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PRIMARY CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT PROJECT - CPE – SCIENCE AND 

INFORMATICS SUBJECTS   (20/03/01) 

(No. B/52) Dr. S. Chady (Second Member for Port Louis Maritime and Port 

Louis East) asked the Minister of Education and Scientific Research whether, in regard to 

the Primary Curriculum Development Project, he will state – 

a. if Science and Informatics will be included for CPE examinations;  

b. if grading will be introduced, and  

c. his policy regarding the fate of oriental languages. 

Mr Obeegadoo: Mr Speaker, Sir, proposals of the Ministry of Education and 

Scientific Research relating to curriculum renewal at primary level have been submitted to 

Government and are presently under study. It would accordingly be premature and 

unhelpful to disclose details thereof at the present stage. In the circumstances, the hon. 

Member will appreciate that alleged details of the project published in the press are not 

necessarily accurate and may be misleading. 

Nonetheless, I wish to thank the hon. Member for the interest shown in the matter 

and wish to assure him that any curriculum reform project of my Ministry will necessarily 

give due importance to Science, Information Technology as well as to Asian Languages 

and Arabic. 

Once approval of Government is obtained, the proposals for curriculum renewal 

will be presented to the stakeholders of the primary sector for discussion. 

In addition, I intend to renew the initiative of meeting with Members of Parliament 

to discuss proposed reforms in education and I do hope that this time round the hon. 

Member will attend. My earnest hope is that we be all guided by the national interest, the 

interests of the nation's children and that proposed reforms in education be considered in a 

non partisan perspective. 

Dr. Chady: Mr Speaker, Sir, I just want to make one observation. I am glad that the 

Minister has said that whatever is being published in the newspapers is not official. I would 

have liked it if the hon. Minister would go to the press to explain that whatever is published 

therein is not from the curriculum nor is it the conclusion of any report, because this is 

creating a lot of confusion in the mind of people. 

Mr Obeegadoo: I must confess, Mr Speaker, Sir, that I have not been made aware 

of any doubts, widespread in public opinion, on this matter. I can assure the hon. Member 

that, very soon, these proposals will be made public and will then be opened to discussion. 



Once again, I wish to invite the hon. Member to attend the meeting of MPs. We had one a 

few months back, hon. Madun Dulloo and hon. Dr. Hookoom were there to discuss with 

all the other MPs of the reforms in education. I would invite hon. Dr. Chady to be in 

attendance next time. 

Dr. Chady: If the hon. Minister will give us the date and time of the next meeting 

then we will be able to attend. Now that the hon. Minister has said that this is not creating 

any doubt in the mind of people, I would like to know whether this information about 

grading whereby a student who scores 4 A+ with 86 points each would be lesser considered 

than a student who has 2 A+ and 2 A of 99 points each for 2 A+ and 84 points for 2 A in 

comparison with a pupil who has 4 A+ with an aggregate of 344 points while the other pupil 

who has 2 A+ and 2 A will have an aggregate of 366 points. So, if this information is not 

emanating from the Minister's document, I don't know how this has been published in the 

newspaper. This is creating doubt in the mind of the people and this means that the grading 

system does not have any foundation. 

Mr Obeegadoo: I would entreat the hon. Member to show a little patience so that 

very soon we can have some more meaningful discussion once Government has made 

public its proposals. 

Dr. Chady: May I ask another question, Mr Speaker, Sir? All that has been said 

about grading, informatics and science does not make sense at primary level; we all know. 

There are no resources; the hon. Minister should not take us for a ride. After five and a half 

months, it is better for the hon. Minister to come up with whatever is concrete and besides 

he should have responded about those articles which appeared in the newspaper. 

Mr Obeegadoo: Mr Speaker, Sir, the proof of the pudding is in the eating. When 

the project is made public, the resources will be there for the hon. Member to see. 

 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS - EDUCATIONAL REFORMS - ABOLITION OF CPE 

RANKING, IT CURRICULUM, ETC.  (17/04/01) 

   

(No. B/204) Mr M. Dowarkasing (Third Member for Curepipe and Midlands) 

asked the Minister of Education and Scientific Research whether in regard to educational 

reforms being proposed at the primary level, he will state - 

   

(a)   whether ranking at CPE will be abolished; 

(b)  how the existing inequalities in the present system of education will be reduced; 

(c)  how the Information Technology programme will be implemented so as to 

minimize the disparities that it may cause; and 

(d)  the time frame for the implementation of the new measures. 

   



Mr Obeegadoo: Sir, concerning part (a), having regard to the proposed reforms in 

education at the primary level, I am proposing that ranking at CPE be  

   

abolished as from the year 2002 so that this year's CPE examination be the last one to be 

held with the ranking system as we know it.  

   

As regards part (b), the reform proposed aims at reducing the existing inequalities 

in the present system of education.  The abolition of CPE ranking, will do away with the 

rat race competition in primary schools and will shift the focus on the needs of the child.  

The new primary curriculum aims at providing a broad-based  education to all children and 

creating, through an integrated and child-centred approach, conditions for their full 

development.  

   

With regard to part (c), Information Technology (IT) will be taught in all schools 

by a subject teacher and there will be a minimum of one computer laboratory in each 

school.  The IT curriculum focuses not only on an understanding of IT, but also in its use 

across the curriculum.  

   

The introduction of this new subject will provide opportunities for all children.  By 

virtue of the "hand-on" and practical methodology and approach to be used, the teaching 

of IT will provide opportunities for collaborative learning among pupils.  

   

As regards part (d), the Primary Curriculum Renewal Project will be phased in as 

from next year to be fully operational by 2004.  The details are provided in a document 

which has been circulated to all Members of the House.  As the hon. Member is aware, I 

also held a special briefing session on the subject at the National Assembly on Wednesday 

last and take this opportunity to thank all Members who attended.  

   

As regards abolition of CPE ranking and associated reforms, details will be made 

public shortly.  

   

Mr Dowarkasing: Mr Speaker, Sir, to enforce the IT programme, specialist 

teachers will be needed.  Can the hon. Minister inform the House how he intends to 

overcome this problem?  

   
Mr Obeegadoo: I do not foresee any particular problem, Mr Speaker, Sir.  The 

procedures are under way for the recruitment, in a very short while, of teachers in sufficient 

numbers to take charge of our computer labs in primary schools.  They will be offered a 

crash training course  - as explained in the document which the Member has been 

communicated - up to the end of this year so that they be available for posting in schools 

as from next year and facilities provided for further upgrading in due course.  

   



Mr Dowarkasing: We know today that the education sector is suffering a lot in 

terms of infrastructure; and now each school will be needing an additional IT lab.  What is 

the hon. Minister's plan in terms of improving the structures of the schools?  

   
Mr Obeegadoo: What is envisaged, Mr Speaker, Sir, is that wherever there are 

available spare rooms in existing primary schools, those rooms where they lend themselves 

to conversion would be converted into computer labs. Where that is not possible, at least 

one computer lab will be built. What is envisaged in that for all primary schools with one, 

two or three streams, we will have one computer lab. In schools where there are more than 

three streams, there will be, at least, two computer labs.  Everything has been minutely 

planned. We foresee the need for the construction of 222 new computer labs.  Funds have 

been made available. Government has already approved the plans. We are in the process 

of working with other Ministries concerned such as the Ministry of Public Infrastructure 

for the detailed phasing in of those constructions.  

   
Mr Chumroo: Will the hon. Minister tell us whether the MIE has been organised 

to respond to the demands for the teachers' training so as to cope with the situation next 

year?  

   
Mr Obeegadoo: That is under way, Mr Speaker, Sir.  In fact, there is a combined 

effort of the MIE, of the NCITRC which is located at my Ministry and the Technical School 

Management Trust Fund to provide training and the infrastructural back-up for the training 

of those teachers.  

   
Mr Dowarkasing: Regarding the low-achieving schools, does the hon. Minister 

have any plans in terms of the IT Programme? Because those schools already get some 

special attention, and will that special attention be given in the IT Programme?  

   
Mr Obeegadoo: Certainly, Mr Speaker, Sir, the hon. gentleman can rest assured 

that in whatever we are going to undertake in the educational field, priority of consideration 

will be given to the deprived areas of the country and to the special support schools.  



 



 





 

 

 

 



 











 













 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 























 











































 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



















 



YEAR 2005 

 
CREOLE LANGUAGE - TEACHING MEDIUM - PILOT SCHEME    (01/03/05) 

 

(No. B/164) Mr S. Michel (Third Member for Vacoas & Floreal) asked 

the Minister of Education & Scientific Research whether, in regard to the 'kreol' 

language, he will state - 

(a) if a pilot scheme to introduce 'kreol' as a medium of teaching has 

been initiated at the beginning of this year; 

(b) the content and duration of the scheme, and 

(c) the schools, if any, where the scheme is being implemented. 

