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YEAR 2001 
 

PRIMARY EDUCATION SECTOR - SOCIO-PSYCHOLOGY (17/04/01) 
   

(No. B/220) Mr M. Chumroo (First Member for Port Louis North and 
Montagne Longue) asked the Minister of Education and Scientific Research whether, in 
regard to the new curriculum for the primary education sector, he will state if provision is 
being made for medical or psychiatric personnel to be attached to all schools, with a view 
to detecting children with socio-psychological problems. 
   

Mr Obeegadoo: Sir, the proposed new curriculum for primary education aims at 
providing a broad-based education to all pupils and Health and Physical Education will be 
one of the subjects taught at primary level. This will help pupils to know about their body 
and to develop healthy ways of living. 
  

Furthermore, I have last year set up an ad hoc committee at the level of my Ministry 
to develop a strategy for the education of children with special needs. The committee 
comprises officials of my Ministry, other stakeholders like the Ministry of Women's 
Rights, Child Development and Family Welfare and the Ministry of Social Security, 
National Solidarity & Senior Citizen Welfare and Reform Institutions as well as most, if 
not all, NGOs actively involved in this field. The committee, which has met on various 
occasions, is presently finalising its report. 

   
The Health and Anti-Drug Unit and the Socio-Psychological Unit of my Ministry 

will be reorganised so as to ensure prompt detection of cases of pupils with special needs 
and proper remedial action taken. In this context, my Ministry will be working in close 
collaboration with various Ministries like the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Women's 
Rights, Child Development and Family Welfare, Ministry of Social Security, National 
Solidarity & Senior Citizen Welfare and Reform Institutions Government and Non-
Governmental Organisations. 

   
For its part, the Ministry of Health will continue its routine screening exercise for 

pupils in primary schools and any cases identified will be referred to the authorities 
concerned for specialised care  and treatment. 

   
Mr Chumroo:  In fact, I am sure that the Minister will recall right from 1994. 
   
The Deputy Speaker: Hon. Chumroo, please put your question. 
   
Mr Chumroo: In fact, I would like to elaborate a bit before putting the question 

otherwise it will be meaningless. I'll be very brief. Regarding the Pastoral Care Unit which 
was established in 1994 and was supposed to go further and be established in all schools, I 
am given to understand that it is no longer in practice and many schools do not have the 



pastoral care anymore. It is in this line that psychologists would have been of great help at 
schools to detect cases of children with socio-psychological problems. Therefore, teachers 
are not in a position to do so.... 

   
The Deputy Speaker: Hon. Chumroo, please put your question, you are making a 

statement. 
   
Mr Chumroo: For the past five years, nothing has been done as far as pastoral care 

is concerned. What is the Ministry proposing as far as pastoral care is concerned in schools? 
   

Mr Obeegadoo: As regards psychologists, I was surprised to learn that out of the 
five posts which exist at the Ministry of Education, only two are presently filled, the 
incumbents of the three posts are  on authorised leave, some of whom are actually 
undergoing training for the precise object of working in schools thereafter. All I can say, 
Mr Deputy Speaker, in addition to what I have already said, is that the Socio-Psychological 
Unit is being reorganised. We are requesting, for the new budget, additional posts of 
psychologists attached to the Ministry of Education and when these posts would be filled, 
priority of consideration will be given to the special support schools in the zone d'éducation 
prioritaire. 

   
Dr. Chady: I think the question is very pertinent and quite appropriate. The socio-

psychological problems that exist in all our schools are the basis of the failures that we 
have got  - les recalés. The hon. Minister has said that there would be an association with 
the Ministry of Health to address the problem, but the problem is a socio-psychological 
one which needs psychologists. 

   
The Deputy Speaker: Would the hon. Member just put his question? 
   
Dr. Chady: The Minister said that he is coming with plans, we would like to know 

what are those plans and how he is going to deal with them right away. 
   
