exercise is over, ad hoc cases 

are also considered if a vacancy exists. There was a list of candidates who 

had applied, but there was no vacancy at that material point in time. When 

the exercise was over, a vacancy arose and, well before that point in time, 

the application was received and it was considered on the basis that that 

candidate had the highest aggregate and the other candidates had lower 

aggregates. 

 

Mr Bérenger: Is the hon. Minister therefore confirming that once the 

vacancy had occurred that the candidate, the families and so on, followed all 

the required procedures? 

 

Mr Gokhool: This is what I am telling the House, that we have 

looked at the case and the parents made a representation on the basis of 

change of address. There is a letter to that effect; the evidence is being tabled 

as well as the aggregate of the candidate. 

 

Mr Bérenger: There is no quarrel there at all. My question is: since 

allegations have been made - apart from CWA, CEB bills - we know the 

problems that have arisen in the past - has any form of inquiry been carried 

out to ascertain whether there has indeed been a change of address or 

whether a pretext is being used? 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Gokhool: I think that we have to deal with this matter very 

carefully because it has to do with students and education. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

We have the evidence of the change of address in the rent book. So, this 

is there and it confirms the change of address. Together with the change of 

address we also look at the other criteria. Change of address by itself will 

not allow students to get access, the other criteria is the aggregate and this 

student has the highest aggregate. 

 

Mr Speaker: Last question, hon. Gunness. 

 

Mr Gunness: This is a case of unfair advantage… 

 



Mr Speaker: I’m sorry. The hon. Member cannot comment on the 

answer which has been given at question time. If the hon. Member wants to 

come back through another means, he can do so. 

 

Mr Gunness: Can I ask the hon. Minister whether the mother of that 

child is not the Deputy Rector of SSS Sodnac and by that way she got the 

information that there is a seat available? So, how will other students … 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker: Order! Order! 

 

Mr Gunness: How will other students know that a vacancy exists at 

SSS Sodnac? 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Gokhool: I take strong exception to the fact that the hon. Member 

is referring to the mother of a student. Any citizen, whether mother or 

Rector, if the procedures have been followed, he is entitled to get a seat. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

I don’t think I can discriminate on the basis of the fact that the child’s 

mother is a Deputy Rector. I can’t discriminate on that basis. 

 

Mr Speaker: Order! Next question! 

 

Mr Bérenger: If you would allow me one question. This is going to 

be with us for a long time. The point is: how do parents come to know that 

there are vacancies so that every child is given the fair chance? 

 

Mr Gokhool: This is a fair question. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I need to clarify this. At the beginning of the year, the 

exercise is undertaken and it is published in the press. Those who want a 

transfer can apply; this is the general transfer exercise. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Ad hoc transfers also take place throughout the year, depending upon the 



criteria. If the candidate satisfies the criteria and the vacancies are there, this 

can be done. 

 

STATE SECONDARY SCHOOLS – LOWER VI – VACANCIES   (25/04/06) 

 

(No. B/389) Mr G. Gunness (Third Member for Montagne 

Blanche and GRSE) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources 

whether he will state if all the vacancies in Lower VI in the State Secondary 

Schools have already been filled and, if not, why not. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am informed that 434 vacancies in 

available subject combinations were reported in the State schools for 

students coming from private secondary schools. 419 applications were 

received, out of which 314 have been favourably entertained. 

 

I am also informed that around 120 vacancies have remained unfilled 

for the following reasons – 

(i) there was no demand for some vacancies in respect to specific 

subject combinations. In other words, the applicants did not 

match the vacancies in the subject combinations available or 

some schools like Marcel Cabon SSS or Sebastopol SSS did not 

attract candidates; 

(ii) some applicants did not satisfy the set criteria for promotion to 

Lower VI, and 

(iii) some candidates may not have accepted an allocated seat in a 

State school for geographical reasons and have preferred to 

remain in the private schools to which they were initially 

admitted. 

 

The set objective of my Ministry is to broaden access to higher 

secondary education while, at the same time allowing the private secondary 

schools to remain a privileged partner in the provision of secondary 

education. Accordingly, all students of private secondary schools who could 

not proceed to Lower VI either because their respective schools did not run 

HSC classes or because the subject combination of their choice was not 

available thereat, were offered seats in State schools where vacancies existed 

and subject to their satisfying the criteria for admission to Lower VI. 

