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PRIMARY SCHOOLS - STD I - AGE OF ADMISSION (09/04/02) 

   

(No. B/114) Dr. R. Beebeejaun (Second Member for Port Louis South and 

Port Louis Central) asked the Minister of Education and Scientific Research 

whether, in regard to age on admission to Std I in primary schools, he will -  

   

(a)   state Government policy thereon, indicating when that new policy was 

announced and made operational, and  

(b)  since its inception to date give the number of requests for admission in 

this new category, the number of children accepted and the number 

turned down, together with their names and the schools concerned.  

   

 Mr Obeegadoo: Sir, my Ministry has received many representations from parents 

whose children were born in the hours, days or weeks of the year arguing that their 

children would, according to the present arrangements, be unfairly treated and will have 

to wait for a full year, that is, until they were practically six years old to get admitted to 

Std I.   It is indeed factually correct that up to the present time, the practice has been to 

admit into Std I in State primary schools only children having turned five on or before 31 

December in the year preceding that of admission to schools to Std I. 

   

Accordingly, a new policy was devised in order to ensure greater fairness of 

treatment to all, as exceptions to the general rule children who were deemed to be 

physically and psychologically ready for primary schooling might be admitted into Std I 

if born in January of the year of admission.  This new policy which was approved by 

Government in November 2001 was, I repeat, not meant to be of general application, but 

only concerned exceptional deserving cases. 

   

 Being given that this was a new measure, there was need to develop a modus 

operandi for the implementation.  Thereafter, a communiqué was issued in January 2002 

inviting applications for admission. 

   

663 applications for admission to 189 schools were received.  A first selection was 

based on (i) the catchment area; and (ii) the availability of vacancies at the school where 

admission was sought. 

   

After this exercise, 305 applications for places in 124 schools were retained.  In 

parallel, panels were set up comprising a representative of the Primary School 

Inspectorate, the Head Teacher of the school in question and most importantly an 

educational psychologist and the panels were required to assess the psychological and 

psychomotor aptitudes of each applicant. 



   

Despite all the efforts put in by way of resources and logistics, the exercise was 

only completed at the end of February last due to the unavailability of child psychologists 

and other practical difficulties encountered. 

   

A careful assessment of the state of affairs indicated that there were four 

subsisting problems:- 

   

(i)    since the beginning of the year, a number of organisations or individuals 

have expressed strong reservations concerning the whole scheme on the 

basis of both pedagogical and organisational considerations; 

   

(ii)  the parental perception, despite all information provided by the Ministry, 

remains that all children turning five in 

   

(iii)            January, will be admitted which is clearly an unsustainable 

proposition; 

   

(iv)            highest demands have been expressed for schools where classes are 

already oversubscribed and would have justified redirection to another 

school; and 

   

(v) implementation of the scheme in March would have unduly penalised the 

children concerned the more so has the transition from home or pre-

school to Std I is particularly sensitive. 

   

 Taking all the circumstances into consideration, it has been decided to defer the 

exercise to allow for a proper debate within public opinion and in particular as amongst 

educationists.  May I point out that the age of admission to schools has always and 

everywhere been a hotly debated matter as indicated by the recent experience of the 

Republic of South Africa.  And that is why we have decided to reconsider the whole 

matter. 

 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS - STANDARD I PUPILS (21/05/02) 

 (No. B/322) Dr. R. Beebeejaun (Second Member for Port Louis South and Port 

Louis Central) asked the Minister of Education and Scientific Research whether, in 

regard to Standard I pupils in –  

(a)   Government; 



(b)  private schools, he will for each category, give - 

(i)   the number of pupils registered; 

(ii) the total number of classes, and 

(iii)            the number of classes with - 

(A)   25 pupils or less; 

(B)   26 to 30 pupils; 

(C)   31 to 35 pupils; 

(D)   36 to 40 pupils; 

(E)    41 to 45 pupils, and 

(F)    46 or more pupils.  

