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MARCEL CABON STATE SECONDARY SCHOOL – WALL – REPAIR 

(17/04/01) 
   

 (No. B/215) Mrs F. Labelle (Second Member for Beau Bassin & Petite Rivière) 

asked the Minister of Education & Scientific Research whether he will state what action 

he proposes to take for the repair of the wall behind Marcel Cabon State Secondary School, 

which was damaged following flooding of the school yard in December last. 

   

 Mr Obeegadoo:   Sir, immediately after it was reported that the wall behind Marcel 

Cabon State Secondary School had been damaged, my Ministry assessed the extent and 

nature of work that was required.  Thereafter, tenders have been floated, and a contract has 

been awarded for the erection of a reinforced concrete retaining wall of 28.5 m in length in 

replacement of the damaged wall.  The contract period is six weeks. 

   

 Works have already started last week, with the demolition of the damaged boundary 

block wall and construction of the new wall should be completed in six weeks' time. 

 









 
  



 

YEAR 2002 

 

GOVERNMENT SECONDARY SCHOOLS – CONSTRUCTION – BUDGETARY 

PROVISIONS  (02/04/02) 

 (No. B/89) Dr. B. Hookoom (Second Member for Rivière du Rempart & 

Piton) asked the Minister of Education & Scientific Research whether, in regard to 

budgetary provisions for this financial year for the construction of Government secondary 

schools, he will state-   

(a)              the sum earmarked; 

(b)             the stages reached in the construction works; and 

(c)             the amount spent to date.   

Reply: The answer is as follows:-   

(a)              For the financial year 2001/2002, the sum earmarked for the construction of 

Government secondary schools in mainland Mauritius is R 1 billion.  As regards 

Rodrigues, I am informed that the sum earmarked is R 41.8 m. 

(b)             The information is being compiled and will be laid in the Library of the 

National Assembly. 

 (c)             In respect of mainland Mauritius, the amount spent to date is R 108.6 m. and 

as regards Rodrigues, I am informed that the amount spent to date is R 7.2 m.   

Given the magnitude and particular nature of school infrastructural development 

works, it is all too normal and understandable that disbursements should be very slow in 

the first semester of the financial year, catching up thereafter.  It is to be kept in mind that 

disbursements are linked to progression of actual construction whereas same comes only 

the end of a long and complex process involving, in turn, identification and acquisition of 

land, surveying of sites acquired and soil tests, preparation of structural and architectural 

specifications and actual tendering procedures.  Even after award of a contract, the size 

and timing of disbursements are determined by the schedule of payments particular to 

each construction contract.  Hence, as actual construction works get under way, the 

quantum of disbursements, of course, do pick up.   

As explained on many occasions, construction works are being phased in such a 

manner that all our new State secondary schools and Form VI colleges will be in a 



position to admit students as planned in 2003.  Progress is being closely monitored in 

monthly meetings chaired by the Deputy Prime Minister and weekly meetings chaired by 

the Minister of Public Infrastructure.   

I wish to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the Deputy Prime 

Minister, my colleague Ministers responsible for Public Infrastructure and Housing & 

Lands, as well as their staff and that of the Ministry of Education & Scientific Research, 

for their participation in commitment and dedication to the implementation of what is an 

unprecedented harnessing of the State's resources to redefine the educational landscape of 

our country.   













 

YEAR 2004 
 

MAHATMA GANDHI SECONDARY SCHOOL, MOKA – BUS STOP (27/03/04) 

 

(No. B/59) Mr S. Dayal (Second Member for Quartier Militaire and 

Moka) asked the Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Public Infrastructure, Land 

Transport and Shipping whether he is aware that most buses plying on their way to Moka, 

St. Pierre, Nouvelle Découverte and Dagotière do not stop at the lay-bye at the Mahatma 

Gandhi Secondary School, Moka, to pick up students in the afternoon and, if so, will he 

state the remedial steps that have been or will be taken. 

 

Reply: I am informed by the National Transport Authority that buses do not stop 

near the Mahatma Gandhi Secondary School in the direction of St. Pierre as there is no 

bus stop or lay-by in front of the school, but further down near the Mahatma Gandhi 

Institute. 

 

I have requested the National Transport Authority and the Traffic 

Management and Road Safety Unit to examine the advisability of constructing a bus stop 

and a bus lay-by near the school. 

 

 















YEAR 

2005 

 
STATE SECONDARY SCHOOLS - CONSTRUCTION - 

JANUARY 1995 TO SEPTEMBER 2000/SEPTEMER 2000 

TO FEBRUARY 2005       (22/02/05) 

 

(No. B/128) Dr. N. Issimdar (Second Member for Rivière des 

Anguilles and Souillac) asked the Minister of Education and Scientific 

Research whether he will for each of the periods January 1995 to September 

2000 and September 2000 to date, give a list of the State Secondary Schools 

built, indicating their location. 

 

The Minister of Training, Skills Development, Productivity and 

External Communications (Mr S. Fowdar): Mr Speaker, Sir, with your 

permission, I shall reply to this question. Government embarked, as from 

the very first month of its mandate, upon an ambitious programme of 



secondary school construction. 

 

By means of that programme, the Government wanted to translate 

into action its political will to abolish CPE ranking, regionalise admission to 

secondary schools and introduce compulsory education up to the age of 

sixteen. 

 

The first element of this construction programme consisted in the 

conversion of former State Secondary Schools (Vocational) into new State 

Secondary Schools catering for Form 1 to Form V students. Thus, the 

former SSS(V)s at Bambous (Boys), Triolet (Boys), Forest Side (Girls) and 

St Aubin (Boys) underwent conversion works as early as the second half of 

the year 2001. Accordingly, they were able to admit their first batches of 

Form 1 students as from the resumption of studies in the year 2002. 

 

In parallel, the procedures for the construction of new SSSs/sixth 

Form State Colleges got underway at the Ministry of Education and 

Scientific Research, the Ministry of Public Infrastructure and the Ministry of 

Housing and Lands, to name but these three Ministries. The first such 

school to spring up from the ground was Phoenix SSS in September 2001. 

 

During the next three and a half years approximately, the construction of 23 

other SSSs and VI Form State Colleges started over the island. I am tabling 

a list of all these new schools which are operational as at today and issuing 

either from the conversion works or from the construction works proper. 

 

The following schools which are presently being constructed will 

become operational very soon: 

(i) Camp de Masque State College (Boys) 

(ii) Port Louis Colline Moneron SS (Girls) 

(iii) Vacoas SSS (Girls). 

 

However, I should like to point that there are six new schools where 

the construction works proper have not started yet, but they are either at the 

design stage or at the land acquisition stage. The works are scheduled for 

implementation during the next financial year. These are: Pamplemousses 

SSS, Floréal SSS, Beau Bassin SSS, Goodlands SSS, Quatre Bornes SSS 

and Nouvelle France MGSS. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

SECONDARY SCHOOLS – CONSTRUCTION   (16/08/05) 

 

(No. I B/79) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and Floreal) asked the 

Minister of Education and Human Resources whether, in regard to the list of 38 

secondary schools tabled in the National Assembly on 09 August 2005, he will give the 

number of schools where the following phases have been completed – 

(a) Phase 1; 

(b) Phase II, and 

(c) Phase III 

 



Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, further to my reply given to PQ I B/28 of last 

week, I wish to state that the outgoing Government has claimed on numerous occasions 

that it has, over the past 4 ½ years, doubled the number of colleges. 

 

Mr Speaker, Sir, a college will normally consist of the following amenities: 

classrooms, art room, one laboratory, demonstration room for each science subject, i.e, 

Chemistry, Physics and Biology, computer room, library, workshops for Home 

Economics or Design Technology, administrative rooms for the Rector, the staff and so 

on; sick bay, canteen, toilets and playground facilities. 

 

The information I have already provided clearly indicates that except for RTI 

(boys and girls and Bon Accueil State College) which have been completed, the 

remaining colleges are still incomplete. As a result, in many cases students, who were 

registered at a particular college which appeared on the admissions’ list of colleges, have 

had to be accommodated elsewhere under very difficult conditions, over a period of more 

than 2 years. In January 2006, this situation is very likely to continue. Students 

proceeding to Form IV will be facing difficulties with regard to the non-availability of 

Science laboratories and workshops in many cases. 

 

Due to severe bottlenecks and delays in the overall construction programme 

engaged by the previous Government, phased construction of colleges has had to be 

resorted to.  

 

Phase I, normally, comprises one block of 12 classrooms and one toilet block and 

this phase has been completed in only 30 colleges. 

 

Phase II comprises either another block of 12 classrooms or an administrative 

block or a science block, depending upon the lay-out of the site. It may also refer to all 

the works left to be done after a first phase has been completed. Only 20 schools have 

gone through Phase II. 

 

Phase III involves the full and final completion, i.e, the availability of all 

amenities mentioned at 2 above. 

 

If we take into consideration the information provided at para 2 above, it is clear 

that out of the 38 colleges, 36 have not yet reached the full and final completion stage. 

 

Therefore, Mr Speaker, Sir, it would be factually incorrect to claim that the 

number of colleges between 2000 and 2005 has been doubled. 

 

 



MAURITIUS, RODRIGUES AND AGALEGA – 

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS – CONSTRUCTION – 

DEC 1995 TO JUNE 2005       (30/08/05) 

 

(No. I B/141) Mr P. Jhugroo (Third Member for Port Louis North 

and Montagne Longue) asked the Minister of Education and Human 

Resources whether he will state – 

 

(a) the number of primary and secondary schools constructed in 

Mauritius, Rodrigues and Agalega during the periods - 

(i) December 1995 to September 2000, and 

(ii) September 2000 to June 2005. 

 

(b) the number of secondary schools under construction, indicating 

when works started and the expected date of completion, and 

 

(c) if it is proposed to construct additional primary and secondary 

schools and, if so – 

(i) in which regions; 

(ii) when works are likely to start and the expected date of 

completion, and 

(iii) the estimated cost. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, it is not clear whether the hon. 

Member is referring to schools in the private or the public sector. It is 

assumed that he is referring to the public sector schools. 