 

In line with our policy of democratising access, my Ministry will look 

into the possibility of re-visiting the existing policy together with all 

consequential implications in order to ensure that in future vacancies are 

filled in an optimal manner. 

 



Mr Speaker: Can I draw the attention of Ministers that when 

answering questions - although I don’t have control on answers – the 

answers must be pertinent to the questions which have been put, and if the 

answers are long, they should be circulated. 

 

Mr Gunness: It seems that a few vacancies still exist and I know 

students who are willing to get those seats. Is the hon. Minister prepared to 

advertise again for those seats? 

 

Mr Gokhool: There are conditions which are laid down, they must 

qualify first. Secondly, they must also satisfy the subject combination. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Yes, but if they don’t satisfy the subject combination, they will not be 

admitted. At this time of the year, I cannot say whether this can be 

entertained. 

 

Mr Speaker: A last question! 

 

Mr Gunness: Can the hon. Minister confirm whether this was not the 

practice in the past? There was a first advertisement after the result, then if 

seats are available a second advertisement is made. Was it not the practice 

in the past? 

 

Mr Gokhool: It was exactly the same procedure. There was a first 

advertisement. We have gone through the second advertisement as well and, 

in fact, there was a third one, to give a third chance to those who were not 

able to get a seat. So, we went through all the procedures; and now we are 

in the month of April and I don’t think, at this point in time, it would be 

proper to conduct another exercise. 

 

 

STATE SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS 

– TRANSFER – DOCUMENTS   (25/07/06) 

 

(No. B/1132) Mrs D. Perrier (Fourth Member for Savanne and 

Black River) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources 

whether, in regard to the procedure obtained for the transfer of secondary 

schools students from one zone to another, he will state the documents that 

have to be submitted. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am informed that transfers from 



one State Secondary School to another State Secondary School in Forms II, 

III and IV are effected strictly on the basis of CPE results on a zonal basis. I 

am also informed that the following documents should be submitted along 

with the applications forms – 

(i) CPE examination result slip (not certificate) obtained prior to 

admission to Form I; 

(ii) copy of the 2005 final (3rd terms) internal examination results, 

and 

(iii) original of CEB and CWA bills for the three months in case of 

the request for transfer from one zone to another. 

 

This exercise takes place during the month of January. 

 

However, it does happen that some applications are made at any time 

of the year outside the general transfer exercises and such cases are dealt 

with on a case to case basis. Wherever required, additional documents 

(medical certificates, residential details, etc.) may also be asked for. 

 

Otherwise, applicants are invited to reapply next year. 

 

Mr Gunness: Since the initial documents asked for, apart from the 

CPE examination result slip, are the CEB and CWA bills, may I ask the 

hon. Minister how is it that in this case, document of which I laid on the 

Table of the Assembly… 

 

Mr Speaker: I am sorry, this matter has already been raised. 

 

Mr Gunness: Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to know how is it that a 

case in Sodnac, a transfer from a SSS… 

 

Mr Speaker: Yes, but that matter has been raised in the House and 

answers have already been given. 

 

Mr Gunness: Mr Speaker, Sir, …. 

 

Mr Speaker: Insofar as this question is concerned, the matter was 

raised, explanations were given by the hon. Minister and the hon. Member 

cannot raise it again through this Question. 

 

Mr Gunness: From the answer which has been given, my question is 

whether in that case the CEB bill… 

 

Mr Speaker: I am sorry, hon. Member. I am giving my ruling in all 



fairness. This matter was fully raised here in this House; answers were 

given. I will not allow this matter to be raised again through this Question. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, with your permission, may I ask the 

hon. Minister whether in some cases, rent books are being asked and, if so, 

why? 

 

Mr Gokhool: In the second part of my answer, I have said that on a 

case to case basis, if it is required, other documents are requested. These 

documents include medical certificates and residential details. 

 

Mrs Perrier: Si je comprends bien, le rent book est un document 

additionnel. Donc, obligatoirement, les factures du CEB et de la CWA 

doivent être soumises. Donc, comment se fait-il que, dans certains cas… 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Comment se fait-il que, dans certains cas, seulement le rent book a été 

demandé et accepté? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Je ne voudrais pas faire la pédagogie de l’honorable 

membre. Au moins, l’honorable membre doit m’écouter… 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker: Order! Hon. Minister, can you please repeat the answer. 