Mr Obeegadoo: Mr Speaker, as I have just explained, the problem of failure at 

schools is a complex one which does not date back to six months when we assumed office. 
Now, the matter is being tackled through various reforms of which the hon. Member is well 
aware. We are looking again at the curriculum. There are structural reforms. There is a 
curriculum renewal project which has already been presented. I have just announced the 
review of the operation of the Socio-Psychological Unit with more posts created, with 
emphasis on the criteria. I cannot add anymore. 

   
Dr. Maudarbocus: Being given that, as the Minister said, we do not have enough 

people to fill the post of psychologists, is he going to amend his priority list and make 
psychology become a priority field of study of the Ministry? Secondly, are the teachers, 



during their training, given certain background, are taught how to detect, not to diagnose, 
who are the children who need psychological help? 

   
Mr Obeegadoo: I will certainly look into the first suggestion concerning 

psychology as a field of study. As regards the second part of the question, yes, Mr Deputy 
Speaker, the MIE trainees are given basic training as regards detection of special needs. 
D05p13cl/1  

 





 



 



YEAR 2002 
 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS – DROP-OUTS  (02/04/02) 

 (No. B/75) Mrs F. Labelle (Second Member for Beau Bassin & Petite Rivière) 
asked the Minister of Education & Scientific Research whether he will state the policy of 
his Ministry regarding cases of drop-outs at primary schools. 

 Mr Obeegadoo: Mr Speaker, Sir, as my colleagues of the House may be aware, in 
May 1991, the Education Act was amended to make attendance of primary schools 
compulsory for children of the relevant age group. 

 A preliminary investigation of the non-attendance rate in primary education 
carried out in respect of the years 1998-2000 by the Ministry of Education reveals that for 
Standards I to V, it is as low as 0.1% rising to 6.9% after Standard VI, although the latter 
figure includes children having failed the CPE at the first attempt, but who cannot repeat 
by reason of their age.  

 The issue is now being handled in the following matter. On the one hand, in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Women's Right, Child Development & Family 
Welfare, cases of tardy declaration of birth or absence of declaration altogether are being 
followed up to ensure integration within the primary school system.  

On the other hand, a mechanism is being put into place to allow for follow-up of 
cases of drop-outs in the course of primary schooling.  Thus, in the case of prolonged 
absences, head teachers are expected to summon parents concerned to discuss and 
remedy the situation.  Should that fail, the case must then be reported to the Ministry for 
appropriate action including, should circumstances so warrant, a report to the Police and 
eventual prosecution of defaulting parents.  

 Yet, another innovation this year is that the pre-vocational stream at secondary 
level has been opened to students having failed CPE only once, but who are unable to 
repeat Standard VI due to their age.  

While stressing that problems of school drop-outs at primary level remain few and 
far between, I share the concern of the hon. Member and would welcome, as usual, any 
constructive suggestion to ensure effective implementation of every child's right to 
education. 

 
 
 



ESN SCHOOLS - GOVT. POLICY   (23/04/02) 
   

(No. B/210) Dr. R. Beebeejaun (Second Member for Port Louis South & Port 
Louis Central) asked the Minister of Education & Scientific Research whether, in regard 
to ESN schools (integrated units), make a statement on Government policy regarding the 
development of such units, indicating the number of same presently functioning and say 
if he is aware of the conditions prevailing thereat.  
   
 The Minister of Economic Development, Financial Services & Corporate 
Affairs (K. Khushiram): Mr Speaker, Sir, ESN stands for Educationally Subnormal, and 
ESN schools are schools catering for mentally retarded children.   
   

Integrated units are classrooms within primary school premises which 
accommodate children suffering from mild disabilities, be they mentally retarded, deaf or 
blind.  The focus of my answer will be, as requested by the hon. Member on integrated 
units for children who are mentally retarded.   

   
There are three such ESN Units (Integrated Units).   
   
Two of them are under the direct supervision of the Ministry namely:  
   
(a)   J.T. Ramsoondar Government School at Solférino,  Vacoas  
(b)  D. Hurry Government School at Goodlands.   