 

Mr Obeegadoo: Mr Speaker, Sir, the hon. Member will recall that on 26 

October 2004 in reply to a Parliamentary Question, I mentioned that it was 

envisaged to launch a pilot project for the use of Mauritian Creole as teaching 

medium in the early years of primary school, as from this year sponsored by 

UNESCO. In this connexion, a project document has been proposed by the 

Project Manager which defines a road map for the use of Mauritian Creole as a 

medium in the teaching and learning process at lower primary level. Further, 

three major activities to implement the pilot project are, I am told, presently 

being carried out - 

(i) training programmes for primary school teachers and facilitators; 

(ii) an information campaign to sensitise parents and key stakeholders 

on the pilot project, and 

(iii) the preparation of paedagogical material for teachers concerned. 

 

I am further informed that these activities would be completed by the end 

of the first term of schooling this year. 

 

Parental agreement and teachers commitment are being sought for the 

successful implementation of the pilot project. According to information 

obtained, a series of meetings have been held with all stakeholders, that is, 

parents, headteachers, teachers, NGO representatives with a view to building a 

shared understanding of this pilot project and to obtaining their collaboration 

and support. 

 

As regards part (b) of the question, I am informed that the project has 

three key functions establishing a link between the school and the home 

environment, "libérer la parole de l'enfant", and then reconciling the child 

with the school environment. 

 

The content of the pedagogical programme addresses the following – 

(i) sensitisation of teachers on the effectiveness of using the 



mother tongue in the learning process of children; 

(ii) the development of a methodology and activities for oral 

transmission in Mauritian creole, and 

(iii) the use of Mauritian creole as a pedagogical support in 

the teaching of Mathematics. 

 

The pilot project will last for a period of 11 months. 

 

As regards part (c) of the question, two schools have been identified 

for the implementation of the pilot scheme, one of which is in Rodrigues. 

Consultations are presently being held with parents for the successful 

implementation of the project in those two schools. 

 

 
SCHOOLS (PRIMARY) – CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION   (13/09/05) 

 

(No. 1 B/282) Mr S. Dayal (Second Member for Quartier Militaire 

and Moka) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether 

he will state if the subject of Citizenship Education is being taught in 

primary school and, if not, why not. 

 

Mr Gokhool: I am informed that the Curriculum Renewal Project in 

the primary sector which was effective since March 2001 provided for 

Citizenship Education to be introduced in an incremental manner in the 

primary schools over the period 2001–2005. Citizenship Education was thus 

introduced in the primary schools in the third term of the year 2001, on a 

trial basis for upper primary classes. 

  

The objectives of Citizenship Education are to inculcate in our 

children knowledge of the social and natural environment, and learning to 

live together harmoniously as active members in a multicultural society; and 

to create a sense of awareness among the children of their rights, duties, safe 

and healthy living principles, of democracy, peace, co-existence and gender 

equality. 

 

When it was decided to introduce the subject in schools, a panel 

prepared the textbook for the teaching of that subject in standards IV, V and 

VI. However, upon introduction of the subject, it was found that the 

instructional materials in the textbook were too difficult for the pupils. 

Subsequently, in 2002, following representations from different quarters, 

particularly from the teachers and the unions, the materials were reviewed 

and it was decided to have a combined textbook (for standards IV to VI), as 

a trial material, for upper primary schools. 



 

Citizenship Education was meant to be taught by general purpose 

teachers has, in fact, been neglected by schools. Teachers were not imparted 

the appropriate training that would have enabled them to effectively teach 

the subject. 

 

Statistics reveal that some 10% of primary schools actually teach the 

subject. The periods meant for conducting Citizenship Education are rather 

spent for the teaching of other examinable subjects. The fate of Citizenship 

Education shows again a disparity between intention and reality. 

 

My Ministry is, therefore, proposing, in the context of curriculum 

reforms, to adopt a cross curricular approach to the teaching of Citizenship 

Education. Standards I, II and III are crucial periods for the child to develop 

cognitive, affective, and psychomotor skills, and during those stages they 

will be exposed to Civic Values. As for standards IV, V and VI, the themes 

for Citizenship Education will be integrated into the curriculum in languageteaching, 

Environmental Studies and Science. 

 

Mr Dayal: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, would the Minister inform the 

House of the amount spent on this project? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, as I said, this was an 

important project and money was made available to the tune of some Rs2 m. 

But when I examined the way the project has been handled, and it has not 

been implemented successfully, it tantamounts to a waste of public funds. 

 

Mr Dayal: Is the hon. Minister aware that the textbooks proposed 

were much disputed, controversial and not secular? Does he consider it to 

be a judicious use of public funds? 

 

Mr Gokhool: As indicated, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the material was 

too difficult for the pupils of Standard IV, V and VI and that is one of the 

reasons why the project has been abandoned. Only 10% of the schools are 

teaching Citizenship Education. This is why I say it tantamounts to a 

wastage of public funds. 

 

 



YEAR 2006 

 

 
PRIMARY SUBJECT ROADMAP PLAN – INTRODUCTION   (04/04/06) 

 

(No. B/113) Mr G. Gunness (Third Member for Montagne 

Blanche and GRSE) asked the Minister of Education and Human 

Resources whether, he will state if his Ministry has prepared a “Primary 

Subject Roadmap Plan” and, if so, will he state whether the matter has been 

discussed with all stakeholders. 

 

The Minister of Local Government (Dr. J. B. David): Mr Speaker, 

Sir, in the context of education reforms and World Class Quality Education, 

the Ministry of Education & Human Resources has come up with a series of 

measures for implementation at school levels. 

 

One such measure is the introduction of a “Primary Subject Roadmap 

(Workplan)” which should be filled in by the teachers with a copy handed 

over to every pupil. 



 

The objective of the roadmap is to enable the students to know well in 

advance the topics/chapters that the teachers propose to cover during and in 

the coming week thus enabling effective teaching and learning. 

 

I am informed, Mr Speaker, Sir, that before coming up with such a 

measure, my colleague, the hon. Minister of Education & Human Resources, 

has, on different occasions and at different instances, kept stakeholders 

informed of his intention thereon. Moreover, in the quality initiatives for 

World Class Quality Education 2006 which was launched at the beginning 

of the School Academic Year and which has been circulated to all 

stakeholders, it is clearly mentioned that the weekly plan of work of teachers 

will be formalised and students will be provided with subject roadmap at the 

beginning of each term. Parents will, therefore, be informed of the weekly 

plan of work of the teachers and how their children are progressing. The 

Ministry believes that this is a good practice which is internationally 

accepted. 

 

So far the Ministry has not received any official complaint on the 

implementation of the roadmap. 

  

Mr Gunness: Mr Speaker, Sir, can I know from the Minister whether 

there was a deadline for the filling of that roadmap? 

 

Dr. David: I see from a letter dated 07 March, addressed to 

Directors of all zones in which it is mentioned that the roadmap should be 

sent to Head Teachers and Rectors. Anyway, teachers have been informed 

about it. 

 

Mr Gunness: Can I know from the Minister, therefore, how many 

teachers have, up to now, done so? 

 

Dr. David: I won’t be able to know, Mr Speaker, Sir. The main 

question concerns the preparation of a Primary School roadmap. I don’t 

have the information as to whether the matter has been discussed 

 

Mr Gunness: Mr Speaker, Sir, because this question has not been 

answered, can I know from the Minister whether there have been discussions 

with the unions before preparing the roadmap? 

 

Dr. David: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am not quite sure whether there have 

been direct discussions with the unions, but from the information I have, it 

has been aired sufficiently. Information notes to that effect have been widely 



circulated. I read from the World Class Quality Education brochure – 

 

“The weekly plan of work of teachers will be formalised and students 

will be provided with subject roadmaps at the beginning of each 

term.” 

 

This brochure has been circulated by hundreds, if not by thousands, Mr 

Speaker, Sir. 

 

Mr Gunness: I understand that there have been no direct discussions 

as the Minister is saying. Therefore, is the Minister aware that the teachers 

already prepare their daily notes, their scheme of works, their weekly plan of 

work and their term-wise plan. Therefore, why should there be a 

duplication? 

 

Dr. David: Mr Speaker, Sir, weekly notes or termwise notes are in 

fact prepared. These are submitted to the head teacher. Now the Ministry 

wants parents to be involved and this is a good thing. Parents should know 

what their wards will cover during week I, week 2, week 3 and so on. As I 

said, there has been no official contest submitted at the Ministry's level. 

 

Mr Gunness: Since there has been no direct discussion, can I ask 

whether the substantive Minister will be prepared to meet the unions to 

discuss the matter? 

 

Dr. David: Mr Speaker, Sir, as I said, the Ministry has received no 

official contest from the unions; no letter, nothing has been submitted by the 

the union. 

