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ASIAN LANGUAGE TEACHERS – ALLOWANCE     (16/08/05) 

 

(No. I B/49) Mr S. Dayal (Second Member for Quartier Militaire and Moka) 

asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether he is aware that no 

increase in allowance has been effected during the last 5 years to Asian language teachers 

who attend to teaching after normal school hours and, if so, will he consider the 

advisability of looking into the matter and take into account the cost of living. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I understand that the hon. Member is referring to 

the teaching of Asian Languages, namely Hindi, Urdu/Arabic, Tamil, Telegu, Marathi 

and Modern Chinese. Classes for these subjects are run after school hours and in some 

cases on Saturdays, mostly by registered schools of respective socio-cultural 

organisations in baitkas, temples, madrassas, kovils and sometimes in Government school 

premises. 

 

Teachers employed by the socio-cultural organisations include primary school 

teachers and persons from outside. Supervision of the work of the teachers is carried out 

by 27 visiting officers appointed from the rank of supervisor/senior supervisor, assistant 

supervisor and teaching staff holding a degree in the subject concerned. 

 

As regards the allowance payable to those involved in the activity, it should be 

noted that prior to the 1998/1999 Budget, teachers of Asian Languages received a 

uniform monthly allowance of Rs500 irrespective of their qualifications. The allowance 

paid to teachers has evolved as follows – 

 

Year Quantum (Rs) monthly 

1976 100 

1987 125 

1989 150 

1991 300 

1997 500 

 

The rates were revised as announced in the 1998/1999 Budget by Labour 

Government as follows – 

University Graduates Rs2,000 per month 

HSC Holders Rs1,500 per month 

SC Holders Rs1,000 per month 

 

Payment to teachers is made on the basis of twelve sessions of one hour monthly 

and in cases where the twelve sessions are not completed, payment is made on a pro-rata 



basis. Visiting officers are paid an allowance of Rs200 per visit up to a maximum of 

Rs2,400 (12 visits). 

 

I can say, Mr Speaker, Sir, that during the past five years, there has been no 

increase in the allowance payable to teachers as well as to the visiting officers. 

 

Mr Speaker, Sir, before contemplating any increase there is need for a general 

assessment and review of the project in the first instance. My Ministry will have to 

examine all the implications and come up with appropriate recommendations. 

 

Mr Dayal: In the same breath, Mr Speaker, Sir, can I ask the hon. Minister to 

consider the possibility of reviewing the ratio of teacher to pupil? Because it causes a lot 

of hardship to such organisations running classes for Tamil, Telugu, Marathi and Urdu. 

 

Even upper classes in Hindi could not be run because they cannot meet the ratio of 

1:25. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, this point will be taken into account during the 

assessment. 

 

 
 
 







 







 









































 
  













 