 

Mr Gokhool: I’ll repeat the answer. There is a general transfer 

exercise which takes place in January. After January, there are other cases – 

just now I have the case of a student, who is being assaulted daily and the 

student has made a request to me, as Minister. Don’t I react? 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

I have to react. This is what I am trying to tell the hon. Lady. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker: Order! Order, please! 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, the hon. Minister explained that, in 

certain cases, additional documents are needed. So, may we know from the 

hon. Minister whether the CEB and CWA bills, which are the initial 



documents required, were asked for before the request for additional ones 

were made? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I’ll answer by citing a concrete example. Because of 

the divorce of his parents, a child changes his residential address to go to 

another zone. I am not going to ask for any other detail, except fort the 

residential details. This is what we do. 

 

Mr Speaker: Or the divorce paper. Next Question! 

 

 

NATIONAL SECONDARY SCHOOLS – ADMISSION (07/11/06) 

 

(No. B/1308) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and 

Floreal) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether he 

will state the number of parents who have applied for a seat in the National 

Secondary Schools for their wards who will be completing their primary 

education this year. 

 

Reply: I believe that the hon. Member is referring to State Secondary 

Schools with admission on a national basis. 

I am informed by the MES that the data is presently being entered in 

the computer system for admission purposes and that the information will be 

available in due course. 

 
MES – FORM I - SEATS ALLOCATION – SOFTWARE  (07/11/06) 

 

(No. B/1299) Mrs L. D. Dookun-Luchoomun (Third Member for 

La Caverne and Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education and Human 

Resources whether he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the 

Mauritius Examinations Syndicate, information as to whether the software 

used for the allocation of seats in Form I has been reviewed for the 

admission exercise for January 2007. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am informed that the software that 

will be used for the allocation of seats in Form I, on a regional basis, in 

January 2007, is the same one as has been used in the previous years, except 

for a slight modification to take into account the new grading system. 

 

As regards allocation of seats for admission to schools, on a national 

basis, a new software has been developed and tested, in collaboration with 

the University of Cambridge International Examinations. This software has 

been programmed to take into account grade aggregate and the relative 



performance of the student. 

 

However, I wish to inform the House that there is a uniform grading 

system applying evenly to all students, irrespective of whether they have 

sought admission on a national or regional basis, and therefore there is only 

one exercise which will culminate with the CPE results and the schools 

allocated either on a national or a regional basis on 16 December 2006. In 

this respect, any student who applied for a seat on a national basis and 

succeeds in obtaining one will not be considered for admission on a regional 

basis. Likewise, any student who fails to obtain a seat in a college with 

admission on a national basis will be considered for a seat on a regional 

basis. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Speaker, Sir, will the Minister inform 

the House what criteria has been input in the software for the selection cases 

because he has just mentioned that there will be a selection process for 

national colleges? May we know what are the criteria to be used for this 

particular selection process? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, for students who have opted for 

admission on a national basis, the only criteria is performance, whereas for 

those who will not secure a seat on a national basis, they will be considered 

for a seat in the regional colleges and for that the hon. Member knows the 

criteria which apply, that is, parental choice, performance and proximity. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: May I know from the hon. Minister 

whether the Ministry intends, in the name of transparency, to publish the 

results and the ranks of the 630 girls to be admitted to the national colleges 

and the 630 boys to be admitted to the same category of colleges? 

 

Mr Gokhool: There will be a list of boys and girls who will be 

admitted to the colleges on a national basis, but it is not the practice to 

publish the results and the ranks. By the way, it is not the ranking system 

which is being used, it is the grading system. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Well, you can argue on that. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

We are using the grading system. The question is about whether the marks will be 

published. I don’t think it is the practice anywhere. 



