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STUDENT COUNCILS – MEMBERS    (23/05/06) 

 

(No. B/570) Mr Y. Varma (First Member for Mahebourg & Plaine 

Magnien) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources whether he 

will state the number of colleges having student councils, indicating the 

established procedure for the selection of students to sit thereon. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am informed that 65 out of 70 State 

Secondary Schools and 95 out of 102 private secondary schools, including 

Rodrigues, operating under the aegis of the PSSA have a student council. 

In the State Secondary Schools, the students’ council consists of 

representatives from different sections of the student community in such a 

way that each class has a spokesperson therein. 

 



The members of the students’ council are elected class wise by the 

students themselves, usually under the supervision of the form master. Once 

the council is constituted, it elects a President and a Secretary. Usually, 

meetings between school management and the students’ council are 

organised once monthly or when the need arises. 

 

As regards private secondary schools, I am informed that there is at 

present no established rule for setting up of students’ council, but generally 

each class is represented therein by either the class captain or a 

representative. 

 

I believe there is need to bring about standardisation of the procedure 

for setting up of student councils and their functioning in private secondary 

schools. 

 

The PSSA is looking into the matter. 

 

Mr Varma: Mr Speaker, Sir, is the hon. Minister aware that in the 

1990s, the student councils used to benefit from a grant of Rs1,000 from 

Government and, if so, whether they are still receiving their grant now? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Grants are made to schools. When activities are 

organised, these are done jointly by the student council and the management 

of the school. 

 

Mr Varma: Mr Speaker, Sir, it used to be the practice in the 1990s 

for the Minister to have regular meetings with the student councils. I will 

ask the hon. Minister whether he proposes to meet the representatives of the 

students councils and, if so, when? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I thank the hon. Member for asking 

this question, and I would like to inform him that I have already met a 

number of representatives of student councils during my regular visits to 

schools. 

 

Mr Gunness: Mr Speaker, Sir, I heard the Minister say that, out of 70 

State colleges, 65 have a student council. Can we know the names of the 

five colleges that do not have one? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I have to go through the list to give the names of the 

five colleges that do not have a student council. 

 

Mr Varma: Mr Speaker, Sir, is the hon. Minister aware that there 



was a committee, which was set up under the chairmanship of Mr Santosh 

Kumar Mahadeo in 1994, to review the role and activities of student 

councils? 

 

Mr Gokhool: As I said, there is need for improving the functioning 

and working of the student councils, and this will be taken into account in 

the work that the PSSA, as well as at the Ministry, is doing. 

 

Mr Varma: Mr Speaker, Sir, is the hon. Minister ready to legislate, in 

order to give legal recognition to student councils in all colleges? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I will be awaiting the recommendations of the PSSA, 

and I will also look into the situation in the Government schools. In the light 

of the recommendations, consideration will be given to the request of the 

hon. Member. 

 

At 1.00 p.m. the sitting was suspended. 

 

On resuming at 2.30 p.m. with Mr Speaker in the Chair. 

 

Mr Speaker: I have got an announcement to make. I have been 

informed that PQ B/583 and B/604 have been withdrawn. Hon. Varma! 

 

 

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA CONFERENCE CENTRE 

– ORIENTATION FAIR – INCIDENT     (23/05/06) 

 

(No. B/598) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and 

Floreal) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether he 

will state if any incident occurred during the orientation fair which was held 

during the second week of May 2006 at the Swami Vivekananda 

Conference Centre and, if so, will he state if an inquiry was carried out 

therein and the outcome thereof. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, the International Careers Guidance 

and Education Fair is organised since 14 years by the Rotary Club of Grand 

Bay, but with the participation of the Careers Guidance Service of my 

Ministry. 

 

I am informed that there was no incident of a serious nature during the 

fair. However, a minor disturbance involving some students did take place. 

 

No formal declaration was made to the local Police. 



 

The hon. Member may wish to note that it is, however, a usual 

phenomenon for students to tend to be noisy, but according to the organizers 

of the event the situation never went out of control. 

 

Consequently, the question of carrying out an enquiry does not arise. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, does the hon. Minister mean to say 

that there were no chairs damaged or anything else for that matter, and that 

the security was not called upon to take control of the situation? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, this is a bit exaggerated. I have the 

report from the Police authorities that this was a minor incident and the 

situation never went out of control. 