 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS PRINCIPLES – AWARENESS BY STUDENTS    (04/04/06) 

 

(No. B/129) Mr D. Rucktooa (Second Member for Grand Baie & 

Poudre d’Or) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources 

whether he will state if the school curricula will be amended with a view to 

increasing the awareness of human rights principles by students. 

 

The Minister of Local Government (Dr. J. B. David): Mr Speaker, 

Sir, citizenship education was supposed to become an integral part of the 

primary school curriculum as from 2001, and for that purpose a sum of more 

than Rs3 m. has been spent to produce a textbook, which was subsequently 

found to be inadequate and inappropriate for use at primary level. While on 

the one hand the textbook was overloaded with technical details, basic issues 



like national festivals were mishandled and some national festivals were 

omitted in the textbook, thereby causing serious prejudice to national 

harmony in the country. As a matter of fact, the textbook, which was 

badly conceived, was rejected by the teachers, and as a consequence, 

citizenship education is not being taught in our schools. 

 

As regards the secondary sector, the teaching of citizenship education 

and human rights is done in an informal manner, cutting across subjects. 

 

As a remedial step, consideration will be given to the possibility of 

integrating citizenship education and human rights education into the main 

domains of learning as a cross cutting theme. Pedagogical activities aiming 

at raising awareness of children will also be organised. 

 

Further, the Ministry has already signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding with the International Committee of the Red Cross in 

November 2005 for the training of our teachers on humanitarian law. The 

Ministry will integrate the teaching of humanitarian law into the secondary 

curriculum. 

 

Mr Varma: Mr Speaker, Sir, can the hon. Minister inform the House 

whether it is envisaged that human rights becomes an examinable subject? 

 

Dr. David: As I said, Mr Speaker, Sir, it may not become an 

examinable subject, but it will form part basically in most of the subjects 

taught at school. For example, in an English or French class, human rights 

could be taught from appropriate passages. This may be the case for other 

subjects where it is possible to have it as a component. 

 

Dr. Mungur: Mr Speaker, Sir, there are two ways of including the 

human rights education in the curriculum. First, we can institute a separate 

subject dedicated to human rights education and second, we can integrate 

human rights in all the subjects like geography, history and biology. Can the 

Minister state, at this point in time, what are the future options of his 

Ministry regarding increasing the awareness of human rights principles by 

students? 

 

Dr. David: Mr Speaker, Sir, the hon. Member has just mentioned two 

possibilities. I believe that they are not mutually exclusive. Both can be 

included in the school curriculum. I consider human rights to be a very 

important component at school level. This is the place where students may 

learn about their rights and responsibilities. Every opportunity, apart from 

the classroom where this can be inculcated, would certainly do good to 



democracy. 

 

 

 
SCHOOLS - SEXUAL EDUCATION, HIV/AIDS, ETC        (04/04/06) 

 

(No. B/137) Dr. R. Mungur (Second Member for Flacq and Bon Accueil) 

asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether it is proposed to 

introduce a structured and comprehensive school based curriculum having a culturally 

sensitive, age-appropriate, accurate and a non-judgmental education about sexuality as 

well as HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases. 

 

Reply: I wish to thank the hon. Member for his question and to inform him 

that in Mauritius curriculum development is undertaken on a national basis and 

therefore the concept of a school based curriculum which allows each school to 

elaborate its own teaching and learning experiences does not yet exist. 

 

That being said, there is certainly need to revisit the whole question of 

exposure of our young students to sex education as well as HIV/AIDS and other 

sexually transmitted diseases which are, understandably, sensitive issues but have 

remained for too long so controversial that they have been conveniently ignored. 

The existing primary and lower secondary curricula do provide for the 

limited coverage of some specific topics related to elementary sex education. For 

example at the primary level, pupils are exposed to the body system, growth and 

development, puberty and basic HIV/AIDS issues through the subject of Health 

and Physical Education as from standard V. At the secondary level, students are 

exposed, through Integrated Science, to changes occurring at puberty, family 

planning, birth control and sexually transmitted diseases. 

 

In addition organisations like the Mauritius Family Planning Association and 

Action Familiale carry out periodically briefing sessions in the secondary schools for the 

benefit of both teacher and student while the Health and Anti Drug Unit of the Ministry 

organises talk, activities and other co-curricular activities in 

collaboration with the Ministry of Health & Quality of Life and Non –Governmental 

Organisations. A case in point is the recent talk held on 16 March 2006 by this Ministry 

in collaboration with the Ministry of Health & Quality of Life. 

 

Admittedly this is not enough and the next step will be for my Ministry in 

the weeks to come to identify collaborators having experience in exposure of 

students to sex education and to develop a strategy and a structured approach to sex 

education in our schools. 

 

 



PRIMARY & SECONDARY SCHOOLS – SEX EDUCATION - 

INTRODUCTION        (18/04/06) 

 

(No. B/298) Mr V. Mardemootoo (Second Member for Rivière des 

Anguilles & Souillac) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources 

whether he will consider the advisability of introducing sex education in 

both primary and secondary schools. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, sex education is a very sensitive and 

controversial issue, and there is no standard approach to the teaching of the 

subject worldwide. Each country should develop its own standards to 

address its own cultural specificities. 

 

The existing primary and lower secondary curricula do provide for 

limited coverage of some specific topics related to elementary sex education. 

For instance, at the primary level, pupils are exposed to the body system and 

lifestyle, growth, development, puberty and other basic issues through the 

subject of the Health & Physical Education as from Standard V. At the 

secondary level, students are exposed to basic sex education in the 

Integrated Science. In addition, organisations like the Mauritius Family 

Planning Association and Action Familiale carry out periodic briefing 

sessions in secondary schools for both the benefit of teachers and pupils, 

while the Health & Anti Drug Unit of my Ministry, the Ministry of Health & 

Quality of Life and other NGOs do organise talks and other co-curricular 

activities in this respect. 

/… 
 

I strongly believe that sex education must become a life skill that 

empowers the child not only to know about the functions of his or her body 

at different stages of evolution, sexual reproduction and diseases but should 

also include and be surrounded by a whole set of healthy attitude and moral 

values. Sex education should help the learner to become responsible for his 

or her body and enabled him/her to take wise action and wise responsible 

choices. In fact, UNESCO treats sex education as a life skill and in 

countries where it has been introduced in school curriculum; it is being 

given the same treatment. 

 

As part of its Quality Initiatives for 2006, my Ministry has already 

introduced the School Health Project at secondary schools. This project will 

initiate secondary schools students in becoming responsible for their health 

and in reinforcing positive behaviours. In this connection school health 

clubs are being set up with the objectives of motivating students to value 

good health, encouraging positive peer to peer influence, strengthen 



collaboration among students, develop life skills and promotion of health 

and prevention of addictive behaviours. In this context, on Monday 17 July, 

a residential training project has been launched for school health clubs of 70 

colleges. 

 

My Ministry will continue in this process and will develop an 

integrated consensual value based strategy for health education and sex 

education will be dealt with as part of the curricula at both primary and 

secondary levels. Finally, I would like to refer the hon. Member to my reply 

to PQ No. B/137. 

 

Mr Mardemootoo: Mr Speaker, Sir, I get the impression that the 

Minister is beating about the bush. My question is whether he will consider 

to introduce sexual education, especially with the fast evolution of our 

youngsters… 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

…because I believe that the introduction of this education … 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker: Order! 

 

Mr Mardemootoo: …will send a preventive and positive signal. I 

just want to know whether the answer is yes or no. 

 

Mr Gokhool: The issue is quite complex as I said. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker, Sir, we should not deal with it in an isolated manner. As per the 

UNESCO guidelines, it will be integrated. The answer is yes, it will be 

integrated in the Health Education Programme. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I know from the Minister whether 

he has taken cognizance of proposals for sexual education submitted to his 

Ministry by a group called EVA, Eveil à la Vie, as a whole, not piecemeal? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, as I have stated this matter is being 

looked into by my Ministry and a proper proposal with regard to health 

education which will integrate sex education will be put forward by the 

Ministry. 



 

 

YOUNGSTERS – CIVIC EDUCATION     (16/05/06) 

 

(No. B/537) Mr M. Allet (Second Member for Beau Bassin and 

Petite Rivière) asked the hon. Minister of Education and Human Resources 

whether he will state if Government has any project in regard to the civic 

education of youngsters. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I wish to refer the hon. Member to the 

reply which my colleague, the Minister of Local Government gave in his 

capacity as Minister of Education and Human Resources to PQ B/129 at the 

sitting of the National Assembly on 04 April 2006. 

 

Citizenship Education is supposed to have been introduced by the 

previous Government in the primary schools but although the subject was on 

the timetable, it was not actually taught in class. Textbooks which have 

been written at heavy costs have remained unused, because they were found 

to be inappropriate for the pupils. 

 

The curriculum reforms which I have set in motion will take into 

consideration the teaching of Civic Education to our youngsters both at 

primary and secondary levels and appropriate time-tabling arrangements will 

be made. 