 

Mr Gunness: Mr Speaker, Sir, can we know from the hon. Minister 

how, within the 1,260, will the parents be made aware of the 60 students 

who will get the seats in the Royal Colleges? What criteria will be used to 

establish the 60 students who will go to Royal College, which is, let’s say, 

No. 1? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, the admission will be based on 

performance of the student relating to other students, and the grading system 

which will be used has a range of marks. The MES will use the range of 

marks, which is a grading system. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Ranking means absolute marks. If the hon. Member does not know, I can inform 

him that ranking means exact absolute marks, whereas grading is a 

range of marks. The MES will use the range of marks to conduct the 

exercise. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, the hon. Minister just emphasised on 

the range of marks. I would like to ask the Minister whether he can give us 

an indication about how the selection is going to be effected for the different 

national colleges, for example, between the Royal College and John 

Kennedy College when using his range of marks. How is this range of 

marks going to be used? 

 

Mr Gokhool: The MES will have to consider the choice made by the 

parents for the students for specific colleges. Using the software, they will 

run the programme. It is a technical exercise, and I cannot go into the 

technicalities thereof. 

 

Mr Lesjongard: Mr Speaker, Sir, the Minister rightly said it. This is 

a technical exercise. The software has to sort out some values. What are 

those values? It cannot be a range; it has to be precise values. These precise 

values lead to ranking. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I think the software has been tested. 

A simulation exercise has been carried out, and it has worked. I believe that 

it is going to work. We just have to wait till 16 December and we will get 

the result. 

 

Mr Bodha: Can the hon. Minister state how many children, out of the 

30,000 who sat for the CPE, have opted for the national list? 



 

Mr Gokhool: There is a question related to that issue, and I will give 

the reply therein. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Speaker, Sir, we know that to obtain 

an A+ grade, candidates have to score between 90 and 100 marks in a 

subject. Is it true that the MES will break this range of ten marks into two 

levels, namely 90 to 95 and 96 to 100? If such is the case, is it not a 

disguised form of ranking? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I will not agree with the hon. Member. It has been 

published in the newspapers, a brochure has been sent to all parents. It is 

not going to be a range of marks between what the hon. Member stated. It is 

going to be a whole range of marks which will be used for those having 

obtained the A grade. 
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NATIONAL COLLEGES - LOWER VI – ADMISSION (25/03/08) 

 

(No. B/51) Mr G. Gunness (Third Member for Montagne Blanche 

and GRSE) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether, 

in regard to the students who have applied for a seat in Lower VI in the 

different subject combinations at the Royal Colleges, the Queen Elizabeth 

College and the Dr Maurice Curé State Secondary School, he will state if - 

(a) all the students have obtained a seat, and 

(b) the lists thereof will be rendered public. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, filling of vacancies in Lower VI in 

State Secondary Schools is a yearly recurrent feature except that this year 

the exercise has been wider in scope because of a greater number of 

vacancies arising out of the fact that high demand secondary schools like the 

Royal Colleges, Queen Elizabeth College and Dr. Maurice Curé State 

College did not have their own students in Form V last year. 

 



That being said, the exercise of admission in Lower VI is over and the 

near totality of vacancies have been filled and all eligible and deserving 

students have been offered a seat. I am tabling information relating to the 

number of applications received and the number admitted in the four 

colleges. There are a few vacancies mostly in the odd subject combinations 

which have not been filled because there was no demand for these subject 

combinations. 

 

I would like to seize this opportunity to clear a wrong perception that 

currently prevails in the minds of any applicants, the parents and the public 

at large to the effect that in certain national colleges, candidates with average 

results 26 to 30 units have been admitted to these national colleges to the 

detriment of candidates with bright results 6, 7 or 8 units. There is nothing 

sinister about that and has certainly happened, but not in the same subject 

combination. For each subject combination, the criteria used for admission 

had been grade aggregate and in case of tie, it was sub-aggregate. For 

example, in the highly subscribed subject combinations, Maths, Chemistry 

and Physics at QEC, the last admitted students had a grade aggregate of six 

units with a sub-aggregate of three, whereas for the subject combinations 

Food Studies, Biology and Chemistry at the same college, the last admitted 

student had an aggregate of 31 units. 

 

Further, many of the applicants of a national college had applied for 

only one college and only one subject combination, although the application 

form provided for no less than 7 possibilities in terms of colleges and 5 

possibilities in terms of subject combinations per college, totaling 35 

possible choices. 

 

The list of admitted students is already available on the website of the 

MES. 

