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MAURITIAN STUDENTS – PAKISTAN – MADRASSAHS      (23/08/05) 

 

(No. I B/88) Mr S. Lauthan (Third Member for Port Louis 

Maritime and Port Louis East) asked the Prime Minister, Minister of 

Defence & Home Affairs, Minister of Civil Service & Administrative 

Reforms, Minister of Rodrigues & Outer Islands whether he will state the 

measures, if any, taken to avoid the repatriation of Mauritian students 

presently studying in madrassahs in Pakistan with a view to becoming 

maulanas, halims and halimas, following the recent decision of H.E Mr 

Parwez Musharraf, President of the Republic of Pakistan to send back to 

their respective countries all foreign students studying in madrassahs in 

Pakistan. 

 

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, an announcement was made 

by President Parvez Musharraf while addressing the International Media on 

29 July 2005 for foreign students attending Madrassas in Pakistan to leave 

the country within a month. 

 

Government, upon taking cognizance of the announcement, contacted 

our High Commission in Islamabad and our Honorary Consul General in 

Karachi to follow up and monitor the situation with regard to all Mauritian 

students attending Madrassas in Pakistan and to extend all possible 

assistance and support and to keep us informed of the developments. 

Moreover, Government has taken a number of measures so as to 

ensure that Mauritian students, presently studying in Madrassas in Pakistan, 

suffer no undue hardship. The Minister of Foreign Affairs had an urgent 

meeting with the High Commissioner of Pakistan in Mauritius and he was 

requested to follow up the situation and to keep us informed of any 

development. 

 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Cooperation 

has formally requested the Pakistani authorities, through the Pakistan High 

Commission in Mauritius, that special consideration be given to Mauritian 

students while underscoring the strong bilateral ties that exist between 

Mauritius and Pakistan. The High Commission of Pakistan has notified us 

in writing that our request is under consideration by the relevant Pakistani 

authorities. 

 

So far, the Government of Pakistan has not yet informed of the 

measures to be put in place to implement the announcement made by 

President Musharraf. 



 

Our High Commissioner in Pakistan, His Excellency, 

Mr Janhangeer, has met the Pakistani Federal Minister of Religious Affairs, 

and the Minister of State for Interior, on 13 August and 16 August 2005 

respectively. During the meetings, our High Commissioner has pleaded the 

case of our students, while bringing home to the Pakistani Ministers the 

special ties, founded on solid cultural and historical affinities, that bind 

Mauritius, and he undertook to follow up and intercede for special 

consideration to be given to Mauritian students. On 19 August 2005, our 

High Commissioner met the Chairman of the Senate of Pakistan, to present a 

special case for the Mauritian students and to inform him of the case of our 

nationals, of the request made by the Government for special consideration 

to be given to our students in Pakistan. 

 

Our High Commissioner in Pakistan was instructed on 10 August 

2005 to proceed to Karachi to see how best to assist the Mauritian students. 

As per the diplomatic practice in Pakistan, the required authorisation for our 

envoy to move out of Islamabad has been obtained this week and our High 

Commissioner will be proceeding to Karachi on 25 August 2005. 

 

I have also personally written to President Musharraf, requesting him 

to allow our students to complete their studies and to take into consideration 

the special links that exist between our two countries. 

 

Mr Lauthan: My information, Mr Speaker, Sir, is that there are two 

categories of Mauritian students studying. Some are studying in recognised 

Madrassas, others in unrecognised Madrassas. As we know, our Mauritian 

Ulemas have studied in recognised Madrassas, we have not had any problem 

with them. Could I suggest to the Prime Minister that during future 

deliberation, we concentrate on those who might be in problem, those who 

are presently in unrecognised Madrassas? 

 

The Prime Minister: I must say that the statement made by President 

Musharraf talks of foreign students attending Madrassas in Pakistan, without 

making the difference between either they are proper Madrassas or not. And 

our instructions to our High Commissioner has been to look at all students, 

especially those who have problems and are asking for help. 

 

 
UNIVERSITY OF UKRAINE – 

STUDENTS – PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED            (23/08/05) 

 

(No. I B/92) Mr P. Jhugroo (Third Member for Port Louis 



North and Montagne Longue) asked the Minister of Health and Quality of 

Life whether he is aware of the problems faced by the students in medicine 

in Ukraine and, if so, will he state the measures taken in relation thereto. 