 



SSS – 

BOOKS – PURCHASE (29/05/07) 

 

(No. B/501) Mr S. Lauthan (Third Member for Port Louis Maritime 

and Port Louis East) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources 

whether, in regard to the purchase of books by the libraries of the State 



Secondary Schools for the financial year 2006/2007, he will – 

(a) state the amount disbursed as at to date; 

(b) the number of books purchased, and 

(c) circulate a list of schools which have been provided with new 

books. 

 

(Withdrawn) 

 









STATE 

SECONDARY SCHOOLS – BOOKS – PURCHASE (19/06/07) 

 

(No. B/663) Mr S. Lauthan (Third Member for Port Louis 



Maritime and Port Louis East) asked the Minister of Education and 

Human Resources whether, in regard to the purchase of books by the 

libraries of the State Secondary Schools for the financial year 2006-2007, he 

will – 

(a) state the amount disbursed as at to date; 

(b) the number of books purchased, and 

(c) circulate a list of schools which have been provided with new 

books. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker Sir, with regard to part (a) of the question, 

books to the value of Rs2,880,562 have been purchased and delivered to all 

64 State Secondary Schools for Financial Year 2006/2007. However, the 

amount disbursed as at to date is Rs1,723,929. 

 

All outstanding payments will be effected by 26 this month. 

 

With regard to part (b), the number of books purchased is 18,408. 

Insofar as part (c) is concerned, the list of schools which have been 

provided with new books is being placed in the Library of the National 

Assembly. 

 

Mr Lauthan: This is a serious matter, Mr Speaker, Sir. The 

individual schools were allotted a sum and they were free to launch the 

tender. The recent decision of the Ministry to proceed with the global tender 

exercise took almost a year and these books are no longer available on the 

market. Is the hon. Minister aware of this situation? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I think the hon. Member is right, but we have to 

comply with the financial regulations and these are requirements by the 

Central Tender Board that we have to go for open bidding and international 

bidding. I agree with the hon. Member that it has taken quite some time and 

that is why I have met the representatives of the CTB to discuss and see to it 

that the procedures are simplified so that we can accelerate the process. 

 

Mr Lauthan: Can the hon. Minister inform us whether the library 

cadres and rectors were consulted before this change in policy? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, there have been consultations. At the 

end of the day, there are financial regulations which are promulgated and, as 

a Ministry, we have to comply. But I have found that this is not in the 

interest of the schools and the students. That is why I have met 

representatives with a view to simplifying the procedures. 

 



Mr Lauthan: Mr Speaker, Sir, being given that the schools could not 

have the books that they wanted, is the hon. Minister aware that the Ministry 

had sent another list of books to request the schools to chose from it and 

these are not the books that were requested? 

 

Mr Gokhool: We did not do that. We had to comply with the 

financial regulations and go for open tendering and this is what is being 

revisited in order to address the problem that we have faced. 

 

Mr Lauthan: Mr Speaker, Sir, I would simply request the hon. 

Minister to be more pragmatic - of course, the old practice did not go 

beyond the established procedures so that these schools have their books on 

time and they could even purchase books twice a year! 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, in fact, the old system was working 

well. We have to comply with the financial regulations but, at times, they do 

not work in the interest of the Ministry and that is why we are taking a fresh 

look at them. 

 

At 1.00 p.m. the sitting was suspended. 

 

On resuming at 2.30 p.m. with Mr Speaker in the Chair. 

 

SECONDARY SCHOOLS – NEEDY STUDENTS – TEXTBOOKS (01/04/08) 

 

 

(No. B/111) Mr Y. Varma (First Member for Mahebourg and Plaine 

Magnien) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether, in regard to 

the needy students of secondary schools, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain 

information as to if they have been provided with all their textbooks and, if not, why not. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have explained last year further to PQ No. B/617 

why it has not been possible to provide all needy students with all their prescribed 

textbooks in time in spite of efforts made by the previous Government to resolve this 

complex problem. 

 

In order to alleviate the difficulties encountered, my Ministry had a 

“Standardization of Textbooks” exercise carried out for textbooks required for academic 

years 2008-2009. Subject panels, each comprising a Coordinator and a teacher from both 

the State and Private schools were set up in June 2007 to study all proposals and select 

textbooks according to relevance to curriculum objectives and affordability. The list of 

recommended textbooks was posted on the website of my Ministry and a communiqué to 

that effect issued on 18 September 2007. Heads of State schools and grant aided schools 



(through the Private Secondary Schools Authority) were also informed on 07 September 

2007 of the above list and requested to submit their prescribed lists to Booksellers and 

Suppliers Owners Association and Edition de l’Océan Indien by 21 September 2007 at 

latest. Schools were strongly recommended to prescribe textbooks for their students, 

including needy students from the standardized list. The timely submission of school lists 

was also stressed as one of the factors which would help booksellers and publishers in 

preventing scarcity of books at the resumption of studies. 