 

My Ministry is also envisaging the introduction of Humanitarian Law 

and Human Rights into the secondary curriculum. This will give a broader 

view of our responsibilities as citizens in a global context. In this 

connection, appropriate training programmes will be put in place by my 

Ministry. 

 

 

SCHOOLS (PRIMARY) - ICT TEACHERS – EMPLOYMENT   (23/05/06) 

 

(No. B/600) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and 

Floreal) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether he 

will state if his Ministry is considering offering permanent employment to 

the information and Communication Technologies (ICT) teachers who are 

presently working as such in the primary schools of Mauritius and the Island 

of Rodrigues. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, ICT was introduced in primary 

schools in January 2003. The original project had planned for the setting up 



of fully equipped IT laboratories in fifty primary schools per year. 

However, to this date, only fifty (50) IT laboratories have been set up. At 

this rate, the setting up of IT laboratories in all the 275 primary schools 

would have to wait for five years. 

  

My Ministry has, therefore, evolved a new strategy to accelerate the 

process of the establishment of IT laboratories in primary schools. Under 

the new strategy, each school will be provided with five (5) computers and 

one printer. The procurement of equipment is under way. 

 

In view of the fact that the General Purpose teachers were not 

appropriately trained in ICT, 329 ICT teachers were recruited in four batches 

as from April-June 2002 on a four-year contract basis to allow 

implementation of the ICT project. The ICT teachers were required to follow 

a full time training course at the MIE as from April 2002 to May 2003, 

leading to the "Certificate of Proficiency in ICT Education" before being 

posted in primary schools in January 2003 for the teaching of ICT. 

  

There are presently 243 ICT teachers and they have recently been 

informed that their contract of employment has been renewed for a further 

period of two years, upon the same terms and conditions of their initial 

contract of employment. 

 

The Ministry is in the process of setting up a Joint Committee 

comprising the MIE and the CIB, (Central Informatics Bureau) among 

others, to map out the future IT strategy for primary schools, including the 

future staffing requirements. The decisions of this Ministry will be 

governed by the recommendations of the Joint Committee. 

 

 
MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY SUBJECTS 

TEACHING IN SCHOOLS        (30/05/06) 

 

(No. B/652) Mr S. Dayal (Second Member of Quartier Militaire and 

Moka) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether he will state if his 

Ministry has any plan to encourage and promote the teaching of Mathematics, Science 

and Technology in our schools and, if so, where matters stand. 

 

(Withdrawn) 

 

 

 
PRIMARY SCHOOLS - MANDARIN LANGUAGE     (13/06/06) 



 

(No. B/762) Mr G. Gunness (Third Member for Montagne 

Blanche and GRSE) asked the Minister of Education and Human 

Resources whether he is aware that there have been requests for teachers to 

teach the mandarin language in primary schools and, if so, will he state - 

(a) the number of schools which have made such requests, and 

(b) if they were acceded to, indicating the number thereof and, if 

not, the reasons therefor. 

 

Reply: As regards part (a) of the question, I wish to inform the hon. 

Member that in the year 2006, my Ministry has received three requests for 

the teaching of mandarin from the following three schools - 

(i) Notre Dame de la Visitation RCA, Vocoas 

(ii) St. Joseph RCA (ex-Montagne Blanche RCA), Montagne 

Blanche, and 

(iii) Emilienne Rochecouste G. S, Quatre Bornes 

Concerning part (b), the requests from the Notre Dame de la 

Visitation RCA, Vacoas, and from the St. Joseph RCA, which were received 

in early January/February 2006, have been acceded to by the Ministry. 

 

As regards part (c), the Emilienne Rochecouste G. S, Quatre Bornes, 

the Head Teacher of he school had made a request for the services of a 

Mandarin teacher on 28 April 2006. In view of he fact that the request was 

received at the beginning of the Second Term of this year, and further to 

discussions held by the Mandarin Supervisor with the Head Teacher of the 

school, it was agreed that the teaching of Mandarin could start next year. 

 

Accordingly, a Mandarin teacher will be posted at the school at the 

beginning of the next academic year in 2007. 

 

 
MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY – TEACHING    (13/06/06) 

 

(No. B/712) Mr S. Dayal (Second Member for Quartier Militaire 

and Moka) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether 

he will state if his Ministry has any plan to encourage and promote the 

teaching of Mathematics, Science and Technology in schools and, if so, 

where matters stand. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, Government fully recognises the vital 

role of Mathematics, Science and Technology within our vision of a world 

class quality education accessible to all, especially in view of our 

commitment to develop our human resources which will respond to the 



emerging needs of a global economy increasingly being driven by science 

and technology. 

 

It is precisely against this backdrop that emphasis is laid in the 

Government Programme 2005/1010 on the need to give a major boost to 

teaching of Mathematics, Science and Technology, which are lagging 

behind. 

 

It is a matter of regret that between 2000/2005, the focus of the 

previous Government was on access and on construction of schools only to 

the detriment of curriculum, content and pedagogy. For example, it is 

unimaginable that primary and secondary curricula have remained static for 

decades. 

 

As a first step towards the objectives set out in the Government 

Programme 2005-2010, a national debate on curriculum was launched in 

December 2005 for the renewal of the primary and secondary curricula. 

Once the renewal document is finalised and approved by Government in the 

weeks to come, the next step will be to write the new curricula for the 

different subjects and to concurrently prepare the new textbooks on the lines 

of the new curricula. The new textbooks will be designed in such a way as 

to encourage and promote all subjects, but with particular emphasis on 

Mathematics, Science and Technology. 

 

In addition to the new textbooks, consideration is also being given to the 

following measures – 

(i) the possibility of including in the core compulsory subjects at 

School Certificate level, English, French and Maths one Science 

subject, so that students who opt for Arts and Economic Side have 

at least some competencies in Science up to Form V level; 

(ii) the organisation in August 2006 of a workshop with UNESCO for 

the benefit of policy makers, the educationists and teachers of how 

to strengthen the quality and relevance of Science and Technology 

educational policies and programmes, and 

(iii) the introduction of Internet and Computing Core Certification 

Programme (IC3), as recently approved by Government. This 

programme will be integrated in the curriculum of ICT at the level 

of Forms I to III. 

 

Further, the MIE has been required in February this year to review its 

training programme for Science teachers to make the learning of Science 

more learner-friendly so as to create greater interest in Science and 

technology amongst students. 



 

With the help of Mauritius Research Council, primary schools are 

being encouraged to set up semi-mobile science labs and creativity corners 

in order to increase the interest of our students at an early age for science 

literacy. All these measures are intended to encourage and promote the 

teaching of Mathematics, Science and Technology in our schools. 

 

Mr Dayal: Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to ask a very precise 

question. Will the hon. Minister state to the House how he is going to 

increase the low participation of 30% of students taking Science subjects as 

he, himself, has stated in this very House? 

 

Mr Gokhool: As I indicated, Mr Speaker, Sir, first, we have to 

review the curriculum - which is being done. This is a process that takes 

some time. The new textbooks have to be written, training has to be 

provided. All these have been started and it would take some time. I cannot 

give a precise date as to when this is going to happen. 

 

Mr Dayal: Is the hon. Minister aware that a Centre for Science, 

Mathematics and Technology as a NEPAD flagship, was recently launched 

in Nairobi, Kenya, with a view to creating scientists, mathematicians and 

engineers, which are vital for productivity and prosperity? 

 

Mr Gokhool: This may very well be, but I indicated that the MRC is 

looking at the Science and Technology Policy and we are working in close 

collaboration to improve the status of Science and Technology in our school 

system. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Will the hon. Minister then confirm that 

Science will not be compulsory in the near future? It is something that will 

come much later on. 

 

Mr Gokhool: As I indicated, the Curriculum Renewal Report is 

going to be submitted to Government. Once it is approved, the proposal 

contained is that we have at least one Science subject, which is taught up to 

Form V. A decision will have to be taken in the light of the report, which 

will be submitted. 

 

Mr Dayal: Mr Speaker, will the hon. Minister state to the House 

whether any delegate from Mauritius has ever attended any training 

programme in the country that I mentioned and, if yes, whether the officer 

has made any recommendation from his report? 

 



Mr Gokhool: I am not aware of this kind of participation, but if the 

hon. Member indicates to me which institution it is, I’ll look into it and see 

whether any report has been submitted or any recommendation has been 

made. 

 

It could very well be the Mauritius Institute of Education, but I’ll have 

to check. 

 

Mr Dayal: Mr Speaker, Sir, it relates to the same question. I am 

making the hon. Minister aware that such a training programme took place 

between 11 November and 07 December 2004. Will the hon. Minister state 

to the House whether Government will reconsider the century old policy of 

granting State scholarships by increasing the number of scholarships to 

study Science, Technology and Mathematics? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, this is a point I note and which I’ll 

refer to the Ministry, and we will look into the implications. But, as I said, 

we are determined to promote Science and Technology. And this is a 

proposal, which can well be looked into. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Speaker, Sir, the hon. Minister has 

just mentioned that the Curriculum Reform Programme is already on and it 

is presently being done. My question would be whether there is a time 

frame for the completion of the curriculum review and when do we intend to 

implement it? 