   
A third unit is under the management of St Paul RCA  (St Paul), run in 

collaboration with a non-Governmental organisation, the Association des Parents 
d'enfants inadaptés de l'île Maurice, APEIM.   

   
The Ministry has seconded four teachers to these three ESN units.   
   
The prevailing conditions in these three units allow for the normal functioning of 

these classes.  
   
 Sir, the Ministry of Information & Scientific Research is coming up with a 
strategy for the overall upgrading of the learning environment for children suffering from 
handicaps.   
   

Special educational needs cater for the education of children suffering from 
different types of handicap: physical, mental, auditory and visionary.   

   
A task force has been set up to look into special educational needs and has made 

recommendations which will serve as a basis for the formulation of a National Plan for 



Special Educational Needs.  The task force comprises representatives of various 
Ministries, NGOs and all stakeholders concerned.   

   
Amongst others, these recommendations will form the policy for children with 

special educational needs -  
   
(a)       The setting up of a Special Educational Needs Unit at the Ministry of 

Education; and  
(b)       The amendment of existing legislation and introduction of regulations to 

bring Special Educational Needs schools at par with schools in the normal 
stream.  

   
 Dr. Beebeejaun: I would like to know, when the Minister of Education comes, 
whether he will make it a point of visiting the two Government schools, especially the 
one in Goodlands.  I would also like to ask how the children are transported to school.  Is 
transport provided to them?  Do they have to take the bus or do the parents walk with 
them?  
   
 Mr Khushiram: I do not have the information, Sir.  I will refer the question to the 
substantive Minister.  I would also like to assure the Member that some of the problems 
arise from normal wear and tear of the buildings and these are being addressed by the 
general maintenance unit of the Ministry.  
   

Dr. Beebeejaun: That remark is applicable generally, but not in this particular 
case.  I would appeal to the Minister, on humanitarian grounds, to go and visit these two 
units to see how the children come to school, whether we could not have special 
provision for their transport, and also see if meals are provided at school or whether they 
have any meals at all.  So, I make an appeal to the substantive Minister to transmit my 
request.  
  

Mr Khushiram: The appeal of my hon. friend is noted, Sir.  
 
 

ZEP STRATEGY - REPORT (28/05/02) 

(No. B/365) Mrs F. Labelle (Second Member for Beau Bassin & Petite Rivière) 
asked the Minister of Education & Scientific Research whether the task force set up to 
review the concept of ZEP schools has submitted its report and, if so, whether he proposes 
to implement its recommendations and, if so, when. 



 Mr Obeegadoo: Sir, the task force set up to study the introduction of the new Zone 
d'Education Prioritaire strategy at primary education level has indeed submitted its report 
and the implementation modalities thereof are being presently defined. 

 The ZEP strategy will, in due course, and with the approval of Government, be made 
public. 

 























 
 



 

































 



 















 
 



 YEAR 2005 
 
 

ZEP SCHOOLS - FOOD SUPPLEMENT PROGRAMME (08/02/05) 
 

(No. B/55) Dr. R. Jeetah (First Member for Piton and Rivière du 
Rempart) asked the Minister of Education and Scientific Research whether 
he will state if the objectives of the Food Supplement Programme for the 
ZEP schools have been achieved and, if not, the reasons therefore. 
 

Reply: The Zones d'Education Prioritaire (ZEP) Project launched in 
July 2003 has taken school aims to reduce school inequalities and in a 
broader perspective to combat social inequalities by providing equal 
opportunities to all primary school children of the Republic of Mauritius. 
The Food Supplement Programme meant for the ZEP schools is one 
of the most important components of the ZEP Project as it intends to supply 
a balanced meal to the ZEP school pupils who generally hail from the poorer 
sections of the country. 
 

It must be emphasised that the Food Supplement Programme is also 
part and parcel of the ZEP School Health Programme which is monitored by 
a working committee at school level. 
 