 

Regarding part (a), the number of primary and secondary schools 

constructed in Mauritius during the period December 1995 to September 

2000 is 6 and 11 respectively. For Rodrigues, onr primary school and no 

secondary school was constructed during the same period. For Agalega, no 

school was constructed, as two primary schools already existed. 

 

During the period September 2000 till June 2005, 4 primary schools 

and 2 secondary schools were constructed and completed in Mauritius. In 

Rodrigues, no primary school was constructed, but two secondary schools 

were built for the same period. As for Agalega, one primary school was 

built. 

 

Concerning part (b) of the question, the hon. Member may refer to the 

reply I made to PQ No. I B/79 of last week. Two secondary schools have 

been constructed and completed. Construction works have not started in 5 

schools. Furthermore, 31 schools are under construction. I am tabling the 



information regarding the secondary schools under construction. 

 

As for their expected dates of completion, I should like to invite the 

hon. Member to again refer to PQ Nos. I B/28 and B/79 replied to in the 

previous weeks, where I indicated that the schools are being constructed on a 

phase-wise basis, so that it would not be possible, at this juncture, to state 

when exactly the last phases would be completed. 

 

As for part (c), a school mapping and space audit exercise will be 

carried out as a matter of urgency. A contingency plan with regard to the 

provision of science laboratories to students of Form IV in 2006 has already 

been drawn. A policy decision as to whether new schools should be 

constructed will be taken thereafter. 

 

Mr Dayal: Mr Speaker, Sir, with regard to the construction of 

primary and secondary schools for the period September 2000 to June 2005, 

can the hon. Minister state to the House how many such schools were fully 

constructed, fully equipped and fully operational? 

 

Mr Gokhool: The figures are as follows - 

For period 1995/2000 - 

Primary Schools: 6 

Secondary Schools: 11 

For period 2000/2005 - 

Primary Schools: 4 

Secondary Schools: 2 

 

Mr Gunness: May we know from the hon. Minister how many 

schools were under construction? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I have already answered the question, Mr Speaker, Sir. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, the hon. Minister stated that there are 

other schools under construction. May we know from the hon. Minister 

whether students are attending the schools, or are they only construction 

sites? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, the hon. Member is right to ask this 

precision. But, I have already stated in my previous reply that students who 

were admitted to schools on the admission list have had to be accommodated 

to other schools; I am not happy with the situation. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, the hon. Minister mentioned that the 



Phases I and II of the schools have been constructed. So, may we know 

whether students are attending these schools? 

 

Mr Gokhool: In certain schools this is the case, but in many schools 

this is not the case. 

 

Mr Jhugroo: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. Minister when this 

project was initiated for schools that were constructed between December 

1995 and September 2000? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I don’t have this information, Mr Speaker, Sir. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

But, Mr Speaker, Sir, the fact of the matter is that between 1995 and 2000, 

the schools were completed. 

 

 
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS – DECEMBER 1995 TO 

SEPTEMBER 2000 AND SEPTEMBER 2000 TO JULY 2005 – 

CONSTRUCTION – CAPITAL BUDGET     (06/09/05) 

 

(No. I B/208) Mr M. Dowarkasing (Third Member for Curepipe 

& Midlands) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources whether, 

in regard to the construction of primary and secondary schools during each 

of the periods December 1995 to September 2000 and September 2000 to 

July 2005, he will state the capital budget allocated for the projects therefor. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, hon. Members are certainly 

aware that funds are provided in the capital budget on a financial year basis 

and disbursed as per progress of works and provision of contracts. 

 

Primary Schools 

Allocation for construction of primary schools for period 1995/1996 

to 2005/2006 (which covers period 1995 to July 2005), was made under one 

item “construction/improvement of primary schools”. 

 

For the financial years 1995/1996 to 2000/2001 (which covers period 

1995 to September 2000) the total amount allocated for the construction and 

improvement of State primary schools was Rs285.6 m. The actual amount 

spent for that period was Rs257.7 m. 

 

For financial years 2000/2001 to 2005/2006 (which covers period 



September 2000 to July 2005), allocation for construction of State primary 

schools is Rs821 m. The actual amount spent was only Rs171 m. 

 

Secondary Schools 

For secondary schools from 1995/1996 to 2000/2001 allocation for 

construction was made under one item “construction/improvement of 

secondary schools” whereas for financial years 2001/2002 to 2005/2006, a 

new item “construction/conversion/extension of secondary schools” was 

created to cater for construction of secondary schools among others. 

 

For the financial years 1995/1996 to 2000/2001 (which covers the 

period December 1995 to September 2000), the total amount allocated for 

the construction/improvement/conversion/extension of State secondary 

schools was Rs650.9 m. The actual amount spent for that period was 

Rs559.1 m. 

 

For financial years 2000/2001 to 2005/2006 (which covers the period 

September 2000 to July 2005), Rs4,232 m. were allocated for 

construction/improvement/conversion/extension of State secondary schools. 

Of these, only Rs1,893.3 m. were spent. 

 

Sir, as I have already made it crystal clear to this House, in spite of 

this substantial allocation of funds, between 2000/2001 and 2005/2006, due 

to poor planning and poor project management, the 

construction/improvement of secondary schools programme has not been on 

target. 

 

Please refer to my reply to PQ B/79 and B/141 wherein I indicated 

that this situation has caused and is causing serious prejudice to the student 

community and their parents. 

The situation is now being closely monitored and action has been 

taken to alleviate the difficulties of the students for the new academic year 

2006. 

 

Mr Dayal: Can I ask the hon. Minister if he can explain to the House 

the serious delays in the completion of the project? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I have already indicated, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, that 

according to me, and my Ministry, this is due to poor planning and poor 

project management. 

 

 
BEL AIR STATE SECONDARY SCHOOL – 



FLOODING PROBLEM  (15/11/05) 

 

(No. I B/499) Mr L. Bundhoo (Second Member for Montagne 

Blanche and GRSE) asked the Minister of Environment and National 

Development Unit whether he is aware of the flooding problem at the 

Bel Air State Secondary School during the rainy season and, if so, will he 

state what immediate remedial measures are envisaged. 

 

Mr Bachoo: Mr Speaker, Sir, I understand that the Water Resources 

Unit of the Ministry of Public Utilities has advised that the school building 

is constructed on a marshy area bordering Rivière Sèche where the water 

table is near the ground surface. During heavy rains, there is a high surface 

runoff and water from the springs converges to the school. 

 

The Water Resources Unit has further advised to take contingency 

measures during periods of heavy rainfalls and to ensure that the nearby 

river is cleaned of all obstructions to allow a free and smooth flow of water. 

The Living Environment Unit of my Ministry will be carrying these works. 

As a long-term solution, I am proposing to carry a detailed survey of 

the site to identify alternative solutions to the problem. This might entail 

dredging and realignment of the existing river. 

 

Mr Bundhoo: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. Minister when he 

proposes to start the survey? 

 

Mr Bachoo: Mr Speaker, Sir, tomorrow at 1.00 p.m. I am giving a 

rendez-vous to my hon. colleague and other Members for a site visit and 

thereafter we are going to decide. 

 

 

YEAR 2006 

 
BEL AIR SSS - REMEDIAL WORKS     (21/03/06) 

 

(No. B/23) Mr L. Bundhoo (Second Member for Montagne 

Blanche and GRSE) asked the Minister of Education and Human 

Resources whether in regard to Bel Air SSS, he will state if, subsequent to 

the site visit of 16 November 2005 in connection with flooding, any 

remedial works have been initiated. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Sir, I am informed that there is a flooding problem at 

Bel Air SSS, which is due to the accumulation of water from both the 

surface run-off within school premises as well as overflow from the nearby 



Rivière Sèche. 

 

This problem exists for several years now and we have put in place a 

system whereby the rainwater is immediately pumped out by the 

Government Fire Services whenever flooding occurs. 

 

Further to the site visit held on 16 November 2005, I am informed that 

the Environment Unit of the Ministry of Environment has carried out 

dredging works along Rivière Sèche in February 2006. 

 

The issue of flooding has been raised at the coordination meetings on 

school infrastructure held under my chairmanship and attended, inter alia, 

by the representative of the National Development Unit. The latter has been 

requested by my Ministry to carry out a survey and propose a permanent 

solution to the problem. 

 

The NDU has informed my Ministry on 10 February 2006 that a 

preliminary survey has been carried out by its consultant. On 17 March 

2006, the consultant has come up with a proposed solution to be 

implemented in two phases, which is being examined by my Ministry in 

consultation with all parties concerned, subject to availability of funds. 

 

My Ministry is closely monitoring the situation and will endeavour to 

take whatever necessary action is required at the earliest. 

 

Mr Bundhoo: Mr Speaker, Sir, this problem has been recurrent since 

many years. Each time it rains, the same thing happens. May I ask the hon. 

Minister to liaise with my good friend, the Deputy Prime Minister and 

Minister of Finance, to make sure that funds are available and the remedial 

work is carried out as soon as possible? 

  

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, this is a serious problem. It dates back 

to many many years. What I found when I was looking at this file is that 

between 2000 and 2005 - the problem dates back even further in the past - 

no action has been taken. When I took over as Minister, I immediately put 

in a system whereby at any point when there is a flooding the water is 

removed, but meanwhile we are also looking at a longer term solution. 

 

Mr Gunness: Mr Speaker, Sir, in a monologue TV debate the 

Minister stated that this college was constructed under the previous 

Government. Can he now confirm whether the college was constructed in 

1997? 

 



Mr Gokhool: All I know from the file is that the construction of this 

college was completed in 2001. 

 

 

PLAINE MAGNIEN VILLAGE COUNCIL - STATE LAND - 

CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUND   (04/04/06) 

 

(No. B/309) Mr Y. Varma (First Member for Mahebourg and 

Plaine Magnien) asked the Minister of Housing and Lands whether he is 

aware that a request has been forwarded to the Ministry of Housing and 

Lands by the Grand Port–Savanne District Council for the allotment of a 

portion of State land found near the France Boyer de la Giroday State 

Secondary School for the construction of a children’s playground and, if so, 

will he state where matters stand. 