 

Mr Gokhool: The time frame is to focus on the primary school sector 

first as a priority and, subsequently, to move on to the secondary schools. I 

think we should start the implementation of this programme by 2008. 

 

Mr Speaker: A last question! 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Maybe I have to draw the attention of 

the hon. Minister to the effect that in the primary sector, Science is already 

being taught and it is compulsory. Everyone takes Science already in the 

primary sector right now. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Yes, as I indicated, the interest in Science literacy is 

very low and you can see the repercussion in secondary schools, where only 

about 30% of students take Science subjects; and this is what we are going 

to rectify. 

 

(Interruptions) 



 

Mr Speaker: I said last question! Sorry! Hon. Dayal, put your 

question please. 

 

 

SCHOOLS (PRIMARY) – COMPUTERS    (11/07/06) 

 

(No. B/953) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and 

Floreal) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether, in 

regard to primary schools, he will state – 

(a) the number thereof presently equipped with a computer room or 

library cum computer room, and 

(b) the number of computers sent by his Ministry thereto during the 

period 2001 to 2005. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, with regard to part (a) of the question, 

I wish to inform the hon. Member that, presently, there are 232 primary 

schools in Mauritius and 13 in Rodrigues equipped with a computer room or 

library cum computer room. The details are as follows – 

 

No. of schools having computer room -       52 

No. of schools having library cum computer room-   193 

No. of schools where classrooms are being equipped 

for ICT facilities -          28 

TOTAL          273 

 

With regard to part (b) of the question, the number of PCs supplied to 

schools from 2001 to 2005 is as follows - 

 

Year         No. of PCS 

 

2001(May-June)            400 

2002      - 

2003      - 

2004     - 

2005     - 

 

As from 2006, the Ministry of Education and Human Resources has 

adopted a new and accelerated approach with regard to the implementation 

and operationalisation of the project and the number of computers which 

have been distributed to the schools is 1,375 PCs in 275 schools. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, if I got the Minister right, he 



mentioned that no computers were sent to schools in 2002, 2003 and 2004. 

So, may I ask the hon. Minister whether computers were sent to, for 

example, Barkly Government School and Reunion Government School - I 

have got two examples - in 2002 or 2003? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I have given the information I have, Mr Speaker, Sir. 

But it is also a fact that in certain schools, PTAs and other stakeholders have 

donated computers. But, as per the information I have, the last time when 

computers were sent to schools was in May/June 2001, and that the number 

was 400. 

 

Mrs Labelle: May I, Mr Speaker, Sir, with your permission, ask the 

hon. Minister to check his information and see how many computers were 

sent to these schools because I am aware that the Ministry sent, at least, two 

and in certain cases three computers to certain schools? So, may I request 

the Minister to look into this information? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I will check the information, but the 

material fact is that, at that point in time, there were no computer rooms in 

the schools. 

 

Mrs Labelle: May I ask the Minister whether the 52 computer rooms 

and the 193 that he has mentioned were constructed during the past year 

only? 

 

Mr Gokhool: With regard to the schools having computer rooms, I 

think these were conversion of classrooms which are available and these 

have just now been completed. 

 

Dr. Mungur: According to the current proposal, can I ask the 

Minister what is the computer/pupil ratio now? 

 

Mr Gokhool: We have distributed 1,375 computers. One printer in 

each school. The total number of schools is 275 and the number of pupils in 

the schools is around 125,000. So, we can work out the ratio. 

 

 
SCHOOL CURRICULUM - HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

PROGRAMME    (25/07/06) 

 

(No. B/1118) Mr S. Dayal (Second Member for Quartier Militaire 

and Moka) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether 

he will state if he will consider the advisability of introducing a health 



education programme in the school curriculum. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, health and physical education is 

already on the time table of primary schools. The health component, in the 

Teachers’ Guide of Standard VI, has lessons on first aid in cases of choking, 

bleeding, fainting and blisters, on basic facts about high blood pressure. 

Children are taught about good food habits, safety measures and action to be 

taken in cases of different injuries. 

However, it should be noted that though the health and physical 

education appears on the time table, very few schools have, in actual fact, 

taught this discipline. As from January 2007, in line with curricula reforms, 

we shall be working on new Standard I textbooks. Health and physical 

education will be on the time table and care will be taken to ensure that it is 

taught in all schools. 

 

As far as the secondary curriculum is concerned, an arm of my 

Ministry called Health and Anti-Drug Unit, carries out activities in 

secondary schools to sensitise teachers, pupils and administrative staff about 

important health issues. Workshops have been run in collaboration with the 

Ministry of Health and Quality of Life on HIV/AIDS in 158 Private and 

Secondary State Schools and some 30 more schools are left to be covered. 

 

Sensitization workshops on HIV/AIDS will be carried out during the third 

term in these thirty schools as an exceptional measure. About 8500 teachers 

and administrative staff have been trained so far. 

 

When we talk of curriculum, we also mean co-curricular activities. 

Heads of schools have been asked to revitalize the health clubs. In April, a 

week’s workshop was held at Mahebourg Creativity Centre to induct health 

club leaders into the tasks constituting the health sensitization programme. 

 

In fact, this is a way to empower our youth to assume their responsibility. 

Another similar workshop for Zone 3 has just ended at France Boyer de la 

Giroday SSS. My Ministry has already initiated action for the setting up of a 

Regional Health and Education Council which will provide a holistic 

approach to health in schools. 

 

Quite apart from the above, there are a series of initiatives which are 

taken at the level of the zones to promote health education in schools, like 

the early screening of pupils, talks on non communicable diseases in 

collaboration with the Ministry of Health and Quality of Life and the 

proposed issue of a pamphlet on HIV/AIDS. 

 



I wish to assure the hon. Member and the House that, in the context of 

Quality Education, my Ministry is evolving a coherent policy on Health and 

Physical Education. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, since the hon. Minister has referred to 

health education in secondary schools, may I ask the hon. Minister whether 

these activities are a regular feature and, if so, what are the sequences? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have given the details of activities 

that have been carried out and also the proposal to set up a regional Health 

and Education Council. It is in that respect that a holistic coherent policy is 

being developed. As a result of that, we can lay out a time-table which did 

not exist in the past. This is an innovative measure which my Ministry is 

taking. 

 
 

GOVERNMENT PRIMARY SCHOOLS - STDS I TO V PUPILS - 

ASSESSMENT  (07/11/06) 

 

(No. B/1325) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and 

Floreal) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources whether he 

will state if his Ministry has given instructions to schools not to insert the 

A+ grade in the results of pupils of Standard I to V and, if so, will he give 

the reasons therefor. 

 

Reply: The assessment for Standard I to Standard V in Government 

primary schools has always been based on a grading system which ranges 

from A to E and U. Assessment at these levels are internal to the school. My 

Ministry does not think that there is the need to change the internal 

assessment system, given that examinations at these levels are viewed as a 

formative exercise geared towards the improvement of pupils’ performance. 

 

The scripts at lower primary level, i.e. from Standard I to III, are marked by 

the class teacher and may contain an element of subjectivity. 

 

For Standard IV and V, the scripts are marked by a group of teachers 

from the school, itself, without any consultation with other panels from other 

schools. However, there is no external moderation or quality control on the 

marking of scripts with the result that the grading obtained is particular to 

the school and there is no consistency between one school and another. 

 

Already in previous years (2000 to 2005), some schools used a 

grading similar to A+ and in view of the change in the mode of assessment at 



the CPE, some schools have started using the A+ grade for these internal 

assessments. To avoid confusion, instructions were given to all Government 

primary schools to stick to the usual assessment mode for this year for these 

classes. 

 

Finally, I wish to point out that the A+ formula is meant to achieve the 

two fold objectives of 

(i) selecting students for admission on to schools on a national 

basis, and 

(ii) ensuring that the students are equipped with both the essential 

and desirable learning competencies. 

 

 









 







 





 
 



 

 



 



SCHOOL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY PROJECT  (28/11/06) 

 

(No. B/1530) Mrs L. D. Dookun-Luchoomun (Third Member for 

La Caverne & Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education & Human 

Resources whether, in regard to the School Information Technology project, 

he will state, for the period July 2005 to June 2006 – 

(a) the amount of money spent thereon, and 

(b) if tenders were launched and, if so, the dates on which - 

(i) they were launched and finalised, and 

(ii) the contracts were awarded. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, as regards part (a) of the question, I 

wish to inform the hon. Member that the School Information Technology 

project, as originally conceived, comprised the following components – 

(i) conversion of existing classrooms into computer laboratories; 

(ii) recruitment of ICT teachers, and 

(iii) purchase of ICT equipment. 