Mr Obeegadoo: Sir, I am informed that for Government primary schools, the 

situation is as follows - 

(i)                the number of pupils in standard I is 15,134; 

(ii)              the total number of classes is 444; 

(iii)            the number of classes with - 

(A)            25 pupils or less is 55; 

(B)            26 to 30 pupils is 59; 

(C)            31 to 35 pupils is 107; 

(D)            36 to 40 pupils is 122; 

(E)             41 to 45 pupils is 92, and 

(F)              46 or more pupils is 9.  

It is presumed that the information sought in respect of private schools relates to 

State aided private schools, that is, RCA & Hindu aided Schools, where I am informed that 

the situation is as follows -  



(i)                the number of pupils in standard I is 3,876; 

(ii)              the total number of classes is 116; 

(iii)            the number of classes with - 

(A)            25 pupils or less is 21; 

(B)            26 to 30 pupils is 22; 

(C)            31 to 35 pupils is 13; 

(D)            36 to 40 pupils is 55; 

(E)             41 to 45 pupils is 2, and 

(F)             46 or more pupils is 3.  

Dr. Beebeejaun:  I am not sure why the hon. Minister has chosen the State aided 

schools. I asked for private schools; he should have the figures for private schools.  

Mr Obeegadoo: Private schools in the primary sector are of two types, Mr Deputy 

Speaker. There are the State aided schools where schooling is free. Those are the ones I 

mentioned - RCA or Hindu aided. Then there are the completely private in the sense of 

being fee-paying schools for which we have some figures, while others are being compiled.  

Dr. Beebeejaun: May we have the figures available once they are compiled?  

Mr Obeegadoo: Certainly, Sir. 

 

 

YEAR 2006 

 
ARYAN VEDIC PRIMARY SCHOOL – STD I – ADMISSION  (18/04/06) 

 

(No. B/303) Dr. R. Hawoldar (Second Member for La Caverne & 

Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources whether in 

regard to the Pandit Kisto Aryan Vedic Primary School in Vacoas, he will 

state – 

(a) the criteria used for admission in Standard I, and 

(b) the maximum number of pupils accommodated in each class in 

Standard I. 



 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, in accordance with section 10 of the 

Education Regulations 1957, the criteria used for admission to either a 

Government Primary School or to an aided primary school are as follows – 

(i) the pupil should have attained the age of five years on or 

before 31 December in the year preceding that in which he 

seeks admission, 

(ii) he lives in such catchment area as may be drawn up by the 

Minister in relation to the school to which admission is 

sought, and 

(iii) the school capacities. 

 

Admission in aided primary schools is made based on two lists – 

a Government list which includes all the children living in the 

catchment area of the school satisfying all the above-mentioned 

criteria, and   the Manager’s list which includes all children who have applied to 

the Manager of the school, but who may not necessarily live in the 

catchment area of the school. 

 

Priority of admission to Std I in aided schools is given to the 

Government list and the remaining vacancies are then filled by pupils from 

the Manager’s list. 

 

In line with the above, the admission to Std I in the Aryan Vedic 

Primary School, an aided school is made as per the criteria mentioned 

above. 

 

As regards part (b) of the question, to date, the maximum number of 

pupils accommodated in each class in Std I at the Aryan Vedic Primary 

School is as follows – 

(i) two classes of 42 each, 

(ii) two classes of 40 each, and 

(iii) one class of 41. 

 

 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS – ADMISSION – 

FAKE CEB BILLS    (18/07/06) 

 

(No. B/1011) Mr J. C. Barbier (Third Member for GRNW and 

Port Louis West) asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Defence & Home 

Affairs, Minister of Civil Service & Administrative Reforms and Minister of 

Rodrigues & Outer Islands whether, in regard to the recent cases of false 

documents being submitted for the purposes of the admission of children in 



primary schools, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the 

Commissioner of Police, information as to if these cases have been reported 

to the Police and if so, 

(a) obtain details as to the number of - 

(i) schools involved; 

(ii) parents involved, and 

(b) if the inquiry will be extended to the other schools. 