Even though all necessary precautions were taken by my Ministry, 3 
regretful events occurred in the years 2003 and 2004 where there were 
alleged cases of food allergy at Marcel Cabon Government School, Pointe 
aux Sables Government School and Richelieu respectively. These events 
were much beyond the control of my Ministry and the causes were imputed 
to the supplier. Interim arrangements concerning food were made by the 
head teachers. The latter were given an imprest from the Ministry to ensure 
procurement of food items and they ensured the distribution and control of 
food distributed to the pupils. 
 

The major achievement of the ZEP Food Supplement Programme has 
been the decrease in the rate of school absenteeism. From an average of 23- 
25% daily absentees, most of the ZEP schools today record an absenteeism 
of below 11%. The best formula would have been to entrust the ZEP Food 
Programme to the school concerned. This action would lead to a concern of 
the parents to feed their children at school level and henceforth community 
empowerment and development would follow. However, the major 
constraint is that the ZEP schools do not have the necessary logistics and the 
financial implications will be difficult to manage with regard to the audit 



procedures.  A single supplier was awarded the contract to supply the food items to over 
11,000 pupils daily. Hence, due to daily bulk processing, there was little element of 
control and quality assurance. The supplier could have 
gained in terms of economies of scale but the quality of food did suffer. 
 

The Ministry of Education and Scientific Research is now well 
equipped with past experiences which reflects knowledge and a will to 
change the structure of the Food Supplement Programme for the better. 
Indeed the tender specifications have been reviewed to include a greater 
degree of freedom to enlist the participation of the Ministry of Health and 
Quality of Life in the quality monitoring of the programme. 
 

The most desired change has been the consideration to split the ZEP 
schools in terms of cluster based on geographical proximity. This is done in 
order to maximise resources and ensure better control over the process of 
distribution and quality of food supplied to the pupils. 
 
 





CAMP LEVIEUX, POINTE AUX SABLES & CHEBEL - 
SQUATTERS' CHILDREN        (30/08/05) 

 
(No. B/158) Mrs A. Navarre-Marie (First Member for GRNW & 

Port Louis West) asked the Minister of Women's Rights, Child 
Development, Family Welfare & Consumer Protection whether, in regard to 
the children of squatters in the regions of Camp Levieux, Pointe aux Sables 
and Chebel, she will state - 
(a) their number and age group, and 
(b) whether these children are attending educational institutions and, if 
so, what arrangements have been made in that connection and, if 
not, why not. 
 
 

The Minister of Social Security, National Solidarity & Senior 
Citizens Welfare & Reform Institutions (Mrs S. Bappoo): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I am informed that - 



(a) there is presently a total of 248 children of squatters in the regions 
of Camp Levieux, Pointe aux Sables and Chebel. 
The age groups are as follows - 
Number 

0 - 3 years 92 
4 - 11 years 106 
12-18 years 50 

Total 248 
Of the 248 children, only 9 are not attending educational institutions, 

namely 7 at Camp Levieux and 2 at Pointe aux Sables. It has been reported 
that these children were previously residing at Floreal, Quatre Bornes and 
Terre Rouge and were attending schools in their respective catchment areas. 
 

I am also informed that officials of the Ministry have been visiting the 
families on a regular basis and as education is compulsory to our children, 
the need to send children to school was impressed on the parents during 
these visits. They were also apprised that arrangements for the transfer of 
their children to the nearest school would be made. These parents were, 
however, reluctant to accept such arrangements. They had stated that they 
would not embark on transfer procedures for their children to be admitted in 
a new school of the vicinity where they are actually, given that they were 
residing in these regions only on a temporary basis. They would initiate 
such procedures only when they would be made aware of the outcome of 
their unstable situation, but counselling by officials of the Ministry is still 
going on. 
 