 

For the information of the House, when I took office, tenders for the 

setting up of 50 computer laboratories had already been floated, works had 

already started and total amount disbursed during the period July 2005 to 

June 2006 was Rs23,652,847. 

 

However, in a spirit of equity, it was decided that, instead of 

equipping only 50 schools with computer laboratories as previously planned, 

the IT equipment would be distributed equally so that each school would get 

five PCs and one printer. This decision necessitated the provision of 

infrastructural facilities in all primary schools with the collaboration of the 

Energy Services Division of the Ministry of Public Utilities. Scope of works 

for the provision of ten power-points in each primary school was worked out 

and tenders floated and awards made. Total payment of Rs3,915,037 was 

made during the period July 2005 and June 2006 in respect of the works. 

 

During the referred period, there were 223 ICT teachers. A total 

amount of Rs28,075,675.52 has been paid to them in terms of salaries, 

gratuity, annual leave and travelling. 

 

Regarding the purchase of equipment, I am informed by the Ministry 

of Information Technology & Telecommunications that expenditure incurred 

during the period under reference was Rs33,482,672.18. 

 

With regard part (b), parts (i) and (ii) of the question, tenders for the 

conversion of existing classrooms into computer laboratories were launched 



by the CTB in February and May 2005, and awards were made to the five 

different bidders in April and June 2005. 

 

As far as electrical works are concerned, tenders were launched 

during period March-May 2006 and awards were made to the different 

bidders during period April-May 2006. 

 

With regard to the purchase of the ICT equipment, tenders were 

launched by the CTB on 23 February 2006, and the bids were evaluated and 

finalised on 24 April 2006 by the Ministry of Information Technology & 

Telecommunications. The contracts were awarded to three different bidders 

on 05 and 19 May 2006. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Speaker, Sir, the hon. Minister talked 

about IT equipment, and I presume that they are computers and printers. 

 

 

May I know the number of computers and printers that have been 

purchased? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to refer the hon. Member 

to PQ B/1452, where I gave the information. But, for the benefit of the hon. 

Member, I will just give the figures. For 2006, there are 1,375 computers 

and 275 printers. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I know from the 

hon. Minister whether it is in order to have tenders launched and finalised in 

such short time? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I will not be able to answer this question. But if a 

question is asked about the duration, I will find out. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I know from the 

hon. Minister the number of schools to which these equipment have been 

allotted and whether these schools were equipped with IT labs to receive 

these equipment? 

 

Mr Gokhool: As I said, Mr Speaker, Sir, 50 labs were being 

constructed. Other schools didn’t have labs and so we have made these 

facilities available to all schools. I have just mentioned the number of 

computers, that is, five computers and one printer per school at this stage. 

We are going to increase this. 

 



Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I know from the 

hon. Minister whether these schools which did not have the IT labs have 

been using these computers and printers meanwhile? Because they did not 

have IT labs. 

 

Mr Gokhool: At this point in time, the facilities have been provided 

to all schools and they are using the computers and the printers. 

 

Year 2007 

 
KREOL MORISIEN – RESEARCH STRATEGY (17/04/07) 

 

(No. B/157) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and 

Floreal) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether he 

will state if his Ministry has received a request for a joint collaboration 

programme to develop and facilitate an action research strategy on Kreol 

Morisien and, if so, will he state where matters stand. 

 

(Vide reply to PQ No. B/155) 

 

‘TOWARDS A QUALITY CURRICULUM STRATEGY FOR REFORM’ 

DOCUMENT  (24/04/07) 

 

(No. B/226) Mr Y. Varma (First Member for Mahebourg and 

Plaine Magnien) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources 

whether, in regard to the document “Towards a Quality Curriculum Strategy 

for Reform” he will state when and by whom it was produced. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I refer the hon. Member to the 

statement I made at our sitting of 14 November 2006 on the issue of 

curriculum reforms and I fully explained the rationale behind the quality 

curriculum. However, once again, I wish to take the opportunity of this 

Parliamentary Question to inform the House that the curriculum reform is at 

the heart of Government programme…. 

 

Mr Speaker: I will ask the hon. Minister that if he has got a long 

answer to the question, he should circulate it. He can only reply to the 

question asked i.e state when and by whom it was produced and then 

circulate the remainder of his answer, especially when he has himself stated 

that he has already made a comprehensive statement to the House on the 

policy of Government. 

 

Mr Gokhool: I will just give some background to come to the answer 



I want to make. The curriculum document was produced in September 2006 

and after that there were two committees which had been set up, namely the 

National Curriculum Advisory Committee and the National Curriculum 

Steering Committee. 

 

Mr Varma: Mr Speaker, Sir, could the hon. Minister inform the 

House of the composition of the National Curriculum Advisory Committee 

and the National Curriculum Steering Committee? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I will table the information, Mr Speaker, Sir. 

 

Mr Varma: Can the hon. Minister inform the House whether these 

two committees have actually made any recommendations to date? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, the National Curriculum Framework 

Committee has worked out the curriculum framework for the primary sector 

and it is now working on the secondary system. As far as the National 

Curriculum Advisory Committee is concerned, it has been constituted and 

once the curriculum framework document for the primary school sectors is 

finalised, then it will start having its meeting. 

 

Mr Varma: Could the hon. Minister inform the House when 

precisely these two committees were set up? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I don’t have the precise date, but the National 

Curriculum Framework Committee is already operational whereas the 

National Curriculum Advisory Committee has been set up and will start its 

operations shortly. 

 

Mr Varma: Can the hon. Minister, Mr Speaker, Sir, inform the 

House about the time-frame for the National Achievement Certificate? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I think I indicated in the information I gave to the 

House that there is a time-frame of three to four years for the 

implementation of the recommendations of the two committees. Work has 

started. We have already produced the Standard I textbook and the subject 

panels are now working for Standard II and other classes. As far as the 

assessment is concerned, this will be integrated in the new materials which 

are being prepared. But the time-frame which has been given is three to four 

years. 

 

Mr Varma: Mr Speaker, Sir, there is a proposal to include continuous 

assessment at the CPE level, would the hon. Minister also consider the 



possibility of including Standard V in that assessment? 

 

Mr Gokhool: In fact, the whole concept of continuous assessment is 

being integrated as from Standard I. It is a graduated process and it will be 

part of the assessment as it is being developed in Standard I. 

 

Mr Gunness: The Minister said the Standard I textbook is ready, can 

I know from the Minister whether it has been put on a pilot basis? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Yes. The textbooks have been designed by a panel of 

technicians and specialists in curriculum design and it has been pre-tested 

before being sent to the schools. 

 

Mr Gunness: Can we know whether any school has been selected to 

be used as a pilot school for that? 

 

Mr Gokhool: In fact, from what I recall, there are some ten schools 

where the materials were tested before they were released to the schools. 

 

RELIGIONS AND SPIRITUALITY – SCHOOLS CURRICULUM (24/04/07) 

 

(No. B/242) Dr. R. Mungur (Second Member for Flacq and Bon 

Accueil) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether, in 

regard to the key concepts of all religions and of spirituality, he will state if 

it is proposed to design a basic schools curriculum as obtained in the other 

subjects and, if not, why not. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, at present, religious education does 

not exist as a subject per se neither at primary nor at secondary levels and it 

is not proposed to consider introducing same. 

 

In fact, in the context of the ongoing curriculum reforms, particularly, 

at the stage of the national debate held in December 2005, the issue of 

introducing religious education as a subject did not come up. 

 

However, one has to make a distinction between the formal 

curriculum and the informal curriculum. The formal curriculum at primary 

and at secondary does not provide for religious education. However, there is 

an informal curriculum which provides for life skills and, inter alia, for 

openness towards religion and major religious practices in Mauritius. 

 

Students are exposed to those topics through the wider issue of Mauritian 

culture in an integrated manner cutting across other subjects like English, 



French, and Oriental Languages. 

 

My Ministry’s policy will be to ensure that students continue to 

informally benefit from exposure to religions and religious practices by 

focusing on values and moral precepts in an integrated manner both at 

primary and secondary levels. 

 

SCHOOL CURRICULUM – CLIMATE CHANGE (10/07/07) 

 

(No. B/740) Dr. K. Babajee (Third Member for Savanne and 

Black River) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources 

whether he will consider the advisability of introducing climate change as a 

subject in the school curriculum. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, climate change has assumed 

considerable importance for the past years and is at present a very lively and 

topical issue at the global level. It is the result of unbridled consumption 

which does not comply with the norms of sustainable development and, as 

such, is a matter of serious concern for many countries including Mauritius. 

 

We are living in a world which is interconnected, so much so that the abuse 

of CFC in big countries impinges on small countries. However, it is our duty 

to empower our citizens with the knowledge of global warming and its effect 

on the rise of sea level and the resulting proliferation of diseases and 

climatic disasters that impend upon the different parts of the world. 