 

I am informed that for this academic year, requests from 6,075 needy students 

have been received, 1,856 from State Secondary Schools and 4,219 from Grant Aided 

Private Secondary Schools. 

 

For the State schools, I am informed that all the 1,856 students have received their 

books except for 393 students who have not received one or two titles due to their 

unavailability on the local market. Orders have been placed for the missing titles. 

 

However, I am given to understand that out of these 393 students, the parents of 

some 247 students have already made their own arrangements to get the missing 

textbooks so that textbooks ordered for them have been returned on 21 March 2008, after 

some one and a half months, to suppliers as per initial arrangements to avoid wastage. As 

for the remaining 146 students, their missing textbooks are expected by next week. They 

will be issued the missing textbooks as soon as these are received. 

 

As regards the 4,219 needy students from the private schools, I am informed that 

4,139 have received their textbooks prescribed by their schools from the list of 

recommended textbooks. Of these 4,139 students, a few have not received one or two 

textbook/s due to the delay in the two selected bookshops to supply. Orders have been 

placed with other bookshops and these are expected by next week. The remaining 80 

students have not received any book at all. These are mostly Lower VI students who have 

been recently admitted to schools and those who have recently obtained their eligibility 

certificate from the Ministry of Social Security. Orders have been placed and the Private 

Secondary Schools Authority, which has taken the responsibility this year of supplying 

textbooks to needy students from grant aided private schools, expects to be able to supply 

by next week. 

 

Mr Varma: Mr Speaker, Sir, could the hon. Minister kindly inform the House 

since when he is aware that there is this problem? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I replied to a parliamentary question no. B/616 

some time back and I gave the history of how this problem has been there for a long time. 

 

In spite of all our attempts, I am not in a position to solve the problem because it is 

very complex. The students have to get the admission first, they then go to the Ministry 



of Social Security to be certified eligible as needy students. They come back to the school 

to get the list which they submit, then the PSSA and our zones start delivering the books. 

It 

is a very complex process and at one time, we thought of giving them an amount of 

money which they can use once they are eligible as needy students. But there are 

different opinions about it as to what the parents will do with the money. That is why we 

have remained with the old system which has got certain weaknesses. 

 

Mr Varma: Can the hon. Minister, Mr Speaker, Sir, kindly inform the House 

what is being done to remedy the weaknesses of the system? 

 

Mr Gokhool: We have had meetings at various times and even in the context of 

last year, we had a meeting. We considered various options but, I am afraid, we don’t 

have an option which will solve the problem where some students have this problem of 

books not coming in time. 

 

Mr Varma: Can I, Mr Speaker, Sir, impress upon the Minister to use his good 

offices to find a solution? Because it is not a normal situation that students are left 

without books for one semester. 

 

Mr Gokhool: In fact, we have improved, Mr Speaker, Sir. In the past - I have 

checked the records - students were left without books for two semesters. There are only 

a few cases, but we are going to address the issue. I am determined to solve this problem; 

it is not easy, but we will try to address it once again. 

 
 

NEEDY STUDENTS – SCHOLARSHIPS & LOANS (17/06/08) 



 

(No. B/721) Mr G. Gunness (Third Member for Montagne Blanche & GRSE) 

asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether he will state if a survey 

has been carried out in the tertiary institutions, with a view to assess the number of 

students, hailing from a family whose household income does not exceed Rs7,500 per 

month and who are facing severe hardships, following the death or serious incapacity of a 

wage earner and, if so, indicate the number thereof. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker Sir, no survey, as mentioned by the hon. Member has 

been carried out at this stage. However, it is in line with Government policy to increase 

access to post secondary and tertiary education and to make it affordable to all 

socioeconomic groups that several measures have been enunciated in the 2008/2009 

Budget Speech. 

 

As the House is aware, a Human Resource, Knowledge and Arts Development 

Fund has been set up for the promotion of post secondary and tertiary education. It will 

be managed and administered by a committee under the chairmanship of my Ministry. 

 

My Ministry will in consultation with stakeholders from, inter alia, the Ministry of 

Finance and Economic Development, devise ways and means to ascertain that the funds 

are used from amongst others provision of loans and scholarships to students in genuine 

need. 

 

It would therefore be premature at this stage to give a figure of such students. 