 
 

CHILDREN (DISABLED) - EDUCATION – 
AMOUNT EARMARKED  (18/10/05) 

 
(No. I B/355) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and 

Floreal) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether he 
will state – 
 
(a) the amount earmarked for the education of disabled children for 
the year 2005-2006, and 
(b) the amount paid as at 30 September 2005 during that financial 
year to the institutions which provide education to children with 
special needs. 
 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, as far as part (a) of the 
question is concerned, an amount of Rs17 m. has been voted in the 2005- 



2006 Recurrent Budget under my Ministry's vote item "Special Education 
Needs Sector". 
 

As regards part (b), so far, no disbursement from this item has been 
made. 
 

I would like to bring out that grants are usually provided to the NGOs 
in two instalments as follows: the first instalment between October and 
December, and the second instalment between March and June. 
Last year, payment was effected in one lump sum in November 2004. 
Grants amounting to Rs4.2 m. were paid to 14 NGOs catering for 684 
children with special needs. This year we intend to extend payment of 
grants to another 18 NGOs likely to be registered with my Ministry, thereby 
reaching 1,200 children with special education needs. 
 

Payment is normally effected after the registration of NGOs has been 
completed, which is not the case at this stage. NGOs are registered with my 
Ministry after they have filled in the prescribed form and after clearance is 
subsequently obtained from the Ministry of Health and Quality of Life. This 
process is still on and is expected to be completed by the end of October 
2005. 
 

For the information of the House, all items for grants have been 
reviewed and increased. The basic idea is to aim at parity in respect of the 
per capita for children aged 5 to 16 years old. In this connection, my 
Ministry is working out the new criteria for the increased allocation of the 
grant to the NGOs registered with my Ministry. 
 

Disbursement of funds is expected to be made in the course of 
November 2005. 
 

Mr Bérenger: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I was listening to the hon. 
Minister. Did I understand him rightly when I heard him say that 
Government is considering extending financial support to a number of new 
NGOs and that until that review is completed the NGOs at present, until 
now, having received financial support, disbursement will not take place? I 
hope I have been wrong in hearing that. 
 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, in fact, the registration 
exercise for all NGOs is taking place because new criteria will be applied. 
So, we have to register them and then check whether the criteria are being 
met. It is only then that the disbursement can take place. 
 



Mr Bérenger: Can I appeal to the hon. Minister that most, if not all, 
of the existing NGOs receiving financial support do a heroic job and they 
depend on that financial disbursement for their very survival? If the 
disbursement is late by a few days not even a few weeks, they end up in real 
troubles. So, can I appeal to the Minister that there should be no break in the 
disbursement process? 
 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I am aware of this problem. 
In fact, I checked as to why disbursement is late, but I was given the 
explanation that it was because of the registration and also the criteria. But 
since the point has been made, I will take it up and will see to it that no 
problem is caused as far as disbursement is concerned. 
 
 
 

ZEP SCHOOLS – POLICY   (25/10/05) 
 

(No. I B/399) Mr J.C. Barbier (Third Member for GRNW & 
Port Louis) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources 
whether, in regard to the ZEP schools, he will state if there is a new 
policy and, if so, will he give details thereof. 
 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to refer the hon. 
Member to PQs B/395 and B/491. Hon. Members may recall that the 
ZEP project was established in 2003, with the main objective of 
improving the educational attainments of pupils in schools which had a 
CPE pass rate of less than 40% over the last five years or if they were 
former Special Support Schools, an average pass rate between 40% and 
45% over the last five years. 
 

The previous Government laid out a number of conditions that 
needed to be met to attain the stated objectives of the project, namely – 
 
(i) staffing and human resource development; 
(ii) school development project; 
(iii) infrastructural development, and 
(iv) building partnerships with parents, NGOs, CBOs and 
business organisations. 
 

Upon assuming office, I have been taking stock of the ZEP project, 
and I had a series of meetings with the different stakeholders – Head 
Teachers of the respective schools, parents, representatives of the private 
sector (the Joint Economic Council), and representatives of trade unions 



on the management of the project. 
 