 

It is against this backdrop that my Ministry considers climate change to 

be an important element for sustainable development. In this context, we 

have taken care to ensure that the new curriculum reflects the circumambient 

reality in which the child is living today. The notion of climate change and 

awareness of its concomitant effects are being integrated into the new 

textbooks at primary level. This notion will not only be a crosscutting theme 

across the curriculum, but it will also find a special place in the study of the 

environment within the context of basic science and geography. 

 

My Ministry is currently working with other Ministries, including the 

Ministry of Environment and NDU to obtain inputs relevant to climate 

change that will be disseminated to schools, and is also involved in 

sensitisation and awareness programs. 

 

The Ministry of Environment and NDU has launched a programme of 

sensitising our youth on environmental topics through a series of fact-sheets, 

including one on climate change and global warming. 



 

At secondary level, the National Curriculum Framework which is being 

finalised by the MIE will contain elements of information on climate 

change. 

 

It is not proposed to introduce climate change as a subject in itself for 

the moment. However, subjects like science, history and geography at 

primary level and geography and environmental science at secondary level 

will definitely address the issue of climate change in an integrated manner. 

 

 

 

CONSTITUTION - CREOLE LANGUAGE (01/04/08) 

 

(No. B/76) Mr E. Guimbeau (First Member for Curepipe and Midlands) 

asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Defence & Home Affairs, Minister of Civil Service 

& Administrative Reforms and Minister of Rodrigues & Outer Islands whether, in regard 

to the Créole language, he will state if he will consider amending the Constitution to 

declare it as official language. 

 

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, the Constitution does not per se contain 

any provision indicating what should be the official language of Mauritius. However, 

section 49 of the Constitution provides that the official language of the National 

Assembly shall be English and that any Member may address the Chair in French. 

 

The question, therefore, of amending the Constitution to declare Creole as an 

official language does not arise at this point. 

 

Mr Bérenger: Mr Speaker, Sir, we know, whenever there are electoral 

campaigns, not only in public meetings but on television, we all speak Creole. And now, 

there is a consensus that Creole needs to be used with young kids for them to better learn, 

but we cannot use Creole here. Is the hon. Prime Minister prepared to review that? 

 

The Prime Minister: I can look at it, but, Mr Speaker, Sir, the danger I think is, if 

we start using Creole here, everybody is going to swear at each other because it is easier 

to swear in Creole than in English or French. And I think there is a danger that the level – 

already we see what the level is sometimes - might get even worse. 

 

Mr Guimbeau: Mr Speaker, Sir, we all agree that Creole is spoken and 

understood by, let us say, 100% of our population and, therefore, is considered as our 

national language. And a national language may be officially, if given legal recognition 

by Government … 

 



(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker: First of all, may I remind hon. Members that they have no right to 

read their supplementary questions. Supplementary questions, according to our Standing 

Order, arise out of the answer which the hon. Minister has given. I will ask the hon. 

Member not to be long and not to make a statement but to put the question. 

 

Mr Guimbeau: Mr Speaker, Sir, will the hon. Prime Minister consider having a 

Creole Language Act which will allow the use of Creole in institutions such as in 

Parliament or legal sittings and others? 

 

The Prime Minister: I have just answered that question, Mr Speaker, Sir. 

 

Mrs Perrier: Est-ce que le Premier ministre veut dire que le Créole est une 

langue vulgaire et roturière? 

 

The Prime Minister: We all speak Creole; and I am sure the hon. Member also 

speaks Creole. We might speak it with a different accent, but we all speak it. What I am 

saying is that it is easier, because we know a lot swear in Creole. We have seen even 

here, Mr Speaker, Sir, … 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Just like the hon. Member! The hon. Member is no different! He has also told me 

about him, what language he used! It is no different. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. Minister whether he does not 

think that letting the Creole enter the Parliament will help the Creole language reach the 

status that it largely deserves? 

 

The Prime Minister: That is a good point. But, as I am saying, Mr Speaker, Sir, 

there are other factors that we have to look into. I will look into it. 

 

Mr Ganoo: Perhaps, we should consider going gradually. Does not the hon. Prime 

Minister think, as the hon. Leader of the Opposition said, that we should envisage, 

perhaps, using it in schools as a medium of teaching in early classes; we should start 

there first? 

 

The Prime Minister: That is something that I understand is actually being done 

and we are doing it. I must say I have been convinced of this by their friend and my  

friend, an ex-Member of Parliament, Mr Virahsawmy who feels very strongly about this. 
 



PRIMARY & SECONDARY SCHOOLS – LINGUISTIC & CULTURAL RIGHTS 

(21/04/09) 

 

(No. B/309) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and 

Floreal) asked the Minister of Education, Culture and Human Resources 

whether, in regard to the primary and secondary schools students, he will 

state if Government is contemplating implementing measures to ensure that 

equal opportunities be provided to all of them, on the basis of linguistic and 

cultural rights. 

 

(Withdrawn) 



PRIMARY SCHOOL CURRICULUM 

– HUMAN VALUES/CIVIC EDUCATION (13/05/08) 

 

(No. B/460) Mrs L. D. Dookun-Luchoomun (Third Member for La Caverne and 

Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether, in regard to 

the primary school curriculum, he will state if the subject “Human Values” or “Civic 

Education” has been included therein and if not, why not. 

 



Mr Gokhool: Sir, I refer the hon. Member to Parliamentary Question No. B/537 

on the same subject. I wish to add that “Human Values” or “Civic Education” is an 

essential and integral part of the school curriculum. Its purpose is to inculcate and 

promote among our student population values of good citizenship, positive attitudes, 

character building, interpersonal relations, healthy habits, respect for the environment, 

amongst others. 

 

The values are cross cutting and can be exposed and explained to students through 

different subjects/disciplines. Also, as students are exposed to values in schools, at home 

and in the community, it is easier for them to see the interconnections and their 

applications in different contexts rather than learning them as a mere subject. 

 

As such, Human Values are not taught as a separate subject. Instead, they have 

been integrated across the curriculum as a transversal theme. This approach has been 

recommended in chapter 8, page 98 of the National Curriculum Framework (Primary). 

 

I am tabling a copy of the relevant extracts of the National Curriculum 

Framework (Primary) with regard to Learning Areas, Aims and the Stages, that is, the 

Standards at which they are handled. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. Minister 

if Human Values are being taught in a cross-curricular fashion, then why is it that on the 

timetable of primary schools we still find citizenship education as a subject and as a 

separate period? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the reform of the curriculum is ongoing. 

 

We are progressively changing textbooks and also in terms of teaching and 

learning. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, may I take it from the hon. 

Minister then that we are still teaching Human Values as a separate subject in primary 

schools? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the process of curriculum reform is 

spread over time. We have just produced the new textbooks for standards I and II and we 

are in the process of preparing the textbooks for standards III and IV and thereafter for 

Standards V and VI. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. 

Minister whether he would confirm that, unlike what he has just mentioned in the 

Assembly, Human Values is not being taught in a cross-curricular manner as at to date in 

primary schools? 



 

Mr Gokhool: We are in a transitional phase, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, and 

therefore, as we are progressively changing the textbooks the subject is being integrated 

in the new textbooks whereas, for example, in Standards III and IV we are still using the 

old textbooks. And as we change the textbooks, the subject will be integrated in the other 

subjects. And it will be taught in a transversal manner. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. Minister 

whether he still considers the teaching of Human Values and Citizenship Education, as 

separate subjects, as being a wastage of public funds, as he mentioned in the reply to PQ 

B/282? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I think the hon. lady is right to refer to the answer that was given 

with respect to this Parliamentary Question. In fact, the point that was made is that, at 

that time, that is, in 2001, if I am not mistaken, a textbook was prepared on Civic 

Education, Human Values. But there were many technical errors and mistakes in it. 

 

About Rs3 m. have been spent and the project had to be abandoned. 

Pedagogically, this is the trend worldwide that we cannot teach Human Values as a 

separate subject. And the trend pedagogically is to integrate it because the concepts and 

the ideas can be treated in other subjects and it would be more meaningful for the 

students to learn those subjects by going through the transversal approach. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: May I end, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, by reminding the 

hon. Minister that this answer was given in 2005, we are today in 2008 and we are still 

using the same curriculum for primary school students, as mentioned by the hon. Minister 

right now? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, may I remind the hon. lady that the 

reform of the curriculum started with a debate that was held in 2006 and thereafter, the 

Mauritius Institute of Education had to work on the national curriculum framework which 

is being implemented as from 2006. The reform of the curriculum is a long process; we 

cannot do it overnight. I have been giving information to the House about how the 

process is progressing. We are now with Standards III and IV textbooks and we intend, at 

my Ministry, to complete the cycle by 2010. 