 

The Minister of Education & Human Resources (Mr D. Gokhool): 

Mr Speaker, Sir, with your permission, I will answer this question. I am 

informed that Mauritian students who proceed to Ukraine for further studies 

do so through recruitment agencies/individuals or on their own. My 

Ministry does not keep a record of students effecting studies in Ukraine or 

elsewhere at their own expense. However, no formal complaints have been 

received from the students in Ukraine. Should such cases be brought to the 

attention of my Ministry, appropriate action will be taken to come to their 

assistance. 

 

Moreover, with a view to safeguarding the interest of these students, it 

is proposed to introduce appropriate legislation to regulate the activities of 

recruitment agencies/individuals involved in the recruitment of students for 

tertiary studies overseas. 

 

Mr Jhugroo: Mr Speaker, Sir, will the hon. Minister state what is the 

policy of the Government with regard to the agents recruteurs who are 

sending students to study medicine in Ukraine? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have already answered the question. 

We will introduce legislation to regulate the activities of these organisations. 

 

 









LE 

MORNE TRUST FUND – ACTIVITIES   (04/07/06) 

 

(No. B/924) Mr G. Lesjongard (Second Member for Port Louis 

North and Montagne Longue) asked the Minister of Arts and Culture 

whether, in regard to Le Morne Trust Fund, he will state the activities 

scheduled for the financial year 2006-2007 

 

Mr Gowressoo: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I am informed that Le 

Morne Heritage Trust Fund proposes to carry out amongst others the 

following activities during the financial year 2006-2007 – 

(a) creation of a web site and finalisation of a logo; 

(b) putting up of a stele at Le Morne in the context of The 

UNESCO Slave Route Project; 

(c) design and manufacture of a maquette of Le Morne; 

(d) preparation and finalisation of the Management Plan of Le 

Morne; 

(e) conservation works aimed at protecting and preserving the 

natural fauna of the mountain; 

(f) talks, exhibitions and seminars; 

(g) research project to set up a database on “Marronage” in 

Mauritius; 

(h) review of contents of slavery and “Marronage” in secondary 

school textbooks, and 

(i) publication of pamphlets to be distributed to educational 

institutions 

 

Moreover, the Trust Fund will also organise activities in the context of 



the marking of the abolition of slavery. 

 

Mr Bérenger: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, can I ask the hon. Minister 

whether the file of the Le Morne Project to be included in the UNESCO 

Heritage sites, has been submitted to UNESCO and, if not, whether it will be 

submitted in 2006/2007? 

 

Mr Gowressoo: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the Master Plan has been 

submitted to UNESCO on 13 January. There are some classifications and we 

have to prepare the Management Plan by 30 September 2006. 

 

 
UNESCO - PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE   (11/07/06) 

 

 (No. B/956) Mrs S. B. Hanoomanjee (Second Member for Savanne 

and Black River) asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs, International Trade 

and Co-operation whether, in regard to the permanent representative of 

Mauritius to UNESCO in Paris, he will state - 

(a) the terms and conditions of her appointment, and 

(b) the costs incurred by Government in respect of her office. 

 

The Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Public Infrastructure, 

Land Transport & Shipping (Dr. R. Beebeejaun): Mr Speaker, Sir, as 

regards part (a) of the question, Mrs Indira Savitree Thacoor-Sidaya has, in 

accordance with Section 87 of the Constitution, been appointed as 

Permanent Delegate of the Republic of Mauritius to the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) with the rank 

of Ambassador, with residence in Paris. Her appointment is on a contract 

basis of 3 years with effect from 14 April 2006 with terms and conditions as 

laid down in the Pay Research Bureau Report, which is a public document. 

 

With regard to part (b), the costs incurred by Government in respect 

of her office are - 

(a) 2280.95 euro as yearly rental for an office of 14 square metres 

made available by UNESCO at the 'Maison de l'UNESCO'. 

(b) 1890 euro for purchase of one computer, one printer and a fax 

machine. 