I have also spoken to the UNDP representative, Mrs A. Smedler. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, the problem of underachievement in the 
disadvantaged regions has not yet been tackled. My Ministry has 
identified a number of weaknesses that need to be addressed, namely – 
 
(a) there has been no differentiated approach in the delivery of 
the primary school curriculum in these schools; 
(b) the posting of the teachers/Head Teachers has been carried 
out without due consideration to the specific demands of the 
ZEP schools; 
(c) the training of teachers has been very limited. Though a 
couple of training sessions have been organised by the ZEP 
unit, yet the transferability of skills of the newly trained 
teachers has not taken place; 
(d) the ZEP School Health Programme has not been 
implemented properly and there has been no proper follow- 
up. The pupil’s health cards have not been issued to all 
pupils, as claimed by my predecessor in reply to PQ B/395; 
(e) the system of pupil’s progress card, which was confirmed to 
have been finalised some years ago, has, in fact, never been 
implemented; 
(f) the specialised services offered by the teacher in charge of 
remedial education have, unfortunately, not yielded the 
expected results, as there are too few of these teachers for all 
the 27 ZEP schools in the island. 
(g) the ZEP project in its elaboration had mentioned the 
collaboration of the parents as the foremost stakeholder in 
the education process of their children. It is noted that not 
much has been achieved in this area. There has been very 
limited involvement of the parents having their pupils at the 
ZEP schools. 
 

In July 2005, the UNDP sponsored an evaluation of the project and 
has brought to light a number of inadequacies. 
In conclusion, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I would like to state the 
ZEP project has neither used the resources to the optimum level nor has 
its programmes impacted positively on the schools; thus resulting in 
significant wastages of public funds. 
 

In the light of the information I have provided there is urgent need 
for a review of the policy of the ZEP school project. In consultation with 



all the stakeholders, my Ministry is in the process of formulating a new 
policy to put the ZEP school project on track and address weaknesses that 
I have highlighted. The details of the new policy are being worked out by 
my Ministry in consultation with the stakeholders. 
 
 
 
 

CITE LA CURE ZEP SCHOOL – PTA – COMPLAINTS  (08/11/05) 
 

(No. I B/452) Mrs B. Virahsawmy (First Member for Port Louis 
North and Montagne Longue) asked the Minister of Education and Human 
Resources whether he will state if he has received any complaints from the 
Parent Teachers Association of the ZEP school of Cité La Cure regarding 
mismanagement and misconduct of the staff and, if so, will he state what 
remedial measures are envisaged. 
 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, on Tuesday 11 October, a group of 
parents of Marcel Cabon Government School reported to the zone 
directorate to discuss problems existing at the level of the school. The main 
problems raised related to lateness, absenteeism and the poor performance of 
teachers. 
 

The parents requested for the transfer of a number of teachers 
including the Head Teacher who allegedly is unable to cope with the load of 
work.   
 

It was explained to the parents that it is not proper, at this time of the 
year, to attend to their request for the transfer of those teachers and the Head 
Teacher, and such request will be considered in the forthcoming transfer 
exercise to ensure a smooth resumption of studies in January 2006. The 
parents agreed to the proposal. 
 
On Thursday 13 October 2005, the Head Teacher reported that a 
group of 30 parents called at the school. The same issues as reported to the 
directorate on Tuesday 11 October were raised. Parents also added that 
upgrading works such as levelling of the ground and construction of a 
shelter for use by the pupils during rainy weather were not attended to. The 
parents were informed that consideration would be given to their requests 
and needful would be done wherever possible before the resumption of 
studies in January 2006. 
 

A further meeting was held with the stakeholders on 25 October 2005, 



where the grievances of the parents were discussed for possible solutions. 
The parent mediator attached to the school was requested to ensure follow 
up on the pending issues and keep parents informed on remedial actions 
taken. 
 

The following actions have been taken to remedy the situation – 
 
(i) the Head Teacher has been requested to press upon the teachers 
on the importance of punctuality and to report to the directorate 
any abuse on late arrivals and absenteeism; 
(ii) the Head Teacher has been requested to lay emphasis on 
customer care and courtesy to pupils and members of the 
public; 
(iii) teachers reckoning late arrivals and who are regularly absent 
from duty have been requested to submit their explanations for 
their lateness/absences. 
 