 

Mr Dulull: Mr Speaker, Sir, records indicate that there is an 

application dated 21 February 2006 which has been received from Grand 

Port/Savanne Distict Council on behalf of the Plaine Magnien Village 

Council requesting my Ministry to put at the disposal of the Council a 

portion of State land of the extent of 96m2 for the creation of a children 

playground. The site applied for forms part of a larger plot of land of an 

extent of 5A50 acquired for the construction of the France Boyer de la 

Giroday State Secondary School and vested in the Ministry of Education and 

Human Resources. The Ministry of Education and Human Resources has 

been requested to indicate whether it is agreeable to the release of the land. 

 

In view of the fact that the land applied for, needs first be retrieved 

from the Ministry of Education and Human Resources and subsequently be 

vested in the Ministry of Local Government, the District Council has been 

advised to channel its request through its parent Ministry, that is, the 

Ministry of Local Government and to further indicate when the project 

would be implemented and whether funds are available. 

 

Mr Varma: Could the hon. Minister kindly inform the House when 

was the liaison established between his Ministry and the Ministry of 

Education for this purpose? 

 

Mr Dulull: It was on 17 April 2006. 

 

Mr Varma: Could the hon. Minister inform the House when was the 

district council made aware that it has to apply through its parent Ministry? 

 

Mr Dulull: It was on 31 March 2006. 



 

 

 





PLAINE MAGNIEN VILLAGE COUNCIL - STATE LAND - 

CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUND      (18/04/06) 

 

(No. B/309) Mr Y. Varma (First Member for Mahebourg and 

Plaine Magnien) asked the Minister of Housing and Lands whether he is 

aware that a request has been forwarded to the Ministry of Housing and 

Lands by the Grand Port–Savanne District Council for the allotment of a 

portion of State land found near the France Boyer de la Giroday State 

Secondary School for the construction of a children’s playground and, if so, 

will he state where matters stand. 

 

Mr Dulull: Mr Speaker, Sir, records indicate that there is an 

application dated 21 February 2006 which has been received from Grand 

Port/Savanne Distict Council on behalf of the Plaine Magnien Village 

Council requesting my Ministry to put at the disposal of the Council a 

portion of State land of the extent of 96m2 for the creation of a children 

playground. The site applied for forms part of a larger plot of land of an 

extent of 5A50 acquired for the construction of the France Boyer de la 

Giroday State Secondary School and vested in the Ministry of Education and 

Human Resources. The Ministry of Education and Human Resources has 

been requested to indicate whether it is agreeable to the release of the land. 

 

In view of the fact that the land applied for, needs first be retrieved 

from the Ministry of Education and Human Resources and subsequently be 

vested in the Ministry of Local Government, the District Council has been 

advised to channel its request through its parent Ministry, that is, the 

Ministry of Local Government and to further indicate when the project 

would be implemented and whether funds are available. 

 

Mr Varma: Could the hon. Minister kindly inform the House when 

was the liaison established between his Ministry and the Ministry of 

Education for this purpose? 

 

Mr Dulull: It was on 17 April 2006. 

 

Mr Varma: Could the hon. Minister inform the House when was the 

district council made aware that it has to apply through its parent Ministry? 

 

Mr Dulull: It was on 31 March 2006. 

 

 

 
QUATRE BORNES STATE SECONDARY SCHOOL PROJECT        (09/05/06) 



 

(No. B/472) Mr S. Dayal (Second Member for Quartier Militaire 

and Moka) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether, 

in regard to the project for the construction of the Quatre Bornes State 

Secondary School, he will state where matters stand. 

 

Reply: In September 2004, the previous Government decided to set 

up a new State Secondary School for girls in the region of Quatre Bornes. It 

then began to look for appropriate land in the Quatre Bornes area. 

 

In January 2005, Form I students were registered for admission to 

Quatre Bornes SSS on the understanding that the school was under 

construction. I am tabling a copy of a letter addressed to parents dated 11 

December 2004 to that effect by the Ministry. However, the reality is that 

there was no school under construction and, in my view, parents were 

misled. 

 

In the meantime, procedures for the acquisition of a suitable plot of 

land at Avenue des Tulipes in Quatre Bornes continued at the Ministry of 

Housing & Lands. However, at the end of March 2006, that Ministry 

informed my Ministry that all the owners of the plot of land had challenged 

the acquisition of the land before the Supreme Court. It may now take years 

before the matter is resolved. 

 

Under these circumstances, the Ministry is exploring the possibility of 

putting up the school on another site, subject to the availability of funds. 

The Parent-Teacher Association was informed accordingly at a 

meeting I chaired on 24 April 2006. 

 

I need to state and to emphasise to this House that this is one of the 

numerous teething problems left behind by my predecessor. A fact which 

seems to be conveniently ignored in some quarters. 

 

We are working towards finding an appropriate solution to this 

problem and I would invite the PTA to work together with my Ministry in 

finding the solution. 

 

 
COLLINE MONNERON SSS/RESERVOIR – PLOT OF LAND      (23/05/06) 

 

(No. B/599) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and 

Floreal) asked the Minister of Housing and Lands whether he will state if 

the plot of land situated between the Colline Monneron State Secondary 



School and the reservoir has been earmarked for any particular project and, 

if so, will he give details thereof. 

 

Mr Dulull: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am informed that a plot of land being 

part of State land at Monneron Hill of an extent of 21,165 m2 lying between 

the land vested in the Ministry of Education and Human Resources and the 

plot of land leased to the CWA has been earmarked for the construction of a 

fire station, to replace the existing Municipal fire station. 

 

The Ministry of Public Infrastructure, Land Transport and Shipping is 

actually carrying out a geotechnical investigation at the proposed site. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. Minister whether 

this plot of land was not first earmarked for sports infrastructure of Colline 

Monneron SSS? 

 

Mr Dulull: The land is still uncommitted. 

 

 

 

HOLYROOD STATE SECONDARY SCHOOL - 

FOOTBALL GROUND    (13/06/06) 

 

(No. B/736) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and 

Floreal) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether, in 

regard to the football ground at the Holyrood State Secondary School, he 

will state if - 

(a) it is of standard size, and 

(b) he will consider putting it at the disposal of the inhabitants of 

the region. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am advised that the football ground 

at Holyrood State Secondary School 90 metres long and 45 metres wide, 

which according to the Ministry of Youth and Sports is of standard size. The 

football ground is situated within a total landsurface of 5A08 for the whole 

school. 

 

As for part (b) of the question, I am advised that when land was being 

sought for the construction of the new State Secondary School around the 

year 2000, a minimum of 5A was targeted. This was done, inter alia, to 

make way for sports facilities of sufficient scope to allow use by local 

community. 

 



Moreover, it is the policy of this Government to open up, as far as it is 

practicable, the facilities available in our schools such as football grounds to 

the inhabitants of particular localities. 

 

My Ministry will sign a Memorandum of Understanding with the 

Ministry of Youth and Sports for sports facilities in ten schools to be put at 

the disposal of sports associations and organised groups of members of the 

public after school hours on a pilot basis. I am advised that the Ministry of 

Youth and Sports is finalising the Memorandum of Understanding for it to 

be signed soon. The football ground at Holyrood SSS had not yet been 

completed when the list of ten schools was drawn up and is thus not within 

that list, but should the scheme prove conclusive, it will be extended to the 

school too. 

 

In the meantime, I would advise the inhabitants of the region to make 

formal requests to the Rector of the Holyrood SSS for use of the football 

ground. 

 

 

STATE SECONDARY SCHOOLS – GYMNASIUM – 

AVAILABILITY TO PUBLIC   (11/07/06) 

 

(No. B/911) Mr R. Issack (Second Member for Port Louis South 

and Port Louis Central) asked the Minister of Education & Human 

Resources whether he will state if he will consider placing at the disposal of 

the public the gymnasium of the State Secondary Schools during the 

afternoon with a view to enabling them practice sports activities. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the reply is in the affirmative. 

As I said in reply to PQ B/736 at our sitting of 13 June 2006, it is the 

policy of the Government to open up, as far as possible, the sports facilities 

available in our schools to the public. In this respect, my Ministry will soon 

sign up a Memorandum of Understanding with the Ministry of Youth and 

Sports for sports infrastructure in ten secondary schools to be put at the 

disposal of sports associations as well as the members of the public on a 

pilot basis. As we go along, more and more secondary schools will be 

included in the project. 

 

Independently of this joint initiative of my Ministry and the 

Ministry of Youth and Sports, sports facilities in some State secondary 

schools are already being put at the disposal of the public on an ad-hoc basis 

either through the Mauritius Sports Council or in an informal manner 

through the school administration. 



 

As soon as the pilot project takes off and gathers momentum, 

consideration will be given to the possibility of placing sports facilities in all 

schools at the disposal of the public, on a demand basis. 

 

Mr Issack: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, can the Minister of Education 

see to it that in future a gymnasium is constructed in some State Secondary 

Schools, which do not have one? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, it is certainly a matter to be 

considered, but I’ll have to turn to the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 

of Finance, who can help address that issue. 

 

 

SCHOOL BUILDINGS – ASBESTOS-CONTAINING 

MATERIALS   (11/07/06) 

 

(No. B/976) Dr. R. Mungur (Second Member for Flacq and Bon 

Accueil) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources whether he 

will state the measures Government proposes to take to ensure that school 

buildings are free from asbestos. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am advised that following the 

decision of an inter-ministerial meeting chaired by the then Minister of 

Health and Quality of Life in January 2004, a survey was carried out in 2004 

in all primary and secondary educational institutions of the country – a total 

of some 428 schools in all – to detect the presence of asbestos – containing 

materials in those schools and to assess the health risk to the school 

population. 

 

The survey team comprised technicians of the Ministry of Public 

Infrastructure and Land Transport; the Ministry of Health and Quality of 

Life; the Ministry of Labour and Industrial Relations as well as my Ministry. 