 

Mr Gunness: Can I know from the hon. Minister since when the list 

is available on the website? 

 

Mr Gokhool: It is available. 

 

Mr Gunness: In fact, it is since this morning that it is on the website. 

 

Mr Speaker: Can the hon. Minister answer the question as to when it 

is available on the website? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Well, it is available. I can’t say when. 

 



(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker: Hon. Gunness, do you have another question? 

 

Mr Gunness: Yes, Sir. The seats have been offered to the students 

since nearly three or four weeks. Can I know from the hon. Minister as to 

why it has taken such a long time for that list to be put on the website? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, in line with our commitment to 

transparency, for example, with regard to admission to Form I, the policy of 

the Ministry is to be transparent and these instructions have gone to MES 

and they have to… 

 

Mr Speaker: The question is so simple. It is about admission in 

Lower VI and not in Form I. Why has the list been put now? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, transparency applies all across, 

whether it is Form I or Lower VI. 

 

SSS – LOWER VI CLASSES – ADMISSION EXERCISE (25/03/08) 

 

(No. B/64) Mrs L.D. Dookun-Luchoomun (Third Member for La Caverne & 

Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources whether, in regard to the 

Lower VI classes in the State Secondary Schools, he will state if the exercise for the 

admission of the students has been completed and, if not, why not. 

 

(Withdrawn) 

 

NATIONAL SCHOOLS – FORM I LEVEL – VACANT SEATS (25/03/08) 

 

(No. B/65) Mrs L.D. Dookun-Luchoomun (Third Member for La Caverne & 

Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources whether, in regard to the 

National Schools, he will state if – 

(a) the vacant seats at Form I level thereat have been filled, and 

(b) he will give the names and the examination results of the students who have 

been admitted in the second admission exercise. 

 

(Withdrawn) 

 

 

NATIONAL COLLEGES – ADMISSION EXERCISE (15/04/08) 

 



(No. B/240) Mrs L. D. Dookun-Luchoomun (Third Member for La Caverne 

and Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether, in regard 

to the National Schools, he will state if – 

(a) the vacant seats at Form I level thereat have been filled and, 

(b) he will give the names and the examination results of the students who 

have been admitted in the second admission exercise. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, all vacancies in Form I of National Colleges 

were filled by the Mauritius Examinations Syndicate in accordance with the provision of 

Regulation 10 (5) of the Education Regulations 1957, that is, on the basis of specified 

criteria and merit. 

 

Out of a total of 1670 available seats 1702 seats have been allocated by MES 

with 854 of the boys’ side and 848 on the girls’ side. Therefore, more seats were 

allocated than originally provided for because of ties. 

 

The last part of the question does not arise as there has not been any second 

admission exercise in National Colleges by MES. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, that is the very reason for the 

question. The MES has proceeded with the first exercise and then vacancies were filled. I 

would like to know what was the mechanism put up to fill the vacancies in National 

Colleges? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I have given a very simple and clear 

answer. There was only one exercise that was carried out by MES and my answer is very 

simple. There were 1676 seats, but more seats were allocated because of ties. There was 

no second exercise. If the hon. lady has prepared a question in anticipation of an answer 

which I have not given, that is not my problem. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the Minister has just 

mentioned that there were more seats made available due to ties. I would like to know in 

which cases and in which colleges such a situation arose and again if they were ties, the 

number of such ties that have been taken on board. 

 

Mr Gokhool: This is a matter which is dealt with by the MES concerning 

admission in Form I. They forecast a number of seats and when there are ties, these are 

accommodated. If the hon. lady wants specific answers as to which colleges these 

ties…… 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

The Deputy Speaker: Next question, hon. Perrier! 



 

NATIONAL SCHOOLS – FORM I – ADMISSION (01/04/08) 

 

(No. B/154) Mrs L. D. Dookun-Luchoomun (Third Member for La Caverne 

and Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether, in regard 

to the National Schools, he will state if - 

(a) the vacant seats at Form I level thereat have been filled and 

(b) he will give the names and the examination results of the students who have been 

admitted in the second admission exercise. 