My Ministry is closely monitoring the situation and appropriate 
disciplinary action will be taken against those teachers who do not have 
valid reasons for their lateness and absences. 
 

Mrs Virahsawmy: Will the Minister also tell the House whether he is 
aware that there is no filtered water at the said school? 
 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I know that there are problems with 
regard to non-availability of water, but the Head Teacher has been instructed 
to ensure that these problems are remedied and also the quality of water is 
monitored. 
 
 

SIR SATCAM BOOLELL GOVT. SCHOOL – 
PTA – COMPLAINTS   (15/11/05) 

 
(No. I B/501) Mr L. Bundhoo (Second Member for Montagne 

Blanche and GRSE) asked the Minister of Education and Human 
Resources whether he will state if he has received any complaints from the 
Parent Teachers Association of the Sir Satcam Boolell Government School 
at Sebastopol, in regard to – 
 
(a) office and classroom requirements; 
(b) repairs and maintenance, and 
(c) extension of the school yard and, if so , will he state what 
actions have been initiated in respect thereof. 



 
The Minister of Local Government (Dr. J. B. David): Mr Speaker, 

Sir, yes, a request was received on 15 September 2005. The request is only 
additional to the standard requirements obtained each year from the Head 
Teacher. 
 

With regard to part (a) of the question, I am advised that the Ministry 
of Education and Human Resources has already examined the request and 
initiated the necessary procedures for the procurement of those items which 
are deemed acceptable. 
 

Regarding part (b) of the question, I am informed that works have 
started and are expected to be completed during the November/December 
2005 vacation. 
 

As for part (c) of the question, the Ministry of Education and Human 
Resources will consider acquiring additional land adjoining the school. 
Furthermore, the backyard will be fenced so as to release space. 
 



YEAR 2006 
 

ZEP SCHOOLS - PARENT MEDIATORS – SALARIES (11/04/06) 
 

(No. B/207) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and 
Floreal) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources whether he 
will state if the “Parents Médiateurs” are still in employment in ZEP 
schools and, if so, will he give the dates on which they received their salaries 
for each of the months of January, February and March 2006. 
 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, five Parent Mediators were recruited 
on a part-time basis for an initial period of one year with effect from 02 July 
2003. Thereafter, the contracts of employment of the five Parent Mediators 
were renewed yearly up to December 2005, after seeking the necessary 
clearances from the Public Service Commission, the Ministry of Finance and 
Economic Development and the Ministry for Civil Service Affairs and 
Administrative Reforms. 
 

Prior to July 2005, the ZEP project was being implemented without 
the involvement of the Directorate, and as soon as I assumed office, I held a 
series of meeting with stakeholders with a view to aligning our objectives to 
sustain the socio pedagogical aspect of the project and to consolidate this 
social project within the Ministry. Thus, in order to give a new orientation 
to the ZEP project, including a review of its management and staffing 
structure, and its integration and consolidation within the Ministry. 
 

However, in December 2005, in order to ensure that the ZEP project is 
not jeopardized, it was proposed that the five Parent Mediators on contract 
be retained for a further period of one year from January 2006 to 31 
December 2006. In January 2006, the Ministry initiated action for the 
obtention of the necessary clearances from the authorities concerned. The 
approval of the Public Service Commission was sought on 14 February 2006 
to - 
(i) renew the contracts of employment of the five Parent Mediators 
for another period of one year as from 01 January 2006, and 
(ii) to carry out the selection exercise for the recruitment of four 
additional Parent Mediators. 
 

Subsequently, on 13 March 2006, the approval of the Public Service 
Commission was obtained, subject to establishment and financial clearances. 
 

The establishment and financial clearances have been obtained on 06 March and 
07 April 2006 respectively. 