At the close of the survey, a report was put up, broadly recommending 

three lines of action – 

(i) immediate action, involving 104 schools, where the asbestos– 

containing materials are in relatively small quantities and can 

be dealt with easily and safely by the Maintenance Unit of my 

Ministry; 

(ii) short-term action, involving 19 schools where the materials 

containing asbestos are in a relatively large quantities and in a 

damaged/friable state, warranting the contracting out of the 

works to licensed contractors, and 



(iii) long term action, involving 67 schools relating to asbestos – 

containing materials in relatively large quantities but in a good 

state and thus not justifying removal for the time being, except 

if there is a total ban policy on asbestos by government. 

 

During winter school vacation of July/August 2005, my Ministry 

embarked and completed a comprehensive asbestos removal exercise in the 

104 schools where immediate action had been recommended in the report. 

 

With regard to the short-term action I mentioned earlier and which 

involves 19 schools with relatively large quantities of asbestos-containing 

materials, two of those schools, Sir Harilall Vaghjee Government School 

and Labourdonnais Government School, have already had asbestoscontaining 

materials, especially, false ceilings, removed in the context of 

major rehabilitation works effected in those schools by the DWC. 

 

Moreover, MPI is attending to a comprehensive upgrading and rehabilitation of 

Dr. Maurice Curé State College where the works which would start in around two 

months’ time will also require the destruction of school blocks with asbestos-containing 

roofs. 

 

I am advised that, prior to the winding up of the DWC, only that 

organisation as well as a private contractor were registered to carry out 

works on asbestos. Now that the DWC is winding up, only that private 

contractor will be left for those works. This will further constrain remedial 

actions with regard to the problem. Moreover, the asbestos-removal works 

can only be carried out during the protracted November/December school 

vacation period. 

 

Mr Speaker Sir, I should, however, like to point out that the asbestos 

problem has been and is still being dealt with at the level of a Technical 

Committee on asbestos, which comprises my Ministry as well as other 

Ministries and Departments and which last met on 01 June 2006. In this 

context, my Ministry will liaise with the Ministry of Labour, Industrial 

Relations and Employment to find a solution to the current shortage of 

contractors for asbestos removal. A programme of work will then be 

worked out. 

 

However, in the meantime, my Ministry is closely monitoring the 

situation in those schools to minimise to the risks to pupils and staff. This is 

done through regular inspection of the asbestos-containing items and where 

necessary immediate treatment is effected in order to eliminate the risk of 

dissemination of asbestos fibres. 



 

Dr. Mungur: Mr Speaker, Sir, asbestos is being removed from the 

schools, can I ask the hon. Minister how it is being disposed of? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, the removal is done and the asbestos 

taken to Mare Chicose. This is the information that I have. 

 

Dr. Mungur: Mr Speaker, Sir, in 2004 a survey was done to assess 

the health risk of the student community. Can we know something about 

this assessment of health risk, whether it has been done and what has been 

the result? 

 

Mr Gokhool: In fact, the hon. Member is right, the report was 

produced in 2004, the report is available and he may consult the report, but it 

is important to note that action started in 2005. 

 

Mr Mohamed: The hon. Minister talked about the Technical 

Committee on asbestos. Can I know from the hon. Minister when was this 

committee set up initially? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I think the report was produced in 2004. I have to 

check the date as to when the committee was set up. 

 

Mr Mohamed: If I understand correctly that committee was set up 

prior to 2004 obviously before the report was delivered; and the hon. 

Minister stated that the committee is still working, I mean two years on they 

are still working. Has the hon. Minister considered renewing the people 

who are on that committee if they are still working? 

 

Mr Gokhool: What I said is once the report was submitted, action has 

been taken. I have given a list of measures which have been implemented. 

 

This is a very complex problem involving not only the Ministry of 

Education, but other Ministries are involved where the problem of asbestos 

exists. Therefore, the committee is looking at the problem in a global 

manner. 

 

Mr Mohamed: One last question, Mr Speaker, Sir. Is the manner in 

which asbestos is disposed of – the hon. Minister said it is being taken to 

Mare Chicose - in line with the recommendations of the Technical 

Committee? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I think this should be one of the recommendations, 



because my Ministry is not directly concerned with the disposal; it is done 

by the responsible Ministries. 

 

 

RIVIÈRE DES ANGUILLES/SOUILLAC – 

STATE-OWNED SCHOOLS   (11/07/06) 

 

(No. B/981) Mr S. Mohamed (Third Member for Rivière des 

Anguilles and Souillac) asked the Minister of Education and Human 

Resources whether, in regard to the State-owned schools in the 

Constituency of Rivière des Anguilles and Souillac, he will state – 

(a) if a survey has been carried out to assess the state of the 

infrastructure thereof, and 

(b) the improvement works and repairs that have been carried 

out thereto since July 2005 to date. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have been informed that 

infrastructural assessment surveys are carried out prior to the beginning 

of a financial year in each of the four educational zones and not in 

individual constituencies with a view to drawing up a priority list of 

improvement works and repairs. 

 

During the financial year, works are then carried out according to 

a priority list within the limits of the budget provision. 

 

I am tabling a list of those improvement works and repairs that 

have been carried out in the schools of the Constituency of Rivière des 

Anguilles and Souillac since July 2005 to date. 

 

Mr Mohamed: Even though I have not perused the list that the 

hon. Minister proposes to table yet, but the situation is such that the 

fence around the primary school in La Flora is still in a very bad state 

and almost non existent. May I ask the hon. Minister, therefore, to see to 

it that the fence is repaired and that finally the toilet block, which was 

being promised at Rivière des Anguilles school, be finally built in the 

following few months. The toilet is very important as the hon. Minister 

would understand. 

 

Mr Gokhool: I think the hon. Member would have to take a look at 

the list of works which are being done, but I would like to thank the hon. 

Member, like other hon. Members of the House who are showing a keen 

interest with regard to repairs and maintenance problems in many of our 

schools. Because this is one of the biggest shortcomings and without 



proper repairs and maintenance, we cannot provide quality education. 

 

That is why I welcome the interest being shown by hon. Members and I 

have taken good note of the two problems that have been raised. I am 

sure these would be taken care of in the list of works. 

 

MAHATMA GANDHI SSS – MOKA, SOLFERINO, FLACQ and 

NOUVELLE FRANCE – CONSTRUCTION (31/10/06) 

 

(No. B/1266) Mr S. Dayal (Second Member for Quartier Militaire 

and Moka) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resouces whether, 

in regard to the proposed construction of the Mahatma Gandhi State 

Secondary Schools of Moka, Solferino, Flacq and Nouvelle France, he will 

state – 

(a) the number of blocks; 

(i) to be constructed 

(ii) already constructed 

(iii) under construction, and 

(b) the date on which all the blocks are expected to be handed over 

to the respective schools, and 

(c) the number of students who have enrolled at each school. 

 

Reply: With regard to part (a) (i) of the question, I am informed that 

according to the infrastructural programme of my Ministry, nine blocks each 

are to be constructed at MGSS Moka/MGSS Solferino and MGSS Central 

Flacq as per the details that I am tabling. 

 

For Moka MGSS, two classrooms blocks and one toilet block have 

already been constructed and handed over to my Ministry. As regards 

MGSS Solferino, one classroom block, one toilet block and one 

Administration block have been completed. For Central Flacq MGSS, two 

classroom blocks and two toilet blocks have been completed. 

 

One Science block each, is under construction at MGSS Moka/MGSS 

Solferino and MGSS Central Flacq. 

 

As regards part (b) of the question, I have been given to understand that 

the Science block at MGSS Moka and MGSS Solferino respectively will be 

ready by end December 2007 whereas that for Flacq MGSS will be ready by 

end February 2007. Concerning the remaining blocks, they are presently 

being designed by the Ministry of Public Infrastructure, Land Transport and 

Shipping (MPI) and they have been included in the list of priority 

infrastructural projects for 2007/2008 prepared by my Ministry. 



Concerning the number of students enrolled at each of the MGSS the 

figures are as follows – 

MGSS Moka - 468 

MGSS Solferino - 470 

MGSS Central Flacq - 526 

MGSS Nouvelle France - 249 

 

I would like to inform the hon. Member that with regard to the Nouvelle 

France MGSS, the 131 students of Form I and the 118 students of Form II 

are presently accommodated at Nouvelle France State College due to the fact 

that – 

(i) sufficient space is available in that school, and 

(ii) the school buildings of the MGSS have not yet been 

constructed. 

 

My Ministry is therefore making optimum utilisation of space to 

accommodate the students of Nouvelle France MGSS. In view of the 

present Government’s policy to transform all State Secondary 

Schools/Colleges and MGSS into Form I – VI schools, my Ministry is 

presently studying all the implications for the construction of Nouvelle 

France MGSS. 

 

My Ministry is working closely with the MPI to speeding up the 

completion for the remaining blocks of all the three MGSSs. 

 

 





YEAR 

2007 

 
SOLFERINO, MOKA AND FLACQ MAHATMA GANDHI SCHOOLS – 

CLASSROOMS (27/03/07) 

 

(No. B/58) Mr S. Dayal (Second Member for Quartier Militaire and 

Moka) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether in regard to each 

of the Mahatma Gandhi Schools at Solferino, Moka and Flacq, he will state – 

(a) the number of available classrooms; 



(b) which specialist rooms are available including playfields, computer 

room, Design and Communications, Library, Gymnasium, Food and 

Nutrition, Fashion and Fabrics, and 

(c) for January 2008 

(i) the number of classrooms that will be required, and 

(ii) if Lower VI classes would be accommodated thereat, 

and, if not, the contingencies plans, if any, that will be resorted to. 

 

Reply: With regard to part (a) of the question, I am informed that at MGSS 

Solferino, there are 16 classrooms available. For MGSS Moka, there are  

classrooms, whereas at MGSS Flacq, 24 classrooms are available. 

 

As regards part (b) of the question, I have been given to understand that a Science 

block is available at both MGSS Moka and MGSS Solferino. For MGSS Flacq, the 

Science block is presently under construction and is expected to be completed by end 

May 2007. 