(c) It is to be noted that the Office of the Permanent Delegate is 

serviced by 1 Second Secretary, 1 Secretary/Typist on loan from 

our Embassy in Paris. 

 

Mrs Hanoomanjee: Can the Deputy Prime Minister confirm that it is 

the first time that a Permanent Representative to UNESCO is based outside 



the Mauritian Embassy in Paris? 

 

Dr. Beebeejaun: I am not aware if it is the first time, but many 

countries do it. We have a number of countries with their Permanent 

Delegation and Permanent Ambassadors at UNESCO. This is not an 

unusual practice. It has been going on for a long time. 

 

Mrs Hanoomanjee: Can the Deputy Prime Minister state whether 

in a situation where we are asking people to serre ceinture … 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker: I am sorry, this is out of order. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mrs Hanoomanjee: Was there a need for the country to have a 

"Second Embassy" in Paris? 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker: Next question, hon. Varma. 

 

 











LE 

MORNE - WORLD HERITAGE SITE  (25/07/06) 

 



(No. B/1134) Mr G. Lesjongard (Second Member for Port Louis 

North and Montagne Longue) asked the Minister of Arts and Culture 

whether he will state the progress achieved in regard to the nomination of Le 

Morne as a World Heritage Site by the UNESCO. 

 

Mr Gowressoo: Mr Speaker, Sir, I wish to inform the House that 

following the submission of the Nomination Dossier of Le Morne to the 

UNESCO World Heritage Centre in January 2006, the latter has, on 01 

March 2006, informed that the Dossier was incomplete and advised that the 

revised Dossier should be submitted before 30 September 2006 so as to 

enable the centre to respond and allow the State Party to make any necessary 

changes before 01 February 2007. 

 

In this context, as advised by UNESCO, a request was made to the 

World Heritage Centre in April 2006 for the services of an expert to work on 

the Nomination Dossier and the Management Plan. 

 

On 19 July 2006, the World Heritage Centre has recommended that a 

South African Consultancy firm be approached for the assignment. 

 

My Ministry is presently having necessary consultations with that 

firm so that an expert could be delegated to Mauritius in August 2006 so as 

to meet the deadline of 30 September 2006. 

 

Mr Speaker, Sir, furthermore, the Ministerial Committee and the 

Technical Committee are having regular working sessions and with the 

arrival of the UNESCO expert, the Committee will finalise the Dossier so as 

to meet the deadline of 30 September 2006. 

 

Mr Jhugroo: Mr Speaker, Sir, can I ask the hon. Minister what does 

he mean when he says that the Dossier was incomplete? 

 

Mr Gowressoo: The Dossier was incomplete, so… 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Lesjongard: Mr Speaker, Sir, the hon. Minister mentioned that 

necessary changes should be brought to the Dossier. Can he inform the 

House what are those changes? 

 

Mr Gowressoo: Mr Speaker, Sir, we are still working on it. We have 

got two meetings. Last week, we had a Ministerial Committee and this week 

also we are going to have a Ministerial Committee and a Technical 



Committee to process the Dossier. 

Mr Lesjongard: Mr Speaker, Sir, I'll get back to the question again. 

Cabinet submitted the Nomination Dossier in January this year; and now, I 

understand from the Minister that we have to work the Dossier again 

because there are revisions that have been put forward and that necessary 

changes have to be brought in the Dossier. May I know what are those 

changes? 

 

Mr Gowressoo: Mr Speaker, Sir, there are many changes. So, I will 

lay it on the Table of the House. 

 

Mr Lesjongard: Mr Speaker, Sir, with regard to tabling of 

documents, in an answer given by the Minister on 21 March this year, he… 

 

Mr Speaker: Can I ask the hon. Member whether it relates to this 

question, please? 

 

Mr Lesjongard: Yes. 

 

Mr Speaker: All right. 

 

Mr Lesjongard: Mr Speaker, Sir, we are still awaiting the final report 

of Dr. Abungo on Le Morne since March this year. We haven't had that 

document placed in the Library. 

 

Mr Gowressoo: Mr Speaker, Sir, we'll send the document shortly. 