 

The Ag. Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am informed by the 

Commissioner of Police that, on 23 June 2006, the Central Electricity Board 

reported to the Police that suspected fake electricity bills had been used by 

some parents to seek admission for their children in January 2007 to 

standard I in Hugh Otter Barry Primary Government School at Curepipe. 

 

In the process of the verification of the bills, the Central Electricity 

Board found that, in some instances, the names and addresses used on the 

bills were falsified; in other cases, the account numbers were simply invalid. 

 

As at now, fifty fake bills have been submitted to the Police for 

inquiry. Out of the fifty parents involved, twenty have been arrested on a 

provisional charge of “making use of a forged document” and have been 

subsequently bailed out. 

 

Inquiry in the other thirty cases is still being pursued. 

 

I wish to inform the House that the Central Electricity Board has 

carried out an in-depth investigation with a view to identifying any internal 

weakness in its process flow linked to electricity bills. In a report, prepared 

on 12 July 2006, various weaknesses have been highlighted regarding the 

movement of bills, including blank bills and access to these bills. The 

Central Electricity Board has, therefore, tightened the process flow linked to 

electricity bills in order to provide more security and better auditing in its 

billing system. 

 

Moreover, the Ministry of Education and Human Resources has 

requested all Heads of Schools to verify anew the documents submitted by 

parents and to report any case of suspected falsification to the Police. 

 

Mr Bérenger: May I ask the hon. Ag. Prime Minister whether 

anybody at the CEB is involved in the inquiry at this stage? 

 

The Ag. Prime Minister: At this stage, it is very suspicious. The 

answer is yes, but the inquiry is ongoing. 



 

Mr Bérenger: May I ask the Ag. Prime Minister whether he will 

ascertain that, indeed, CEB bills are requested from anybody as far as entry 

to those schools are concerned and that no other documents, in particular, 

the so-called rent books are used? 

 

The Ag. Prime Minister: We will look into that. I may be mistaken, 

but both are used, sometimes one or the other, and I think we will have to 

tighten the procedures. 

 

Mr Barbier: M. le président, est-ce que le Premier ministre par 

intérim serait d’accord avec moi que l’action de ces parents est le résultat 

direct et les conséquences de la contre-réforme dans l’éducation qui 

encourage, encore une fois, les parents à essayer par tous les moyens 

d’obtenir le collège de leur choix. Étant donné la situation, est-ce que le 

gouvernement propose-t-il de revoir certains aspects de la contre-réforme 

dans l’éducation? 

 

The Ag. Prime Minister: Can the hon. Member repeat the question, 

please? 

 

Mr Barbier: M. le président, est-ce que le Premier ministre par 

intérim serait d’accord avec moi que l’action de ces parents est le résultat 

direct et les conséquences de la contre-réforme dans l’éducation du 

gouvernement? Vu la situation, est-ce que le gouvernement va considérer la 

possibilité de revoir certains aspects de la contre-réforme? 

 

The Ag. Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, it is difficult to sort out 

the question from the comments. I draw the attention of every Member in 

this House that this sort of operation, I am sure, has been going on for quite 

a while, in the previous Government as well as the present Government. It 

is thanks to the effort of this Government that we are putting order. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker: Order! 

 

Mrs Labelle: I would like to ask the Ag. Prime Minister whether the 

director of a pre-primary school has been arrested in this particular case and 

whether any charges have been retained against her? 

 

The Ag. Prime Minister: The answer is yes, and a provisional charge 

of conspiracy has been retained against her. 



 

Mr Lesjongard: When a CEB bill is issued, is it not linked to the 

serial number of a meter? Does the hon. Ag. Prime Minister have the 

information? 

 

The Ag. Prime Minister: Yes, it is. 

 

Mr Lesjongard: If this is the case, then, it is a network within the 

CEB which is giving those fake CEB bills. 

 

The Ag. Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, more than that, some of 

these numbers are fake. 

 

Mr Naidu: May I ask the Ag. Prime Minister how far back into the 

past will the inquiry go? 