 

Moreover, makeshift arrangements have been made in all the three schools for the 

provision of facilities regarding I.T, Design and  Communications, Library, Food and 

Nutrition, Fashion and Fabrics as well as a Gymnasium. They would all be put up within 

a period of 3 years and a programme has already been prepared, but the implementation 

will depend upon the availability of funds. It is to be noted that land has already been 

earmarked at those schools, and the global designs of works there have already made 

provisions, for all those facilities. 

 

I would like to inform the Hon. Member that the number of classrooms 

required for January 2008 is 24 at each of MGSS Solferino and MGSS Flacq and at 

MGSS Moka. Thus with 28 classrooms at present, Moka MGSS already has a sufficient 

number of classrooms. As regards MGSS Solferino, the 

construction of an additional block of 12 classrooms has been projected for 

financial year 2007/2008 to enable that school to obtain the required number of 

classrooms. As for MGSS Flacq, it will obtain 4 additional classrooms when its 

Science block is completed in May 2007 making a total of 28 classrooms at that school. 

 

With the policy of Government to transform all State Secondary Schools 

into Forms I – VI schools, the three MGSSs will also accommodate Lower VI 

classes within the classrooms available at the schools as from January 2008.  

 

The Hon. Member may rest assured that, should a delay in the completion of the 

classroom block at MGSS Solferino occur, my Ministry will make proper contingency 

arrangements, as has been the practice in the previous years, so as to cause minimum 

disruption to the students. 

 



 

MGI – 

SOLFERINO – ROADS (10/04/07) 

 

(No. B/98) Mr S. Dayal (Second Member for Quartier Militaire 

and Moka) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources whether, 

in regard to the Mahatma Gandhi Secondary School of Solferino, he will 

state if it is proposed to construct a public road/access within its compound 



and, if so – 

(a) when and by whom its location was decided; 

(b) if an evaluation of its potential dangers to students was carried out 

and, if so 

(i) by whom; 

(ii) if any report has been submitted, indicating if a copy thereof 

will be tabled; 

(c) the estimated cost in terms of additional walls, flyover or 

underpass and maintenance thereof, and 

(d) if he will consider diverting that road/access. 

 

The Minister of Environment & National Development Unit (Mr 

A. Bachoo): Mr Speaker, Sir, with your permission, I am replying to this 

question. It is not proposed to construct any public road within the compound of 

Mahatma Gandhi SSS of Solferino. I wish to inform the House that roads 

existed on three sides of the plot of land identified for the school. I would 

like to draw the attention of the House that for the construction of a fullfledged 

State Secondary School, five acres of land are required. However, in 

this case, only four acres of land were made available in three lots. 

 

All buildings components of the school complex are designed on these 

four acres. In order to accommodate play areas, parking facilities and a 

future swimming pool, another plot of about four acres has been acquired on 

the other side of one of the existing roads. 

 

To address the issue of security and safety, the Traffic Management 

and Road Safety Unit advised the construction of an overhead bridge to 

provide safe access to students from one side to the other without exposing 

themselves to crossing the road. 

 

Other mitigating measures recommended by the Traffic Management 

and Road Safety Unit include the construction of humps, posting of speed 

limit signs and appropriate marking of the road. 

In view of the fact that the detailed design of additional walls and 

footbridge has not been completed, the estimate cannot be provided at this 

stage. 

 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am laying a copy of the approved Master Plan of 

the school dated December 2004 on the Table of the Assembly. 

 

Mr Dayal: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I request the hon. Minister to make 

sure that all necessary precautionary measures be taken to the satisfaction of 

all the stakeholders – the Rector, the parents and the Student Council? 



 

Mr Bachoo: I have mentioned, Mr Speaker, Sir, that all these 

measures have already been included in the plan. 

 

HOLLYROOD STATE SECONDARY SCHOOL – FOOTBALL 

GROUND (22/05/07) 

 

(No. B/434) Dr. R. Hawoldar (Second Member for La Caverne 

and Phoenix) asked the Minister of Local Government whether, he will 

state if he has received a letter dated 07 April 2006 from the Municipality of 

Vacoas Phoenix requesting that the football ground at the Hollyrood State 

Secondary School be vested into the Municipality for it to be maintained and 

put at the disposal of the inhabitants of the locality after school hours. 

 

(Withdrawn) 

 
 







ROYAL 

COLLEGE, PORT LOUIS – INFRASTRUCTURAL WORKS (10/07/07) 

 

(No. B/734) Mrs L.D. Dookun-Luchoomun (Third Member for La 

Caverne & Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education and Human 

Resources whether he is aware that some of the infrastructure of the Royal 

College, Port Louis, are in a bad condition and, if so, will he state the 



remedial measures that will be taken for the upgrading thereof. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir I am aware that several items of 

infrastructure at Royal College, Port Louis are not in a good state. The 

policy of my Ministry is to carry out a regular monitoring of the 

infrastructure in our schools and, in line with this policy, works are effected 

on a priority basis, taking into account the demand from all our schools. 

 

The four staircase blocks are in a bad condition. According to the 

MPI, the repair works would be carried out during this financial year after 

the appointment of another District Contractor for the region of Port Louis, 

which is done on an annual basis. Tentatively the works would start in mid- 

August 2007, last eight weeks and be completed in mid-October 2007. 

The school also needs waterproofing works on all its buildings. 

 

Accordingly, a request has been made to the MPI and that Ministry will start 

the works during the coming July/August 2007 school vacation as those 

works would generate a lot of dust and noise throughout the school and may 

seriously hamper school activities. It is expected that the works may start at 

the end of July 2007, last about 10 weeks and end around mid October 2007. 

 

Moreover, during a meeting which I chaired with the PTA on 20 June 

2007, the latter made a request for a general upgrading of the perimeter wall 

of the school. The Environment Division of the Ministry of Environment & 

NDU is attending to the necessary works on the wall as well as general 

upgrading works in the school yard. Those works started at the beginning of 

July 2007 and will continue till the end of August 2007. 

 

The toilets of the school also need to be attended to and arrangements 

are being made for the necessary upgrading works to be carried out by the 

Education Zone 1 of my Ministry. Those works are scheduled to start by 

mid July 2007 and be terminated by the end of August 2007. My Ministry 

will also consider the construction of new toilets at the school during this 

financial year. 

 

The construction of these new toilets will be an integral part of major 

infrastructural works which my Ministry is targeting at the school during this 

financial year. Apart from the toilets, an IT Laboratory as well as a 12- 

classroom block will be put up at the school to relieve existing space 

constraints. 

 

The school also needs a fresh coat of paint both externally and inside 

the classrooms. My Ministry will request the MPI to carry out those works 



during the November/December 2007 school vacation to minimise 

disturbance with regard to school activities. 

 

To enhance the security measures in force in all schools, the burglarproofing 

system in the administrative block and computer room at the Royal 

College of Port Louis, will be reinforced by the Education Zone 1, in around 

one month’s time. 

 

Over and above these relatively big infrastructural works, several 

minor works will be carried out by my Ministry within the next month. 

 

These relate, for instance, to the conversion of an ex-caretaker’s quarters 

into a cloakroom; the replacement of faulty water taps in the science 

laboratories; the repair of doors in the staff room. 

 

Finally, I would like to assure the hon. Member that my Ministry is 

fully conscious of the need to create a conducive environment for our 

students and it will spare no effort to ensure that this aim is met. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am glad the Minister 

has given a very nice plan of how upgrading works will be carried at the 

RCPL, I would ask the Minister whether he is aware that there is a problem 

of infestation of pigeons as well as stray dogs and cats in the college. Will 

this also be taken care of? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Action has been taken with respect to the problems 

being mentioned by the hon. Member. 

 

PHOENIX SSS (BOYS) – FOOTBALL PITCH - CONSTRUCTION 

(24/07/07) 

  

(No. B/834) Mr S. Dayal (Second Member for Quartier Militaire 

& Moka) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources whether, in 

regard to the project for the construction of a football pitch next to the 

Phoenix State Secondary School (Boys), he will state – 

(a) when works 

(i) started, and 

(ii) are likely to be completed, and 

(b) the cost thereof. 

 

The Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Public Infrastructure, 

Land Transport & Shipping (Dr. R. Beebeejaun): Mr Speaker, Sir, with 

your permission, I shall reply to this question. 



 

The contract for the construction of the football pitch was awarded to 

the DWC on 24 May 2005. The construction works started on 20 June 2005 

and the contractual period was for six months. However, progress was slow 

and the site was taken over from the contractor 17 months later, on 24 

November 2006, after the closure of the DWC. 

 

As regards the completion of the outstanding works, tender documents 

have been sent to the CTB and the tender will be launched on receipt of 

CTB’s approval expected by this week and works are expected to be 

completed within a period of three months after the award of the contract. 

 

Mr Speaker, Sir, as regards part (b) of the question, the actual cost of 

the project can only be determined on completion of the outstanding works, 

but the initial contract value was Rs12.6 m. 

 

SECONDARY SCHOOLS – ÉCOLE DE FOOT (24/07/07) 

 

(No. B/835) Mr S. Dayal (Second Member for Quartier Militaire 

and Moka) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether 

he will consider the advisability of setting up in each of the secondary 

schools in Mauritius, une école de foot, to be operational, especially after 

school hours or during weekends. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, Physical Education is an integral part 

of the school curriculum and sports have always had a place of pride in the 

school curriculum, at both primary and secondary levels. The new primary 

curriculum has linked Health Education with Physical Education and 

primary schools are being encouraged to organize co-curricular and extracurricular 

activities related to sports. 

 

The need for engagement in sports is dealt with across the curriculum 

wherein opportunities are provided to the learner into reflecting over the 

importance of sports for “wellness”. 

 

As regards the specific issue of having an école de foot in each 

secondary school, I understand that the Ministry of Youth & Sports already 

has a National Program and is funding the operation of some 60 écoles de 

foot across the island under the aegis of the Mauritius Football Association. 

 

The écoles de foot are run thrice weekly at football grounds available in the 

region. They are open to children aged between 12 and 15 years, including 

students. The main objective of these écoles de foot is the development and 



promotion of football island-wide in order to identify talented and gifted 

players to be channelled to the Regional Football Training Centre and, 

consequently, to the National Football teams . Students form part of this 

project. 