 

Mr Lesjongard: Mr Speaker, Sir, we need to be informed of the 

progress also. The Minister made some statements and now he is telling the 

House that changes have to be brought to a Dossier that was approved by 

Cabinet and submitted to UNESCO. What are those changes? 

 

Mr Speaker: I understand the point of the hon. Member. On this 

question, hon. Lesjongard, the Minister has said that he is going to table the 

changes that he has brought. Is the hon. Member satisfied? I hope he is 

satisfied. Any other supplementary questions? Hon. Ganoo! 

 

 
EDUCATION SYSTEM – ADEA REPORT  (07/11/06) 

 

(No. B/1282) Mr Y. Varma (First Member for Mahebourg & 

Plaine Magnien) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources 

whether he is aware that the report, prepared by the Association of 



Education for the Development of Education in Africa, under the aegis of 

the UNESCO, makes mention of weaknesses identified in our education 

system and, if so, will he state the remedial measures that will be taken, if 

any. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I thank the hon. Member for giving 

me the opportunity to reply to this question and also to bring certain 

precisions and clarifications. Yes, I am aware of the Report prepared by the 

Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA) which 

makes mention of weaknesses identified in our education system. 

 

I would like here, in the first instance, to inform the House that, in 

2004, Mauritius agreed to participate in a “Peer Review of the Education 

System”, an exercise which was to be carried out jointly with the 

Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA), with the 

aim of improving policies and practices within the education system. 

 

In this connection, a Framework for Cooperation was signed on 27 

May 2005 for the review to be undertaken. I must indicate clearly here that 

the exercise was to assess the education measures introduced by the previous 

Government for the period 2001 to 2005. The exercise was not 

commissioned by UNESCO and ADEA is not an agency of UNESCO. It 

was carried out in a phased manner and the final report was submitted, after 

validation by all stakeholders, to Government in August 2006. It was then 

made public on Wednesday 02 August 2006. 

 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the report highlights the weaknesses present in the 

education system and related to the period 2001-2005. At the primary level, 

the Report highlighted, inter-alia, that – 

• the introduction of Citizenship Education had not been 

successful; 

• the implementation of School IT Project (SITP) in 2002 did not 

take off due to absence of computer labs, although 325 

specialist teachers were recruited from mid 2002 to teach ICT; 

• the existing curriculum was too heavy and encouraged rote 

learning, and 

• important differences in achievement scores were recorded 

between Mauritian students. The argument is supported by a 

very descriptive case of the “U” curve stratification 

characteristic of systems having unequal distribution of 

educational opportunities. This is opposite to the distribution of 

intelligence which is a normal curve and is depicted in the table 

and graph below (for the period 2001-2004). 



 

I am tabling a copy of the table and the graph. 

 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the graph is a clear statistical indication of the 

decline in overall performance. 

 

The Report also stressed that there was a 30 % to 40 % failure rate at 

CPE level, and there was a very high repetition rate and poor transition rate 

to secondary. Also, prevocational education was viewed as a system 

operating in parallel to the mainstream one, with one for achievers and the 

other for failures. 

 

At secondary level, the following weaknesses were, inter alia, 

identified – 

• most problems of secondary education stem from primary, 

namely the effects of rote learning and exam culture, high CPE 

failures, automatic promotion and an overloaded curriculum, 

• high rates of repetition and dropout. 

At the tertiary level, the following problems were noted - 

• the tertiary sub-sector was not fully integrated in the reform 

process; 

• demand for access to education was still a major challenge 

despite considerable achievement by public and private 

institutions, and 

• lack of intra and inter policy coherence among the different 

levels of schooling (pre-primary/primary/secondary/tertiary). 

 

Mr Speaker, Sir, as you are aware, this Government is committed to 

providing Quality Education of international standard accessible to all and is 

addressing problems in the education sector in a holistic, comprehensive and 

integrated manner. Accordingly, the reform programme that my Ministry has 

embarked upon takes on board the various weaknesses that have been 

identified in the Report so as to overcome them. Government did not wait 

for the Report to formulate its new vision for the education sector. 

