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SECONDARY SCHOOLS - REGISTRATION 2007 – INSPECTIONS (10/04/07) 

 

(No. B/119) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and 

Floreal) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether, in 

regard to the registration of secondary schools for the year 2007, he will, for 

the benefit of the House, obtain from the Private Secondary Schools 

Authority, information as to whether inspections have been carried out and, 

if so – 

(a) during which period; 

(b) by whom, and 

(c) the number of secondary schools inspected. 

 

Reply: Registration of private secondary schools is normally carried 

out between May and September each year and such registration is normally 

based on the information already available on file and in the application 

form as well as appraisal made by the supervisor throughout the year/ or a 

comprehensive assessment exercise carried out by a panel of supervisors 

between May and September each year. The Board of the PSSA then 

approves registration on the basis of these recommendations. 

 

I am informed that for the purpose of the registration exercise of these 

schools in 2007, the PSSA carried out the comprehensive inspection of 81 

out of 98 grant aided schools between June and October 2006. The Board of 

the PSSA approved their registration on the strength of this exercise and the 

continuous assessment. 

 

The registration of the 19 other schools was also approved by the 

PSSA on the basis of available information and report of its supervisors 

throughout the year as I explained earlier. I am also informed that these 

schools are of high standard and have very good infrastructure and 

educational facilities. The decision of the Board of the PSSA was also 

guided by the excellent review obtained by these schools in the assessment 

carried out in 2006. 

 



PSSA – 

BOARD MEETING – WALKOUT (15/04/08) 

 

(No. B/259) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and Floreal) asked the 

Minister of Education and Human Resources whether he will, for the benefit of the House, 

obtain from the Private Secondary Schools Authority, information as to if, at its meeting of 02 

April 2008, some members of the Board effected a walkout and, if so, the reasons therefor. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, with your permission, I shall answer to 

both PQs B/259 and B/278 together as they relate to the same issue. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I was informed that at the last meeting of the Board of 

the Private Secondary School Authority held on 02 April 2008, a few members effected a 

walkout as a sign of protest relating to the following issues - 



(a) the recording of the discussions at the Board level; 

(b) adjustment of salaries of supervisors at the PSSA, and 

(c ) approval for Private Secondary Schools to run HSC classes. 

 

Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, it is not uncommon for members of Boards of parastatal bodies 

and companies to have diverging views on issues under consideration and as the proceedings of 

the Boards of the parastatal bodies are regulated by themselves, there are set procedures which 

are inbuilt in these Board proceedings to resolve diverging views. 

 

It is, therefore, imperative for Board Members, in the context of good governance, to 

adhere to the procedures and ensure that there is no conflict of interest between their individual 

role as either a trade unionist or a School Manager or on the basis of personal equations and their 

corporate responsibilities as a Board Member. 

 

In the circumstance, a walkout serves no useful purpose and on the contrary 

adversely affects the smooth running of the Authority in that decisions are delayed. I am 

informed by the PSSA that another Board meeting has been scheduled for tomorrow Wednesday 

16 April, 2008 and the issues at stake can be addressed at that meeting of the Board. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. Minister whether the members of the 

Board were protesting against the fact that decisions of the Board have been altered or overruled. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, as I sated, when the Minutes are 

presented, if there are representations to be made about the Minutes, these should be 

raised at the level of the Board. There are procedures to handle such situations at the 

Board level. 

 

Mr Jugnauth: Can I know from the Minister whether it is not the truth that the Board 

having taken decisions on two occasions not to grant certain things to certain persons or 

institutions, the Minister, without informing the Board, himself has overruled the Board’s 

decision and granted the request to the institution or to a particular person? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the PSSA Board Act is clear with regard to the 

powers of the Minister and I would read the relevant section to the powers of the Minister which 

the Minister is expected to exercise in certain circumstances. 

 

“Section 9 – powers of the Minister 

 

The Minister may, in relation to the exercise of his functions by the Board 

give such directions to the Board as he considers necessary in the public interest and 

the Board shall comply with those directions.” 

 

Mr Jugnauth: The Minister accepts that the reasons for the walkout of the Board 

members were as a result of the overturning of the decisions by the hon. Minister of the decision 

that the Board had taken. Is that the correct feeling? 

 



Mr Gokhool: There might be misinterpretation. Because when the Board has its 

deliberations, matters are referred to the Ministry and to the Minister for approval. I cannot just 

sign without verifying that everything is being done in order. I am exercising the powers which 

are vested upon me by the law. 

 

Mr Jugnauth: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, can I ask the hon. Minister, during the 

last few months, how many Board’s decisions he has overruled? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I think that these powers cannot be exercised indiscriminately. I 

cannot remember how many occasions, but I know that I have to exercise these powers when it is 

justified. In such cases where they are justified, I am going to use my powers. 

 

Mr Bhagwan: Can the Minister confirm the House that a majority of the Board members 

effected a walkout and that there was no quorum after they have left? 

 

Mr Gokhool; If there is no quorum, the meeting will stop. It is as simple as that. 

 

Mr Bhagwan: Will the hon. Minister confirm that it is the majority of the 

members left the Board meeting. 

 

Mr Gokhool: There was a walkout and the meeting did not continue. As far as 

quorum is concerned, I have to check. But the meeting did not continue after the walkout. 

 

Mr Lesjongard: Mr Deputy Speaker, from what I heard from the hon. Minister, may I 

understand that the Minister is selective in using his powers as per the law and that he has chosen 

not to act when we have torrential rains in this country? 

 

The Deputy Speaker: That has nothing to do with the question! 

 

 
PSSA – BOARD MEETING – WALKOUT (15/04/08) 

 

 

(No. B/278) Mr A. Jugnauth (First Member for Quartier Militaire & Moka) asked 

the Minister of Education & Human Resources whether, he will, for the benefit of the House, 

obtain from the PSSA, information as to if, at its meeting of 02 April 2008, several members of 

the Board thereof effected a walkout and, if so, the reasons therefor. 

 

(Vide reply to PQ No. B/259) 

 



 