 

It is not proposed to set up and run an école de foot in all our 

secondary schools in order not to duplicate the National Program of the 

Ministry of Youth & Sports. In a spirit of co-operation, my Ministry may 

recommend the opening of additional écoles de foot on existing terms and 

conditions regarding the use of school sports infrastructure. 

 

However, my Ministry would have no objection to set up football 

clubs involving both pupils and staff after school hours, to promote football 

in our secondary schools. A MoU already exists between my Ministry and 

the Ministry of Youth & Sports for the development of a sports culture 

among our citizens and this proposal will be addressed. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: May I ask the hon. Minister whether 

there are physical instructors in primary schools throughout the island? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Yes, there are! They are not adequate and the hon. 

Lady knows that we have to improve on that. 

 
QUATRE BORNES STATE SECONDARY SCHOOL – 

CONSTRUCTION (31/07/07) 

 

(No. B/917) Ms K. R. Deerpalsing (Third Member for Belle Rose and Quatre 

Bornes) asked the Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Public 

Infrastructure, Land Transport and Shipping whether, in regard to the project for the 

construction of the new Quatre Bornes, State Secondary School, he will 

state if any time frame has been set for its completion. 

 

The Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Public Infrastructure, Land 

Transport & Shipping (Dr. R. Beebeejaun): Mr Speaker, Sir, the Ministry of 

Education and Human Resources has requested renovation works to be carried out at the 

ex-Stratford College Building, Quatre Bornes with a view to accommodating secondary 

school students in January 2008. 

 

In that respect, my Ministry is presently carrying out an extensive survey for the 

preparation of a detailed scope of works and estimated costs. The 

expected date of completion of the works at ex-Stratford College Building is 

scheduled for December 2007. 

 



Once those temporary renovation works are completed, new buildings 

will be put up in the premises to complete the school. Construction will start 

after the necessary procedures and designs will have been completed. 

 



STATE 

SECONDARY SCHOOL – TRIOLET –EXTENSION WORKS (06/11/07) 

 

(No. B/1053) Mr E. Guimbeau (First Member for Curepipe and Midlands) asked the 

Minister of Housing and Lands whether, in regard to the compulsory acquisition of land for the 



extension works of the State Secondary School at Triolet, he will, for each portion of land, state 

– 

(a) the name of the former owners; 

(b) the extent, and 

(c) the composition of the Board of Assessment in relation thereto. 

 

Mr Dulull: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I refer the hon. Member to the reply I made to 

Parliamentary Question B/1008 on 07 August 2007. 

 

In regard to part (c) of the question, a Board of Assessment was set up on 09 May 2006 

under the chairmanship of Intermediate Court Magistrate Mrs V. Kwok Yin Siong assisted by 

Messrs. Tegally and Tarsoo as members. 

 

Mr Guimbeau: Mr Speaker, Sir, can the hon. Minister give us the names of the former 

owners of those plots of land? 

 

Mr Dulull: The former owners are Mrs Ww. Jasso Tulsi, Mrs Ww. 

Talayboodeen Noormamode, Mr Cadamhossen Jaoffar and Mrs Ww. Dhunraz Ram. 

 

Mr Guimbeau: Mr Speaker, Sir, can we confirm whether one of those former 

owners is acting as an Adviser at the PMO? 

 

Mr Speaker: This question is not relevant. 

 

Mr Guimbeau: Alright, I withdraw this supplementary question! 

Can the hon. Minister confirm whether these three plots of land were used for agricultural 

purposes only? 

 

Mr Dulull: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I know to which three plots of land the hon. 

Member is referring? 

 

Mr Guimbeau: The one which has been compulsorily acquired. 

 

Mr Dulull: We have four plots of land which have been compulsorily acquired and they 

were used both for residential and agricultural purposes. 

 

Mr Guimbeau: Mr Speaker, Sir, can the hon. Minister inform us about the 

assessment from the Government Valuer on agricultural land? 

 

Mr Dulull: The assessment for Mr Cadamhossen Jaoffar was Rs3,033,033; for Mrs Ram: 

Rs680,923.00; for Mrs Tulsi: Rs691,964.00 and for Ww. Talayboodeen 

Noormamode: Rs378,648.00. Of course, this depends on the size of the plot. 

 

Mr Guimbeau: Mr Speaker, Sir, can the hon. Minister give reasons why Rs5 m.per 

arpent has been paid for these plots of land and signed by the former PS? 

 



Mr Dulull: The amount of Rs5 m. per arpent was assessed by the Government Valuer 

and given to Mr Cadamhossen Jaoffar. 

 

Mr Guimbeau: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have got a report from the Ministry of 

Housing where it is said that Mrs Ram has paid Rs7,500,000; Mrs Tulsi: Rs7,000,688.,and Mr 

Noormamode: Rs4 m. This is a paper signed by the former PS, Mr Oozeer. 

 

Mr Dulull: As I mentioned, valuations were carried out by the Government 

Valuer and there was an independent Board of Assessment. In its own deliberate 

judgment and valuation, it awarded the amounts. It was chaired by a sitting Magistrate. 

 

Mr Guimbeau: Mr Speaker, Sir, I want to make things clear. These lands, as 

per the valuation report, have been classified as agriculture and evaluated at Rs450,000.  The 

Ministry of Housing made no objection at this end to compensation being paid to former owners 

of the three portions of land as detailed below at the rate of Rs5 m. per arpent. I want to know 

from the hon. Minister how come taxpayers money is being used to pay Rs5 m. per arpent of 

agricultural land? 

 

Mr Dulull: Mr Speaker, Sir, there was an independent Board of Assessment with a 

sitting Magistrate. That was the value given by the Board. 

 

Mr Guimbeau: Can the hon. Minister give us the names of the Members on the Board? 

 

Mr Dulull: I mentioned in my reply, Mr Speaker, Sir, that the Board consisted of an 

Intermediate Court Magistrate, Mrs Kwok Yin Siong, Mr Tegally and Mr Tarsoo. 

 

Mr Guimbeau: Est-ce que le ministre, dans un esprit de transparence, va referrer ce cas à 

l’ICAC, M. le président ? 

 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Minister has answered that a Board of Assessment was set up 

under the chairmanship of an Intermediate Court Magistrate assisted by two Members. 

 

Mr Guimbeau: Mr Speaker, Sir, the hon. Minister has just said that the Board of 

Assement has evaluated it at Rs691,964. I want to make it clear - How come that the agricultural 

land has been paid on the basis of Rs5 m. an arpent when it has been 

evaluated at Rs450,000? 

 

Mr Speaker: How can the Minster answer on the part of the Board of 

Assessment? 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: May I ask the hon. Minister how he can explain the fact that 

there is one particular land that has been mentioned by hon. Guimbeau which was proposed by 

the Board and the payment made by the Ministry is manifold higher than the amount suggested 

by the Board? 

 



Mr Dulull: Like I mentioned before, based on information I have been provided, all the 

plots are side by side and I gave the amounts. An independent Board of Assessment was set up to 

evaluate the plots and in its own deliberate judgment and 

assessment, these amounts were awarded. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Can I ask the hon. Minister whether he could confirm the 

amount paid to these people on each plot and to tell us how come there is a discrepancy between 

the amount recommended by the Board and the payment made by the Ministry? 

 

Mr Dulull: I cannot answer for the Board, but what I can inform the House is 

that the land of Mr Cadamhossen Jaoffar was evaluated at Rs5 m. for an arpent and that has been 

calculated well before; the compensation was paid in August 2002. Mr Hossen Jaoffar got the 

compensation of Rs5 m. per arpent in June 2003. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker: Order, please! 

 

Mr Guimbeau: Mr Speaker, Sir, this was agricultural land used for sugarcane 

plantation with drip irrigation and no development was supposed to be made on it. This is from 

the Chief Government Valuer. 

 

Mr Speaker: I am sorry, the hon. Minister has already answered. 

 

Mr Guimbeau: But, Mr Speaker, Sir, it is not fair. How come that taxpayers 

money is being used to pay Rs5 m. instead of Rs450,000? 

 

Mr Speaker: The Board of Assessment has given this amount. 

 

Mr Guimbeau: I will refer this matter to ICAC, Mr Speaker, Sir. 

 

At 4.15 the sitting was suspended. 

 





SSS, 

TRIOLET –– LAND ACQUISITION(27/11/07) 

 

(No. B/1195) Mr E. Guimbeau (First Member for Curepipe and 

Midlands) asked the Minister of Housing and Lands whether, in regard to 

the compulsory acquisition of the four plots of land in Triolet for the 

construction of a State Secondary School, he will consider laying on the 



Table copy of – 

(a) the minutes of proceedings of the meetings held in 

relation hereto; 

(b) the award of the Board of Assessment, and 

(c) the report of the Government Valuer. 

 

Mr Dulull: Mr Speaker, Sir, with your permission, I shall reply to 

both PQ B/1195 and PQ B/1203 which relate to the same subject of 

compulsory acquisition of four plots of land for the extention of the State 

Secondary School Triolet. 

 

I refer the two hon. Members to my replies to 

PQ B/1008 on 07 August 2007 and to PQ B/1053 on 06 November 2007, as 

well as to the Statement I made on Tuesday 13 November 2007, when I 

tabled two location plans of the four plots of land compulsorily acquired. I 

am now tabling copy of a letter dated 06 November 2002 from the Chief 

Government Valuer wherein he himself advised that the three plots of land 

in question may be referred to a Board of Assessment for determination. 

 

I have nothing to add to my referred two replies and statement. 

However, in regard to the specifics of PQ B/1195, I am advised that it 

would not be proper for me to table the papers referred to in parts (a), (b) 

and (c) thereof as they concern the Board of Assessment which is 

independent and which makes its award in its own deliberate judgment after 

taking into accounts all the facts of the case, including the documents 

submitted to it and which thus became its property, for example minutes of 

proceedings of the Board of Assessment itself. 

 

In regard to the specifics of Parliamentary Question B/1203, I also 

refer the hon. Member to the two location plans I have already tabled. 

