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PRIMARY & SECONDARY LEVELS 

– COMPULSORY EDUCATION      (30/08/05) 

 

(No. I B/161) Mrs S. Hanoomanjee (Second Member for Savanne 

and Black River) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources 

whether he will state what measures have been taken to ensure that 

compulsory education both at primary and secondary levels is being 

complied with. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, it should be recalled that compulsory 

primary education was introduced in 1991 whereas compulsory secondary 

education does not yet exist. In fact, compulsory education up to the age of 

16 was introduced this year, following legislation passed by the previous 

Government in November last year. My predecessor had, in his speech, for 

the second reading of the Bill, last year, underlined that this year would be a 

transitional year. I must point out that the legislation for compulsory 

education up to the age of 16 has been passed somehow hastily without a 

proper mechanism for the enforcement of the legislation and for the 

monitoring of attendance in order to identify those who do not register to 

attend school or who subsequently dropout of the system. 

 

I am informed that, for the primary school sector, the enrolment rate is 

in the region of 98% to 99% and, in spite of the individual efforts of my 

Ministry, the Ministry of Women’s Rights, Child’s Development, Family 

Welfare and Consumer Protection, the Ministry of Social Security, National 

Solidarity and Senior Citizens Welfare and Reform Institutions and Non 

Governmental Organisations, it is very difficult to attain the 100% enrolment 

figure. 

 

As regards the secondary schools sector, where enrolment rate prior to 

2005 was 71%, there is no indication, at this stage, that the introduction of 

compulsory secondary education up to the age of 16 has contributed to an 

improvement thereof. 

 

To ensure compulsory education at primary level, and up to the age of 

16 at secondary level, one has to target the following categories of students – 

(i) those who do not attend primary school at all; 

(ii) those who drop out from primary schools between Standards I 

and VI; 

(iii) those who do not enroll in either in Form I mainstream or Form 

I prevocational at secondary level, and 



(iv) those who drop out from the secondary school before reaching 

the age of 16. 

 

There is definitely need to set up a monitoring mechanism to ensure 

compulsory education up to the age of 16 and to combat both nonregistration 

and school drop-outs at primary and secondary levels. My 

Ministry, in collaboration with other stakeholders, would be working in that 

direction within the broader objective of moving towards a world-class 

quality education, as already pointed out in the Government Programme 

2005-2010. In this respect, one of the measures, which will no doubt 

contribute in the process, is the provision of free transport to students. 
 