 



PRIMARY SCHOOLS – KREOL LANGUAGE (29/07/08) 

 

(No. B/991) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and 

Floreal) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether in 

regard to the introduction of the Kreol language in the primary schools, he 

will state if his Ministry has set up a committee to look into the matter and if 

so, when and if not, why not. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the setting up of a committee 



regarding the introduction of Mauritian Creole in primary schools is 

presently being considered by my Ministry. 

 

In fact, in the course of a meeting I had with the Bureau d’Education 

Catholique (BEC) on 25 February 2008, the suggestion to have a team 

comprising of representatives of my Ministry, the BEC, the Mauritius 

Institute of Education and the University of Mauritius was retained. It was 

also agreed in the course of the same meeting that, as a first step, BEC 

would carry out a large scale socio-linguistic study to determine the 

modalities of introducing Mauritian Creole as a subject in some primary 

schools on a pilot basis as a first step. 

 

My Ministry is still awaiting the outcome of the study by BEC. In the 

meantime, my Ministry has received from BEC, the proposed terms of 

reference of the committee which focuses only on Mauritian Creole. On 11 

June 2008, a committee chaired by the Permanent Secretary of my Ministry 

examined the proposed terms of reference submitted by BEC. However, in 

view of the fact that I have also received representations of a similar nature 

regarding Bhojpuri, the terms of reference of the committee would have to 

be enlarged to include Bhojpuri as well, as both Mauritian Creole and 

Bhojpuri are heritage languages. 

 

Year 2009 

 

STANDARD III ENGLISH AND FRENCH TEXTBOOKS – 

REPRESENTATIONS (14/04/09) 

 

(No. B/231) Mr Y. Varma (First Member for Mahebourg and Plaine 

Magnien) asked the Minister of Education, Culture and Human Resources whether, in 

regard to the new Standard III English and French textbooks, he will state if he is aware 

of any complaint in relation thereto and, if so - 

(a) the nature thereof, and 

(b) the remedial measures that will be taken. 

 

Dr. Bunwaree: Mr Speaker, Sir, I thank the hon. Member for this question. I am 

indeed aware of representations made regarding the new English and French textbooks of 

Standard III including comments from some trade unionists in the press. The bottom line 

of these representations is that the new textbooks are generally overloaded and the 

Standard III English and French textbooks in particular are complicated and are of too 

high a level for the pupils. 

 

Be it as it may, Mr Speaker, Sir, I must say that the new textbooks are premised on 

the National Curriculum Framework (Primary) which was elaborated after a National 



Debate on Curriculum Reform in December 2005 in which all stakeholders and all trade 

unions took part. There was synergy and consensus on the broad curricular issues. 

 

Further, the new textbooks have been written by experienced educators who form 

part of the subject panels. Before these textbooks were finalised and issued to students, 

they have been tested on a pilot basis and there was no negative feedback received then. 

 

Consequently, there is no clear indication at this stage that the textbooks are in fact 

really overloaded or complicated. However, it is admitted that – 

(i) these textbooks follow a new approach whereby life skills and a number of 

concepts like values or environmental consciousness have been integrated 

therein, and 

(ii) students with learning difficulties particularly in the ZEP schools may 

have some difficulty to grasp the new concepts thus requiring additional 

efforts from the Teacher. 

 

As a result thereof, there could have been a perception that the textbooks are 

complicated when, in fact, such may not be really the case. 

 

Nevertheless, the MIE has been requested to carry out a fresh evaluation of the 

two textbooks and submit a report. 

 

Mr Varma: Mr Speaker, Sir, could the hon. Minister inform the House when is 

the report expected to be ready? 

 

Dr. Bunwaree: Well, I want this to go as quickly as possible. In fact, this is also a 

question of days. But, the Ministry is very closely monitoring, Mr Speaker, Sir, the 

situation of the third and fourth standards with respect to these books and inspectors may 

be called upon to provide necessary support to the teachers in case of necessity. 

 

 



PRIMARY & SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS – LINGUISTIC & 

CULTURAL RIGHTS - EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES (23/06/09) 

 

(No. B/597) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas & Floreal) asked the 

Minister of Education, Culture and Human Resources whether, in regard to the primary 

and secondary school students, he will state if Government is contemplating 

implementing measures to ensure that equal opportunities be provided to all of them, on 

the basis of linguistic and cultural rights. 

Dr. Bunwaree: Mr Speaker, Sir, primary and secondary schools are already equal 

opportunities settings, and all pupils/students attending these schools are afforded the 

same opportunities, inasmuch as they follow the same curriculum, use the same textbooks 

and are taught by educators having the same level of relevant qualifications and training. 

 

However, we have to reckon with the fact that all pupils/students do not have the 

same facilities and aptitudes, with the result that many of them have learning and other 

difficulties. It is for this reason that Government has introduced measures of positive 

discrimination, like the “ZEP Project” in the primary sector, and the “Books for Needy 

Students” in the secondary sector. 

 

On the linguistic side, English and French are core compulsory subjects, both at 

primary and secondary levels, whereas the Asian Languages are optional but are 

extended to pupils/students of non-Asian descent too. Creole language is also used as a 

support language to facilitate learning at lower primary level. 

 

As regards culture, there is no such subject in its own right either at primary or at 

secondary. However, cultural issues are integrated in the curriculum and cut across the 

subjects, more particularly History and Geography at primary level and Social Science as 

well as History at secondary level. It is to be noted that ad-hoc cultural activities such as 

Drama, Theatre, Music are also carried out in schools. Such activities have been initiated 

this year during the activity period, which has been introduced in secondary schools in 

January last. They will be fully operational in all schools in 2010, both at primary and 

secondary levels. 

 

We are making, Mr Speaker, Sir, every effort to ensure that there is, therefore, no 

linguistic or cultural discrimination of any kind in primary and secondary schools. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, the Minister will agree that, if we give the same 

thing to children with different needs, it is not ensuring equal opportunities. In this 

respect, particularly when low performing students or schools are concerned, studies have 

shown that when the culture is not being valued, there is high risk for low academic 

performance. Will the hon. Minister contemplate to initiate actions, so that we can have 

proper studies to see such impact in our education sector? This is my first question. 

 



Secondly, the Minister has said that the Creole language is being used as support 

in lower primary, but we are all aware that Creole language is being used at all levels, 

even at University. 

 

But, as a language itself, is the Minister contemplating introducing this in our 

curriculum sector? 

 

Dr. Bunwaree: In fact, we are seriously working on this possibility, Mr Speaker, 

Sir, to see in what way the language can be used as a medium of instruction. It is allowed 

in Standard I, II & III officially for the time being. But, of course, we are working on it, 

and we have to devise ways and means of agreeing on the language itself, which is not 

yet done, as a written language for the time being. I agree that whenever teachers feel the 

need of using Creole in any class, this is done, but not at the risk of penalising the English 

language in any case. 

 

Mrs Labelle: May I ask the hon. Minister whether he has taken cognizance of 

what has been done in PreVoc/BEC and whether he has t aken cognizance of the 

evaluation already effected after more than four years of such training? 

 

Dr. Bunwaree: I am constantly in touch with that, because it is of interest to me 

personally, I must say, Mr Speaker, Sir. But they have not evaluated completely, and 

there is much work still to be done. In fact, this morning, I had a phone conversation with 

the Director of BEC, and they are expecting, by the month of August, to come forward 

with a work paper, and from then on we will see. 

 

Mrs Martin: Mr Speaker, Sir, can the Minister say whether he is contemplating 

initiating discussions. I know there had been a lot of discussions which have started under 

different Governments, but this time with a view to make at least a step forward in 

putting the Creole language at par with the other languages which are taught in schools. 

 

Dr. Bunwaree: I think I have already partially replied to that. At this stage, we 

cannot put it at par, but we are moving into that direction. But I must say it is a slow 

process, and we have to be very careful because all experts seem to agree for the time 

being, that, if we do it too quickly, it could be to the detriment of English, which would 

not give the good results that we are expecting. 

 

Mr Lesjongard: Mr Speaker, the hon. Minister has stated that Creole language is 

being used as a support language at the lower primary level. Can I know from the hon. 

Minister whether his Ministry has identified problems related to the use of the Creole as a 

support language at other levels of education? 

 



Dr. Bunwaree: Well, not exactly, but I can say that, on the other side, there is no 

empirical evidence that the use of Creole as a medium of instruction - and as it is in use – 

has allowed students to learn better or improve. We do not have empirical evidence. 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have heard the hon. Minister mention that experts 

have stated that introducing the Creole may be to the detriment of English. But an 

empirical study has been carried out during the past four years for Prevoc BEC, where the 

results have shown that the English performance of these kids has been increasing at a 

considerable and impressive way. 

 

Is the Minister aware of this? Because this is empirical. 

 

Dr. Bunwaree: I have looked into that, Mr Speaker, Sir, but there is no document 

to confirm what the hon. Member is saying. 
 