 

Finally, Sir, all the four plots of land in question fall within the 

boundaries of irrigation area classified as primary agricultural land in 

accordance with the M.S.I.R.I classification map 2002, and, despite this fact, 

the Outline Scheme North 1995 failed to take this geographical and 

topographical reality into consideration, by discriminating between one 

specific plot and three other plots of land that all fall within the boundaries 

of the same irrigation area and on this specific plot of land described as 

“residential” can still be seen, and visibly so, irrigation pipes and manhole. 

 

Mr Guimbeau: Can the hon. Minister inform the House about the 

price originally requested by the four former land owners through their 

Attorney-at-law? 



 

Mr Dulull: This question has already been canvassed both in 

parliamentary questions and only statement. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Guimbeau: Mr Speaker, Sir, according to my information, they 

agreed for a sum of Rs4 m. and Government paid Rs5m. I would like to 

know from the Minister if he considers this to be proper? 

 

Mr Dulull: As I stated, Mr Speaker, Sir, award was made by the 

Board of Assessment in its own deliberate judgement. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Jugnauth: Mr Speaker, Sir, can I ask the hon. Minister whether 

he is aware that a settlement was reached between parties at the level of the 

Board of Assessment? Is that correct? 

 

Mr Dulull: The award was decided by the Board of Assessment. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Jugnauth: Can I ask the Minister whether, when the settlement 

was made, it was the Chief Government Valuer who went to the Board of 

Assessment to say that he has no objection that the award be at the rate of 

Rs5 m. per arpent? 

 

Mr Dulull: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have said so many times that the final 

decision was from the Board of Assessment because the matter was referred 

to it. 

 

Mr Jugnauth: Can I know from the Minister, when the settlement 

was reached, who was the officer who told the Board of Assessment that 

there was no objection that Rs5 m. per arpent be granted to the land owners? 

 

Mr Dulull: I need to refer to the file, but as far as I am concerned, it 

was the Board of Assessment that gave the award. 

 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Gunness: Can I refer the Minister to his own statement -– 



“On 06 February 2007, the then Permanent Secretary of my Ministry, 

following consultation with the State Law Office and advising on the 

stand of my Ministry, informed the SLO that there would be no 

objection to compensation being paid to the three owners at the rate of 

Rs5 m .” 

 

So, this is a settlement. 

 

Mr Dulull: Like I said, we sent a letter of “no objection” to the SLO 

to mention the stand of the Ministry, but we never interfered with the award 

at the level of the Board of Assessment. 

 

Mr Bhagwan: Can I ask the Minister whether he gave his approval to 

the Permanent Secretary to make that statement at the Board of Assessment? 

 

Mr Dulull: At the level of the Board of Assessment, we are 

represented by the State Law Counsel. 

 

Mr Jugnauth: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I know from the Minister 

whether it was the Government Valuer or the Chief Government Valuer who 

advised the Minister or the Permanent Secretary that a sum of Rs5 m be 

granted to the land owners per arpent? 

 

Mr Dulull: The hon. Member seems to suggest that the Chief 

Government Valuer is now substituting himself to the Chairman of the 

Board of Assessment. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker: Order! 

 

Mr Lesjongard: When we refer to the Land Acquisition Act with 

regard to part III - Compensation, Apportionment of Rent and Rescission of 

Leases, at section 16 – an authorised officer, in the case of an assessment, 

has to submit a report and the reasons for his opinion on the nature of the 

land, the value of the land, the amount of any compensation to be paid, the 

description of the land and any apportionment of the compensation. Can the 

Minister inform the House who was the authorised officer who submitted 

that report? 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker: Order! Let the Minister answer! 



 

Mr Dulull: I have already explained the mechanism behind the 

award. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

It is not the Ministry which awarded the sum; it is the Board of 

Assessment which acts independently. 

 

Mr Gunness: Mr Speaker Sir, the Minister said, in his statement, that 

there was no objection to compensation being paid to the three owners at the 

rate of Rs5 m. per arpent based on the initial assessment of the Chief 

Government Valuer, when he himself in his reply said that the Chief 

Government Valuer gave the value of Rs450, 000 per arpent. 

 

Mr Dulull: Mr Speaker Sir, the hon. Member got my statement 

wrong. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

The initial assessment on the plot belonging to Mr Cadamhossen 

Jaoffar was Rs5 m. per arpent. I am going to table the letter which is from 

the Chief Government Valuer. 

 

As regards the three other plots, they may be referred to the Board of 

Assessment for determination. That letter dates back to November 2002. 

For three years nothing was done; and when I took office, I wanted to do justice to the 

aggrieved owners. That was what we did, Mr Speaker, Sir. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Lesjongard: Mr Speaker Sir, I come back to the question again. I 

made reference to the Land Acquisition Act with regard to compensation. 

 

My question is very clear. I refer to section 16; I want to know who was the 

authorised officer who submitted the report to the Board of Assessment. 

 

Mr Dulull: Like I mentioned, we don’t interfere. I have explained 

how the award was given. We only issue a letter to our counsel but the 

Board of Assessment, in its own deliberate judgment, gave the award. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 



Mr Speaker: Hon. Guimbeau, last question! 

 

Mr Guimbeau: M. le président, tout ceci est un scandale. Un 

scandale énorme ! Au nom de la transparence, M. le président, en tant qu’un 

citoyen Mauricien, si le Ministre n’a rien à cacher, ce que la Chambre lui 

demande, c’est de déposer sur la table de l’Assemblée tous les documents 

dont j’ai fait mention dans ma question. 

 

Mr Dulull: Mr Speaker Sir, I cannot table documents which are 

outside my control. I can table documents that are within my ambit; and I am 

going to table what has been written by the Chief Government Valuer. 

 

SSS – TRIOLET – COMPULSORY ACQUSTION OF LAND (27/11/07) 

 

(No. B/1203) Mrs S. Grenade (Second Member for GRNW and 

Port Louis West) asked the Minister of Housing and Lands whether, in 

regard to the plots of land compulsorily acquired for the construction of the 

State Secondary School at Triolet, he will state if all the plots were found 

within the 

(a) boundaries of the irrigation area and classified as primary 

agricultural land, and 

(b) boundary of permitted development under the Northern Outline 

Scheme. 

 

(Vide reply to PQ No. B/1195) 

 

 

MGSS, MOKA – PLAYFIELDS (25/03/08) 

 

(N0.B/48) Mr S. Dayal (Second Member for Quartier Militaire 

and Moka) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether, 

in regard to Physical Education classes conducted at the Mahatma Gandhi 

Secondary School, Moka, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain 

information as to – 

 

(a) the facilities existing thereat, including the extent of the 

playfields and other areas available, and 

(b) if the playfields of other school/s is used to carry out these 

activities and, if so, indicate 

(i) the time taken to go thereat and return therefrom, and 

(ii) if any transport facilities is made available. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have to inform the House that the 



MGSS Moka is not yet fully operational. The project for the construction of 

the college started in June 2002 in a phased manner. Out of a total area of 

24,356 m2, 8,978 m2 have been earmarked as playfields. 

 

However, in the implementation plan which is in four phases, 

playfields have been planned to be constructed in the fourth phase scheduled 

for financial year 2009/2010. Presently the project is at the third phase 

which consists mainly in the construction of an Administrative Block. 

 

With regards to Part (b) of the question, arrangements have been made 

for playfields of MGI Secondary School to be made accessible. In addition, 

a total space of 2,641 m2 is currently available at MGSS Moka for use as 

play area for the students. This will be increased to 4,641 m2 within the 

current third phase, by May 2009. 

 

Being given that the MGI Secondary School is located 300 metres 

away, it takes 15 minutes, the children can walk a little bit to go there and 

come back and thus no transport facility is required. 

 

Mr Dayal: Mr Speaker, Sir, when human beings are deprived of 

space, they become claustrophobic and prone to violence. 

 

In the light of the answer given by the hon. Minister, around 9000m2 

of space allotted to 625 students, amounting to some 1.5m2 per student. 

 

Does the hon. Minister find it pedagogically correct and acceptable? This has been 

going on for five years. All work and no play! 

 

Mr Gokhool: I share the genuine concern of the hon. Member, but 

the project started in 2002 and this is one example of bad planning. When 

the school was planned at that time, the predominant concern was to get 

pupils into buildings. This was mentioned by a representative of the 

Opposition on radio. When access was being given, the buildings were 

constructed, not schools. What happened is that the playfields were not 

provided. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker: Order! Order! 

 

Mr Gokhool: The other thing is that even the science labs were not 

provided. 

 



Mr Speaker: We are talking of playgrounds, please! Order! Order! 

 

Mr Gokhool: When the number of pupils increased, we had to 

address the priority of providing them with the space for teaching and 

learning. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Playfields have not been considered at that stage. If we address the 

issue of playfields, then the children will be deprived of classrooms and 

laboratories. We have to make a choice. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker: Order! Order! 

 

Mr Dayal: Mr Speaker, Sir, it takes 15 minutes to go to MGI central 

and 15 minutes to come back, 10 minutes preparation in a period of 70 

minutes. More than half of the time is gone for preparation and only 30 

minutes are left for physical education. As the Budget is coming, I should 

like to impress upon the hon. Minister to make things happen sooner than 

planned? 

 

Mr Speaker: It is simple answer. 

 

Mr Gokhool: The point is noted. 

 

LA GAULETTE SSS – KNOWLEDGE BASED TRAINING CENTRE 

– CONVERSION (01/07/08) 

 

(No. B/779) Mrs D. Perrier (Fourth Member for Savanne and 

Black River) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources 

whether in regard to the La Gaulette State Secondary School, he will state if 

he will consider reviewing the decision taken to have it converted into a 

polytechnic, as announced in the Budget Speech 2008-2009. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the decision of converting the 

La Gaulette SSS into a modern Knowledge Based Training Centre has been 

a well thought one at the level of both my Ministry and the Ministry of 

Finance & Economic Development, as announced by the hon. Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister of Finance & Economic Development in his Budget 

Speech and we are not considering reviewing this. 

