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MIE – DIRECTOR – POST (15/05/07) 

 

(No. B/369) Mr G. Lesjongard (Second Member for Port Louis 

North and Montagne Longue) asked the Minister of Education and Human 

Resources whether he is aware that Mr P. P., former Director of the 

Mauritius Institute of Education, has resigned and, if so, will he, for the 

benefit of the House, obtain from the Institute, information as to the reasons 

therefor. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the former Director did not 

resign; he made a request to be retired, and this was agreed upon. 

 

The former Director had been appointed in a temporary capacity in 

August 2004 by the former Government. 

 

A call for applications for the post of Director had been made. 

 

However, no interview was held. It was the former Prime Minister who 

appointed the former Director. 

 

It is to be noted that the then Deputy Director, who had acted as 

Acting Director, was not considered for the post. 



 

The new Government decided to terminate the appointment of the 

former Director in a temporary capacity with effect from 14 February 2007 

in accordance with Section 113(4) of the Constitution and Section 37A of 

the Labour Act. 

 

As I stated before, he decided not to go back to his substantive 

position, but preferred to retire. 

 

He made a request to retire not as Associate Professor, his substantive 

post, but as Director. This was agreed. 

 

Mr Varma: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, can the hon. Minister confirm 

who is the Director now of the MIE? 

 

Mr Gokhool: We do not have a Director now. We have an acting 

Director. 

 

Mr Varma: May I know who is the acting Director? 

 

Mr Gokhool: It is Mrs Thancanamootoo. 

 

Mr Varma: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, could the hon. Minister confirm 

when will the Director be appointed? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I cannot confirm, but we are paying attention to this 

issue. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Will the hon. Minister confirm whether Mrs 

Thancanamootoo has been acting Director in the past and for how long she 

has been working as acting Director? 

 

Mr Gokhool: As I said, in the past - I cannot say exactly - she is the 

substantive Deputy Director and whenever the Director is absent, she acted 

as acting Director. 

 

Mrs Labelle: What I wanted to clarify is whether Mrs 

Thancanamootoo was acting Director previous to the appointment of Mr 

P.P.? 

 

Mr Gokhool: This is what I said. In fact, this is some kind of injustice 

that may have been done to the Deputy Director and acting Director and in a 

way, there is some kind of remedial action which has been taken. 