 

In this connection, allow me, Mr Speaker Sir, to mention just a few of 

these measures – 

(i) since the existing curriculum does not really address the needs 

of the child or those of the economy, a national debate was 

held in November/December 2005, and Government has 

approved in September 2006 the Report towards Quality 

Curriculum. In its wake, we are coming up with a new 

curriculum framework. I am glad to announce that the 



Curriculum Reform Document will be made public tomorrow; 

(ii) a new orientation has been given to the School IT Project. For 

the first time, the project is really taking off. We have ensured 

that every school has at least five computers and a printer, and 

facilities are being expanded for the proper development of an 

IT literate school population; 

(iii) we are working towards the reduction of the failure rate at 

CPE. Hence, we are introducing the system of continuous 

assessment within the primary schools such that an early 

identification of learning difficulties is made for them to be 

addressed timely. 

 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I can speak lengthily on the different measures being 

taken to bring corrective action to many weaknesses identified in the Peer 

Review Report. For the sake of brevity, let me synoptically inform the 

House that, in line with the recommendations made in the Report, a number 

of measures have already been embarked upon, including, inter alia, the 

following – 

(i) a Strategy Document on Special Education Needs has been 

finalised as part of Inclusive Education; 

(ii) with reference to Vocational Education, action is already 

ongoing for the setting up of IFETs; 

(iii) the White Paper on Tertiary Education is nearing completion; 

(iv) the establishment of a third University, the Open University of 

Mauritius, is under way. 

 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the benchmarks of quality and equity run across all 

these changes in line with this Government’s stated policy to provide a 

World Class Quality Education accessible to all. A Standing Committee has 

been set up at the level of my Ministry, chaired by the Chief Technical 

Officer, to monitor the implementation of many of the recommendations 

contained in the ADEA Peer Review. 

 

/… 

 

I have also agreed on the principle that ADEA could undertake a 

follow-up Peer Review exercise for the period 2005-2010. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. 

Minister whether one of the recommendations made in the report was to do 

away with the automatic promotion system at the level of primary 

schooling? Will the hon. Minister confirm whether this figures among the 

corrective measures he is planning to take? 



 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have set up a steering committee 

which is looking at the recommendations. Some of the recommendations 

are being implemented, and others will have to be studied. Then, we will 

come with proposals. The issue of automatic promotion will certainly be 

taken care of. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, the hon. Minister has mentioned many 

weaknesses underlined in this report. May I ask him whether, besides the 

weaknesses he mentioned, this report also mentioned the selection at an 

early age as a weakness and also underlined the problem of mother tongue in 

our education system? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, the Peer Review looked at the whole 

system and identified both weaknesses and strengths. As the question was 

related to the weaknesses, that’s why I highlighted the weaknesses. It does 

not mean that our education system has weaknesses only. There are 

strengths, but we have to improve on that. 

 

As regards the selection, I have mentioned that we are introducing a 

dose of continuous assessment, which will build up slowly towards 

eventually revisiting the issue of using the CPE as a selection exercise. This 

is going to take time, Mr Speaker, Sir. As I have said, it is not something 

that can happen overnight. We have to work on a medium term and then try 

to bring about changes with regard to selection. 

 

/… 

 

As regards mother tongue, it is provided in the Mauritian legislation, 

the Education Act, that Creole can be used to facilitate teaching and 

learning. We are not at the point where we can officialise mother tongue, 

because the question that will arise is: which mother tongue? 

 

Mr Gunness: Mr Speaker, Sir, is the hon. Minister prepared to lay a 

copy of the report on the Table of the Assembly? Because he laid only the 

graph. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have, on request, given a copy to the 

hon. Leader of the Opposition, and I have no problem of laying a copy in the 

Library of the Assembly. I think that it is a very useful document. 

 
LE MORNE – ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORKS (29/05/07) 

 



(No. B/540) Mrs M. Martin (Second Member for Curepipe and 

Midlands) asked the Minister of Arts and Culture whether he will state if it is 

proposed to carry out any archaeological works at Le Morne and, if so, will he 

give details thereof. 

 

Mr Gowressoo: Mr Speaker, Sir, archaeological works started at Le 

Morne in 2002-2003 when the University of Mauritius investigated the caves 

and mountain base of Le Morne in the context of the Maroon Slave 

Archaeological Investigation Project (MSAIP). The project leader was Mr 

Chowdhury, an Indian national. 