 



In the same line as measures are being taken to increase access to post 

secondary and tertiary education, the policy of my Ministry as regards 

technical and vocational education is for the expansion of opportunities for 

the benefit of students who do not wish to pursue studies in the mainstream 

academic system. 

 

Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the La Gaulette institution will not be a mere 

technical or prevocational school as stated by some. It will be an 

opportunity to work towards a new model of knowledge-based training 

centre with new programmes and contents with an enhanced use of 

technology. Courses offered will be in wide range, with a flexible approach 

through apprenticeship and distance strategies. My Ministry is working with 

all stakeholders, including the Industrial & Vocational Training Board 

(IVTB), the Human Resource Development Council (HRDC) and the 

Mauritius Qualifications Authority (MQA) on these strategies. 

 

As was announced in the Budget Speech 2008/2009, my Ministry will 

come up with a national examination system at the end of Form IV so that 

students are provided with alternate pathways to choose from either 

academic or technical/vocational streams. Thus students who would wish to 

opt for technical and vocational education would be given the chance to 

stream into their respective sectors in line with their aptitudes. It is a 

pedagogical fact, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, that students must be given as 

many possible learning methodologies and channels to ensure that every 

learner has his or her place in the system. 

 

The objective of the Knowledge Based Training Centre to be set up at 

 

La Gaulette SSS would be to offer such alternate pathways to students as from 

Form IV onwards. It would, in the first instance, be proposing new 

programmes at lower levels to expand the provision of training in technical 

education, an area of need which has been highlighted in the HRDC Plan of 

2007. It is also our strategy to make optimal utilisation of all facilities 

available in the Education and Training sectors. 

 

The initiative, in the longer term, will be to also expand access to 

Tertiary Education in the region as the programmes to be offered at the 

school will later progress to higher levels in areas where there is both a 

demand and an economic imperative. 

 

Moreover, my Ministry is open to discussions with all stakeholders 

regarding the modalities for the setting up of the Knowledge Based Training 

Centre, and all options will be analysed for the benefit of both students of 



the region and of Mauritius. 

 

Finally, I wish to state that there is no change of policy as far as 

running of prevocational classes is concerned. 

 

Mrs Perrier: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, we do agree with the Minister 

that a modern polytechnic will be another opportunity for the children of 

other regions. But is he aware that when the school opened in La Gaulette, it 

was a step forward in combating poverty in the region? And the feeling of 

the people was that, for once, a Government cares for them and, more 

importantly, they had trust in their capacity to succeed if they got the 

opportunity. This is why I make a plea to the hon. Minister to look into the 

possibility of having another building in the vicinity, if necessary, to 

accommodate a modern polytechnic in the region, but not closing the State 

Secondary School. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I appreciate the fact that the 

hon. Member is not against the concept of a Knowledge Based Training 

Centre which will link up with higher education and cater from Form IV and 

beyond. 

 

As regards the secondary school, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, we have 

given careful attention to this project and we have carried out a thorough 

school mapping which means that we have to take into account the number 

of students in the region who want to go to secondary schools and the 

number of seats which are available. 

 

I can give the figures as regards La Gaulette SSS. The number of 

seats for Form I is 160 and in 2005, out of 160 seats which were on offer, 

only 85 students registered. In 2008, only 45 registered. It means that such 

a facility is not being optimally utilised. 

 

Secondly, as regards the concern as to where will the students in that 

region be accommodated in secondary schools, we already have a new 

school which is operational, that is, the St. Esprit Case Noyale. We also 

have St. Mary’s in Bambous, Swami Sivananda SSS and Bambous SSS. All 

these schools are under subscribed. There is the possibility of 

accommodating the students in that region. And let me also make it clear 

that there are only 12 students in Form I who come from the region of Le 

Morne, La Preneuse, Case Noyale and La Gaulette. We have to optimise the 

facilities. In fact, this project will be to the benefit of that region and we are 

taking into account the needs of the students who go to secondary schools. 

 



I can assure the hon. Member and other Members of the House that 

this is a project which will benefit that region and Mauritius as a whole. 

 

Mrs Perrier: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, we know exactly what the 

Minister is talking about. It is about the small number of pupils being 

registered in this school. But instead of closing the school, can the hon. 

Minister try to find out the reason as to why the registration at the school is 

very low. I just mentioned recently that in Le Morne Primary School, for 

example, you had at the last CPE… 

 

The Deputy Speaker: This is yet another matter which… 

 

Mrs Perrier: No, it is not. It is related, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir. 

 

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member has talked about the low 

intake of students in that school, which I allowed, but this question is not 

related to the other question and can perfectly be the matter of another 

parliamentary question. 

 

Mrs Perrier: My point, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, is that the primary 

school feeds the secondary school. 

 

The Deputy Speaker: I understand what the point of the hon. 

Member is. She must not worry. We were given the figures for Le Morne. I 

think, it was 8% or whatever, she herself had raised the matter, but that 

question is not applicable to the present subject. 

 

Mrs Perrier: The hon. Minister said that the school is not utilised at 

its maximum. As I suggested before, is it possible not to close the school 

but open a part of it, if necessary, into a modern polytechnic? I don’t think it 

is a good idea to close the school totally. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I think it is not a closure that 

is taking place; it is a conversion. It has happened. We have Nouvelle 

France SSS and MG SSS which we had to combine into one school. Here, 

we have analysed the situation and we feel that the facilities are not being 

optimally utilised. We have also taken into account the needs of the students 

in that locality. We have considered all aspects of the decision. 

 

Mr Ganoo: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, gouverner c’est prévoir. The 

Black River area is an area which is fast developing in terms of population. 

We knew, at the time we built the school, that in the first year it will be 

underutilised. But doesn’t the hon. Minister think that in taking this present 



decision - without disputing the need for a Knowledge Based Training 

Centre, as my friend just said – Government is sending a wrong signal to the 

whole region of Black River and to the thousands of families and 

schoolchildren in the western region that this area is unfit to have a State 

Secondary School? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I think the hon. Member 

should understand that we are looking at the future. I can give many 

examples. For instance, the school at Bel Air should not have been built 

where it is actually. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

The Deputy Speaker: Order! 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I have given the figures. 

Right from 2005, the number of students has been declining. Furthermore, 

let me give another piece of information. We provided seats for Lower VI, 

but there were not enough students and we had to transfer them to other 

colleges. It means that there is a problem with regard to having optimal 

capacity at that school. There is another secondary school which has just 

been built. We have taken all these aspects into consideration. In fact, we 

are looking at the future of the region. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the hon. Minister said that the 

needs of the students have been looked into. He also mentioned that only 12 

children from this region came to this school. We all know that we don’t 

have enough children having the required level to have access to this 

secondary school. But, when we close the only State Secondary School… 

 

The Deputy Speaker: This is a statement, hon. Mrs Labelle. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, by closing this State 

Secondary School, is it not telling the parents of this region that the need of 

their children is not to have access to a State Secondary School? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I have a difficulty in 

understanding the hon. lady and other Members on the other side of the 

House. What we are trying to do is address the needs of the children for the 

future, and we are providing the facilities. Do they want two secondary 

schools to coexist and to be undersubscribed? 

 

The Deputy Speaker: Before moving to the next item, I would like 



to inform you that, following a supplementary question that had been put by 

hon. Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun, about the rank of a candidate, the hon. 

Minister has asked for permission to give the information, which he has been 

granted. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir. I have checked, 

and the student was ranked 25th on the Science side (Girls) for the State of 

Mauritius scholarships. 

 

LA GAULETTE SSS – KNOWLEDGE BASED TRAINING CENTRE (22/07/08) 

 

(No. B/944) Mr A. Ganoo (First Member for Savanne and Black 

River) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether in 

regard to the State Secondary School of La Gaulette, he will state if his 

Ministry is reviewing its decision to have it converted into a Knowledge 

Based Training Centre. 

 

(Vide Reply to PNQ) 

 

LA GAULETTE SSS (22/07/08) 

 

(No. B/948) Mrs L. D. Dookun-Luchoomun (Third Member for 

La Caverne & Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education & Human 

Resources whether, in regard to the La Gaulette State Secondary School, he 

will state if his Ministry will review its decision to have it converted into a 

vocational institution. 

 

(Vide reply to PNQ) 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 “KEEP 

PACE” COMPANY – COMPLAINTS (19/08/08) 

 

(No. B/1168) Mr M. Dowarkasing (Third Member for Curepipe 

and Midlands) asked the Minister of Labour, Industrial Relations and 

Employment whether he will state if his Ministry has registered complaints 

from the employees of the Keep Pace company in relation to their contract 

of employment with the company. 

 

Dr. Bunwaree: Mr Speaker, Sir, complaints have been registered at 

the level of my Ministry from employees of the “Keep Pace” company. For 

details of the complaints registered, I would like to refer the hon. Member to 

the reply made to part (d) of PQ B/1061 on 05 August last by my colleague, 

the Minister of Education and Human Resources. 

 

I wish to inform the House that the company has undertaken to pay all 

remunerations due to the workers as soon as it receives payment in respect 

of its contract. The company has further requested that the individual claims 



of non-payment of wages in respect of the 239 complainants be worked out 

by officers of my Ministry and submitted to it by the end of August 2008. 

 

Thereafter, the company will have a meeting with officers of my Ministry on 12 

September 2008. 

 

The matter is being closely monitored by my Ministry. If the need 

arises, the matter will certainly be referred to the Industrial Court. 

 

Mr Dowarkasing: Mr Speaker, Sir, I thank the hon. Minister for this 

reply. I just want to inform him that even up to now employees have not 

been paid their salary for the past month. 

 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Minister has said it. 

 

Dr. Bunwaree: This is what I have mentioned. 

 

Miss Deerpalsing: Mr Speaker, Sir, is the hon. Minister aware that 

this is the same company for which there have been complaints about the 

level of service at Dr. Regis Chaperon SSS for the employees themselves are 

not equipped with the necessary tools to do the job properly? 

 

Dr. Bunwaree: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am not aware of this. It might have 

been reported to my Ministry. If a proper question is put, I can give a reply. 
 