 

(Withdrawn) 

 

NATIONAL COLLEGES – FORM I – ADMISSION (29/04/08) 

 

(No. B/365) Mrs L. D. Dookun-Luchoomun (Third Member for La Caverne 

and Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether, in regard 

to the 

admission of students to Form I in the National Colleges, he will state the number thereof 

who have not obtained 4A+ at the Certificate of Primary Education examinations and 

who 

have obtained seats thereat. 

Reply: A total of 677 (412 boys and 265 girls) candidates who has not scored the 

top aggregate 4 A+ at the CPE Examination 2007 have been allocated a seat in a National 

College 

in Form 1 in 2008. 

 











NATIONAL COLLEGES – NUMBER (22/07/08) 

 

(No. B/920) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and 

Floreal) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether, in 

regard to the National Colleges, he will state – 

(a) the number thereof as at 

(i) January 2007; 

(ii) January 2008 

(b) if other regional colleges will be converted into national 

colleges as from January 2009, and 

(c) the criteria used for such conversion. 

 



Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the information is as follows - 

 (a) there were nine and 12 colleges admitting students in 2007 and 

2008 respectively, on the basis of merit; 

(b) for January 2009, three additional colleges have been upgraded 

to the status of National Colleges namely Piton State Secondary 

School, France Boyer de la Giroday SSS and Sir Leckraj 

Teelock SSS, and 

(c) as regards the last part of the question, the overriding criterion 

is to create opportunities for students with the best results to 

access the high demand schools on the basis of merit. Given 

that the education system is a dynamic one, and that, on 

account of the on-going educational reforms and the quality 

initiatives, more and more students are doing better and better 

and are expected to do better, my Ministry has to enlarge 

opportunities for them. In designating the National colleges, a 

proper school mapping exercise is carried out where my 

Ministry looks at the public demand and supply of seats, the 

geographical position, the quality of the infrastructure and 

availability of educational and recreational facilities. 

 

As a matter of fact, although admission to a National college is 

made on the basis of performance, nowhere is it provided that 

access thereto should be limited to only those obtaining the 

maximum grade of 24 units. Enlarging access to National 

colleges, not exclusively on the basis of a 4 A+ (i.e. 4 x 6 = 24 

units) but also accommodating students who do not achieve the 

4 A+ but have nevertheless put in the required efforts, should be 

encouraged. Overtime, this will result in higher achievements 

of the many as opposed to higher achievements of the few. 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I have heard the hon. Minister 

mentioning the criteria to get into the National colleges, that is, 24 units and 

so on. What I am interested in is: what criteria have been used to upgrade 

these regional colleges into National colleges? 

 

The Deputy Speaker: Does the hon. Minister mean part (c) of the 

question? 

 

Mrs Labelle: Yes, the criteria used. 

 

The Deputy Speaker: In fact, your question is quite clear. 

 

Mr Gokhool: I have already given the answer, I can repeat it, Mr 

Deputy Speaker, Sir. 



 

The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 

 

Mr Gokhool: What I said is: as regards the last part of the question, 

that is, part (c), the overriding criterion is to create opportunities for students 

with the best results to access the high demand schools on the basis of 

merit. Given that the education system is a dynamic one, and that, on 

account of the ongoing educational reforms … 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Well, this is the answer I have given. 

 

The Deputy Speaker: The criteria for conversion. 

 

Mrs Labelle: I am sorry, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir. Once again, the 

hon. Minister has repeated the criteria to get into this school. He has talked 

about providing higher level and so on. My question is: what criteria have 

been used to upgrade these regional schools into National colleges and why 

France Boyer de la Giroday SSS and Sir Leckraj Teelock SSS? I suppose 

some criteria have been used. 

 

Mr Gokhool: I cannot undertake this exercise without criteria. I 

have just said that I will read the relevant part of it: in designating the 

National colleges, a proper school mapping exercise is carried out and the 

Ministry takes into account the public demand and supply of seats. The 

statistics are available. When we do the school mapping, we project, we 

know the statistics, and also the geographical positioning, the quality of the 

infrastructure and the availability of educational and recreational facilities. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the hon. 

Minister has, on a number of occasions, mentioned in the House that there is 

no difference between a National college and a regional college as far as 

infrastructure and the teaching are concerned. May I ask the hon. Minister 

whether there has been any change in this policy? 