 

In August 2004, for the preparation of the nomination dossier for the 

inscription of Le Morne on the World Heritage list, the University of Mauritius 

was entrusted with another project on the preparation of a statement of the 

archaeological significance of Le Morne. The assignment included fresh 

archaeological investigations to enable reinterpretation of the existing 

archaeological knowledge of the area. 

 

Following the recommendations of Dr. F. Odendaal who prepared the 

nomination dossier of Le Morne, it is proposed to carry out further 

archaeological works. In this context, my Minister has submitted a request to 

the Government of Egypt for the services of a qualified and experienced 

archaeologist as in Mauritius there is only one freshly qualified archaeologist, 

Mrs Mungur-Mehdi. She is currently employed by Aapravasi Ghat Trust Fund. 

 

Mrs Martin: Mr Speaker, Sir, I thank the hon. Minister for his answer. 

Does he have any idea of the cost that these archaeological works will involve? 

 

Mr Gowressoo: I don’t have the information, Mr Speaker, Sir, 

 

UNESCO OFFICE - PARIS – EXPENDITURE (17/07/07) 

 

(No. B/765) Mrs S. Hanoomanjee (Second Member for Savanne 

and Black River) asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs, International Trade 

and Co-operation whether in regard to the UNESCO Office of Mauritius in 

Paris, he will state the total expenditure incurred since its opening to date. 

 

The Minister of Information Technology & Telecommunications 

(Mr E. Sinatambou): Mr Speaker, Sir, the House may wish to know that 

this Government took a policy decision in March 2006 to open a permanent 

delegation of the Republic of Mauritius to UNESCO in Paris. 

Permanent delegate was appointed in March 2006 and assumed duty 

in Paris on 14 April 2006. The need to open a permanent delegation for 



Mauritius at UNESCO was strongly felt by Government in view of the 

strategic importance of UNESCO and the benefits which Mauritius tends to 

derive from its assistance and support. 

 

The decision was taken at an opportune moment, particularly, when 

Government was to embark on a strong lobbying campaign at the level of 

UNESCO for the inscription of the Aapravasi Ghat and Le Morne site on the 

World Heritage List. UNESCO supported the decision of Government and 

the office of a permanent delegation has been instrumental in the inscription 

of the Aapravasi Ghat on the World Heritage List in July 2006. 

 

I am informed, Mr Speaker, Sir, that the permanent delegation is 

vigorously pursuing its lobbying actions in favour of the nomination dossier 

for the Le Morne Cultural Landscape to be examined by the World Heritage 

Committee scheduled for July 2008. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

I can assure the House that the permanent delegation has been instrumental. 

 

I also wish to highlight that on 19 June 2007, subsequent to lobbying by the 

permanent delegation, Mauritius has been elected with 42 votes on a total of 

56 to one of the five seats allocated to Africa on the 24-Member Inter- 

Governmental Committee for the protection and promotion of a diversity of 

cultural expressions of UNESCO for a full term of four years. The election 

of Mauritius to the Committee will bring added value, we believe, to the 

request made by Mauritius for the inscription of Le Morne Cultural 

Landscape on the World Heritage List 

 

The House may also wish to know that there are 50 States, including 

countries of the region like the Comoros and Madagascar, having a 

permanent delegation to UNESCO separate from the Embassies accredited 

to the Republic of France. Since its opening to date, Mr Speaker, Sir, I am 

advised that as per records total expenditure amounting to about 

Rs16,781,590 has been incurred in respect of the office of the permanent 

delegation of Mauritius to UNESCO in Paris. 

 

I would like to end my reply, Mr Speaker, Sir, by stating that I believe 

that this is money very well spent. 

 

Mrs Hanoomanjee: Mr Speaker, Sir, can the hon. Minister say 

whether he is, in fact, stating that officials of the Mauritius Embassy in Paris 

do not have the competence to deal with it and this is why there was need to 



have another office in Paris equivalent to the one that we have now? 

Mr Sinatambou: That is certainly not what I have said. The hon. 

Lady should listen more carefully, perhaps. 

 

Mrs Hanoomanjee: At this particular juncture, when savings need to 

be done by Government, can I ask the hon. Minister whether the UNESCO 

office will still be maintained in Paris for quite some time or whether, after 

the two projects have gone through, this office will be dismantled? 