 

The Ag. Prime Minister: We had a specific complaint and we are 

looking into it. We have asked the other schools to look into it as well. It 

would be difficult to go back in the past. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: May I ask the Ag. Prime Minister 

whether measures are going to be taken to remedy the situation in view of 

ensuring that other students living in the immediate vicinity of the school 

and who have been disadvantaged by this malpractice, be taken on board? 

 

The Ag. Prime Minister: We can only do this for this year and for 

admission of 2007, but it will certainly be completely relooked at. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HUGH OTTER BARRY GOVERNMENT SCHOOL – 

ADMISSION – FORGED CEB BILLS  (18/07/06) 

 

(No. B/1041) Mr P. Jhugroo (Third Member for Port Louis North 

and Montagne Longue) asked the Minister of Education and Human 

Resources whether he is aware that some parents have submitted forged bills 

of Central Electricity Board and of other parastatal bodies to obtain 

admission of their wards in Standard 1 at the Hugh Otter Barry Government 

School and, if so, will he state – 

(a) if these cases have been reported to the Police, and 



(b) the measures he proposes to take to prevent such practice. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, the answer is in the positive. I wish to 

inform the House that on the first days of registration of pupils for admission 

to Standard I students for the intake of January 2007, the Head teacher of 

Hugh Otter Barry Government School had doubts on the authenticity of the 

utility bills submitted by some parents and some parents had drawn the 

attention of the Head teacher on the fake CEB bills on 22 June 2007. 

 

As regards part (a) of the question, on 23 June 2006, the Head teacher 

reported the case to the General Manager of the CEB. 

 

On the same day, the General Manager of the C.E.B who checked 

the database kept in his office, found the bills to be fake. He subsequently 

referred the case to the Police, and the Ag. Prime Minister, answering 

Parliamentary Question B/1011 has given the details. 

As regards part (b) of the question, the measures proposed to be taken 

to prevent such practice are as follows - 

(i) all Heads of schools have been directed to re-verify documents and 

to report any cases of suspected falsified documents to the Ministry 

and the Police; 

 (ii) I wish to draw the attention of the House that all parents are 

required to fill in and sign a declaration form at the time of 

registration with a clause which stipulates, I quote – 

 

“I understand that this is a criminal offence to willfully furnish 

to the Minister of Education, or any officer of this Ministry, 

false or misleading information in connection with an 

application for the admission of a pupil to a Government, or 

aided primary school.” 

 

Furthermore, for admission to Standard I for future intakes (2008 

onwards), the press communiqué which the Ministry issues annually prior to 

the registration exercise will also include the proviso stating the legal 

implications in case of fake documents. 

 

It is hoped that all parents will draw the lessons from the case in point 

and refrain from resorting to illegal practices. 

 

In the medium and long term, the objective of my Ministry is to 

improve the quality of education in all schools so that there is no need for 

parents to resort to such practices. 

 



Mr Bérenger: Mr Speaker, Sir, I put the same question to the hon. 

Minister that I put to the Ag. Prime Minister. From the reply we have just 

heard, it seems that it is a standing request that parents, when they make 

their application, that it be accompanied by a genuine CEB bill. Have there 

been many cases where instead of using the CEB bill, rent books or socalled 

rent books have been used? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, as per the requirements, they have to 

provide documents which are CEB bills and CWA bills. There is no 

requirement to submit rent books. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

But that is for secondary schools. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker, Sir, these are specific to the primary schools. 

 

Mr Bérenger: Mr Speaker, Sir, can I ask the hon. Minister, therefore, 

whether for secondary schools, rent books or so-called rent books are 

acceptable to the Ministry? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I think this is what I said in my reply to which the hon. 

Member is referring. But these regulations which I am citing refer to 

primary schools. 

 

Mrs Hanoomanjee: Mr Speaker, Sir, given the special circumstances 

of Hugh Otter Barry Government School, can I ask the Minister whether he 

considers it fit to have a pre-primary unit based at Hugh Otter Barry 

Government School? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I take note of this suggestion. 

 

Mr Speaker: This does not arise from this question. 
 