 

Mr Gunness: Can I know from the Minister whether he will propose to 

Government to remove the conditionality of a wage earner following the death or serious 

incapacity of a wage earner for the granting of scholarship to children whose family earns 

less than Rs7,500, in absolute poverty? Can he ask Government to remove that 

conditionality? 

 

Mr Gokhool: As I said, we have to carry out the survey first. I have just noted the 

question being asked by the hon. Member and I can’t give an answer offhand. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

The Deputy Speaker: Order! 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Order! Hon. Minister! Order, I have said! I am on my feet! 

 

(Interruptions) 



 

Hon. Gunness! Hon. Gunness! I request you to remain silent. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Both of you! I am going to take some drastic measures now. Order! Next question. 

 

 

TRUST FUND FOR VULNERABLE GROUPS – 

NEEDY STUDENTS – ASSISTANCE (17/06/08) 

 

 

(No. B/723) Mr J.R. Spéville (Second Member for Rodrigues) asked the 

Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Finance and Economic Development whether he will, 

for the benefit of the House, obtain from the Trust Fund for Vulnerable Groups, 

information as to if the Trust Fund had recently approved a project to support the needy 

students and, if so – 

(a) the names of the students who have benefited therefrom, and 

(b) the amount of money approved as grants, indicating if the sums 

have been disbursed and, if so, since when. 

 

The Deputy Prime Minster, Minister of Finance and Economic Development 

(Dr. R. Sithanen): Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, one of the objectives of the Trust Fund for 

the Social Integration of Vulnerable Groups is to assist primary and secondary school 

children from needy and vulnerable families by providing them school materials in terms 

of school bags, copybooks, other stationery, uniforms and shoes. 

 

With regard to the information being sought, I presume that the hon. Member is 

referring to Trust Fund projects being implemented in Rodrigues. In this respect, I wish 

to inform the House that during this financial year, eight such projects submitted by 

NGOs, including PTAs, have been approved by the Trust Fund. 

 

As far as part (a) of the question is concerned, the eight projects cover a total of 

761 needy students. Mr Deputy Speaker Sir, I am advised that they have all gone through 

a screening process and out of respect to these needy students, it would not be appropriate 

to disclose their names. 

 

With regard to part (b) of the question, the Trust Fund has approved a total amount 

of Rs806,122 for implementing the eight projects. Out of this amount, a sum of Rs37,033 

was disbursed as grant on 23 January 2008 to the NGO promoting the project for the 

purchase of school materials. These materials were distributed to 26 school children on 

26 January 2008. 

 



The other seven projects were approved by the Trust Fund on 15 May 2008. I am 

informed that disbursement will be effected during the course of this week, on 

submission of the relevant quotations by the NGOs promoting the respective projects. 

 

Mrs Perrier: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, can I appeal to the Deputy Prime Minister 

that this is done at the beginning of the year and not in April. May as it happened in my 

constituency this year? It was in last April, but the students have got all their amenities. 

 

It was too late as the parents had already spent their money. 

 

Dr. Sithanen: I’ll look into it, Sir. 

/ 

 

 

NATIONAL COLLEGES – BASIC SPORTS AMENITIES (12/08/08) 

 

 

(No. B/1112) Mrs M. Martin (Second Member for Curepipe & 

Midlands) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources whether, in 

regard to the national colleges, he will state the number thereof which are not 

equipped with basic sports amenities infrastructure and multipurpose halls. 

 

The Minister of Local Government (Dr. J. B. David): Mr Speaker, 

Sir, with your permission, I am going to answer this question. 

 

As indicated in the reply to PQ B/920, there are now 15 National 

Colleges. Eight of them have all basic sports amenities and multipurpose 

halls. As regards the remaining seven, the information is being tabled, as 

they have partial basic sports amenities. In schools, where partial facilities 

are now available, action will be initiated to provide the additional facilities 

required. 

 

Mrs Martin: Mr Speaker, Sir, in schools where facilities are not 

available, especially the Forest Side SSS, where there is no multipurpose 

hall and not even basic sports amenities, can the hon. Minister say whether 

particular attention will be given to that school in order to, at least, give 

some space for the children to have that kind of activity? 

 

Dr. David: Mr Speaker, Sir, from information I have, they have got 

two volleyball pitches, one handball pitch and one football ground, and two 

volleyball and basketball grounds are coming in May 2009. 

 

Mrs Martin: Mr Speaker, Sir, since Curepipe is a very humid and 



rainy region, can the hon. Minister consider as well making facilities 

available for sports activities to be held indoors when the project is actually 

carried out? 

 

Dr. David: Mr Speaker, Sir, I will pass on the information to the 

Minister concerned. 

 









 
 