 

Mr Sinatambou: Mr Speaker, Sir, that is a question of policy which 

will be taken. I am only the Acting Minister. Probably, it would be better to 

wait for the substantive Minister to reply. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Cuttaree: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am not talking about the policy, I am 

talking about something more concrete. When we were discussing the 

Budget recently on the estimates, there was a sum of some Rs9 m., if I am 

not mistaken, which was voted for rent. Can I ask the hon. Minister whether 

he is aware that the permanent representative has only one person as staff. 

They could have been easily accommodated in the Embassy, but the 

Government decided to have a special office for two people at the cost of 

Rs9 m.? Does the hon. Minister find that normal? 

 

Mr Sinatambou: Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to stress that we 

should not be pennywise and pound-foolish. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker: Order! 

 

Mr Sinatambou: If the hon. Members on the other side of the House 

would care to listen! Mr Speaker, Sir, if we just take the site of Le Morne, if 

that were to become a World Heritage Site… 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

We are to understand that the price of property on a particular World 

Heritage Site would not be worth, let us say 25%... 

. 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker: Order, please! Order! 



 

(Interruptions) 

 

Has the hon. Minister finished with the reply? 

 

Mr Sinatambou: I did not finish my reply, Sir. 

 

Mr Speaker: Address the Chair, please! 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Order! Order! 

 

Mr Sinatambou: I will insist, Mr Speaker, Sir, this is money very 

well spent for this country. 

 

Mrs Hanoomanjee: May I ask the hon. Minister whether he can 

confirm that the permanent representative is entitled to a residence 

allowance, an entertainment allowance, allowances for clothing, allowances 

for her husband and children? Can he confirm this? 

 

Mr Sinatambou: My information, Sir, is that all the payments are as 

per standard conditions of service in line with the PRB report of 2003 and 

local legislation in force in France. 

 

Mr Dowarkasing: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I ask one supplementary 

question? Can I ask the hon. Minister if he has the figures to state to the 

House what amount is being given as allocation for warm clothes 

allowance? 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker: Order! 

 

Mr Sinatambou: I do not know whether those types of allocations 

used to be given under their Government, but I see no such thing here, Mr 

Speaker, Sir. 

 

 







 
 

 

 



 

MEDWAY COLLEGE - IRELAND - MAURITIAN STUDENTS (01/07/08) 

 

(No. B/749) Mrs A. Navarre-Marie (First Member for GRNW & Port 

Louis West) asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Defence & Home Affairs, 

Minister of Civil Service & Administrative Reforms and Minister of Rodrigues & 

Outer Islands whether he is aware that Mauritian nationals studying in Ireland are 

facing difficulties, and if so, will he state if measures have or will be taken to come to 

their assistance. 

 

Reply: I am advised that there has been no official representation from 

students in Ireland about any difficulty they are confronted with. 

 

However, on the basis of reports appearing in the press to the effect that 

there are some Mauritian students who are facing difficulties in Ireland following 

the deregistration of Medway College in February 2008, our High Commissioner 

in London was requested to look into the matter and to report. 

 

He visited Ireland in that regard and met with some senior officials of the 

Irish Department of Education and Science and raised the issue of Mauritian 

students in Ireland in general, and also the case of Medway College in particular. 

 

The Department of Education and Science in Ireland which registers 

complaints from international students, informed the High Commissioner that no 

complaint or grievance has been registered from any Mauritian student following 

the deregistration of the Medway College. 

 

Our High Commissioner also met with some Mauritian students in Dublin. 

The students whom he met did not voice any grievance and, indeed, seemed 

comfortable in Dublin. 

 

Our High Commission in London is monitoring the situation and is ready to 

extend consular assistance to the Mauritian student community. 

 

However, I am advised that, in the wake of the recent press articles reporting on 

the difficulties faced by Mauritian students in Ireland after the Medway College was 

deregistered by the Irish authorities, the Ministry of Education and Human Resources has 

requested the police to carry out an inquiry to determine whether the students have 

proceeded to Medway College on their own or through unlicensed recruiting agents. 
 