 

Mr Gokhool: In fact, there is a public document, when I answered 

the question of the hon. lady, which is available. And we follow the same 

policy. It is the admission on the basis of merit. Otherwise, the human and 

physical resources are similar. In fact, some of the regional colleges have 

got better facilities in terms of infrastructure. 

 

Mr Gunness: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, now that three new colleges 



will be National colleges, can I know from the hon. Minister how many seats 

will be available for national colleges - how many for boys and girls 

respectively - and out of the three colleges, which one will be for boys and 

which one girls? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I will give the figures as I have them. Seats in Form I 

in 2009: 7,985 in the State Schools, both in national and regional colleges. 

In the National colleges: 1,890 with 945 boys and 945 girls. These are the 

projected figures and we have to wait for the results of exams. And for 

private colleges, the figure is 11,502. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, may I ask the 

hon. Minister why this change in policy? Because, at the start, when he came 

with his reform or counter-reform, he mentioned that all students will not be 

forced into the rat race and that some students might choose not to ask for 

seats in the national colleges. Then, why are we forcing children to enter the 

rat race? Because when we convert the regional college into a national 

college, students from the region will not have the option of choosing to get 

admitted into a regional college? 

 

Mr Gokhool: First of all, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, there is a 

continuity of the policy, there is no change. Because as from 2007 we have 

moved on to the establishment of national colleges and this policy is being 

maintained. At present, there are students who are in regional colleges and 

who stay in the regional colleges. The process is going on whereby every 

school, whether it is national or regional, will emerge as a quality school on 

its own merit and it will have its own characteristics. For example, certain 

schools will emerge in terms of academic achievements and also in terms of 

excellence in science or academic brilliance, excellence in languages. This 

is the process we have engaged upon. They may not agree, that is their 

business, but we are going ahead with the policy of the Government. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

They will never agree! 

Mrs Martin: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I must say that the hon. 

Minister is quite confusing in his answers. Since he says that the quality of 

education is the same in all the schools and that the schools have the same 

infrastructure, on what basis does he choose to put one college as a national 

college and another one as a regional one? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I think I will go back to where we started then if they 

want to open the whole debate. What we wanted to do is honour a pledge 



taken to the nation that we will have Form I to VI colleges and put in place 

the policy is addressing that issue, and we are continuing the same policy. 

 

Mr Gunness: Mr Speaker, Sir, can I know from the hon. Minister 

whether he has projected any figure of national colleges? How many 

national colleges, at the end of the day, we will have? 

 

Mr Gokhool: As I said, this is a situation which evolves. If we look 

at the statistics, if the demand goes on, we have to accommodate the demand 

of the students. But, at some point, a point will be reached where this 

process will have to stop. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the hon. 

Minister mentioned earlier that he is against the competition at CPE level, 

and that at one point in time we expect the CPE to get phased out. May I ask 

him what will be the basis of admission - whether we are going to have a 

competitive exam for admission in National colleges or whether we will 

eventually have all colleges converted into national colleges with admission 

on a regional basis? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Let me, first of all, tell the hon. lady that we believe in 

fair competition on the basis of merit. If she thinks that there can be a world 

without the competition, she is just dreaming. The other thing I want to say 

is that, with regard to the second part of the question, I have already given 

the explanation on many occasions. 

 

Mr Jhugoo: Can I know from the hon. Minister why all his answers 

are so confusing today? 

 

The Deputy Speaker: No. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, in fact, we are all getting 

confused with the different answers. At one time the Minister is saying that 

one criterion is quality of infrastructure and when we asked for the 

difference he said that there is no difference. He now talks about the 

demand. How far is the hon. Minister proposing to go regarding the 

demand? What does the hon. Minister mean by the demand? Is it the only 

criterion of having 4A+ and something like that? 

The Deputy Speaker: It is not only the hon. Minister who is 

confused! 

 

Mr Gokhool: If the hon. lady is confused for three years, I am not 

responsible for that. She has to live with her confusion! 



 

The Deputy Speaker: Next question! 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Hon. Mrs Labelle! Hon. Mrs Labelle! 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

This has to stop now! 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

This has to stop now! 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Hon. Mrs Labelle, I am asking you to withdraw from the House! 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

At this stage, the Opposition Members left the Chamber 

 

The Deputy Speaker: Order! Next Question! 
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