 
Meanwhile, one Parent Mediator has resigned from her post as from 

01 February 2006, and another one has stopped performing duties of Parent 
Mediator since 01 January 2006, pending the renewal of her contract of 
employment. To date, only three Parent Mediators are in post. 
 

The letters of appointment on contract have been issued to four Parent 
Mediators and payment of their salaries has been effected. 
  

As regards the recruitment of four additional Parent Mediators, an 
interview exercise of the eligible candidates has been carried out last week 
by the selection panel, set up by the Ministry with the approval of the Public 
Service Commission. The report of the selection panel will, in due course, 
be forwarded to the Public Service Commission for approval. Thereafter, an 
offer of employment will be made to the four successful candidates, in order 
of rank as per merit list. 
 

Mrs Labelle: Will the hon. Minister confirm that it’s only today 11 
April at 10 in the morning that the Parents Médiateurs have been paid their 
salaries for the months of January, February and March? 
 

Mr Gokhool: The fact of the matter is that the salaries have been paid 
and I have explained that a number of clearances had to be obtained and this 
has taken some time, Mr Speaker, Sir. 
 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, if I heard the Minister well, he 
mentioned that in December the decision was taken to retain the services of 
the Parents Médiateurs. Does he think it’s correct to make people work for 
months without paying their salaries? It’s only today at 10 in the morning 
that they have received their salaries. In the meantime, of course, one has 
left because she was unable to sustain. 
 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have explained the circumstances 
leading to the decision in December and then we have to initiate action to 
obtain the necessary clearance. 
 

 
 

SCHOOLS (PRIMARY & SECONDARY) - PRIVATE TUITION      (25/04/06) 
 

(No. B/369) Mr M. Dowarkasing (Third Member for Curepipe & 
Midlands) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources whether he 
will state if he proposes to amend or introduce legislation to ban the practice 



of private tuition. 
 

Reply: The practice of private tuition is widespread in Mauritius, 
and has been so for numerous decades. Ideally, private tuition should not be 
a general practice but should be the avenue for students who are facing 
major difficulties in their schoolwork or who are slow learners. 
 

Section 37 A of the Education Act prohibits the giving of private 
tuition to students of Standards I-III. However, for security reasons, primary 
school teachers are allowed to use the school premises for the purpose of 
giving private tuition to pupils of Standards IV, V and VI. 
 

To that end, the Ministry has established clear guidelines and criteria 
for the use of the school premises for private tuition. These include, inter 
alia, the requirement that the teacher make an application to the Head 
Teacher for the use of the school premises, the prohibition of using the 
school premises for private tuition at specific times of the academic 
calendar, the requirement that there be a break of at least half an hour 
between the end of regular lessons and the private tuition, and limits on the 
class size and the time for giving private tuition on the school premises. 

 
Concerned with the issue of private tuition, I had set up a team at my 

Ministry to study all the various implications of private tuition in State 
primary and secondary schools. The team has conducted preliminary 
assessments and has submitted their interim report recently. 
 

In-house discussions are now being held at the level of my Ministry. I 
intend, subsequently, to involve all the stakeholders, including the parents 
and the teachers, to study the issue and come up with pragmatic and feasible 
remedial measures. Based on the recommendations of the future 
consultative sessions to be held on the subject, appropriate administrative 
and legislative measures will be taken. 
  

However, I also wish to point out that within the context of the 
reforms that are currently being undertaken at the Ministry for the provision 
of a world class quality education to all Mauritian students, specific quality 
initiatives are being implemented to enhance both the teaching and learning 
experience at schools. Mechanisms are being set up for promoting early 
childhood development, ensuring literacy and numeracy, promoting a 
reading culture, ensuring responsibility and accountability at all levels, and 
for strengthening the management capacity at the schools. 
 

Moreover, the MBC and the MCA, in collaboration with other key 



stakeholders, are holding consultations for the launching and running of a 
proposed learning channel which will be beneficial to both students and 
teachers. 
 

The ultimate objective is to ensure that the time spent in classrooms is 
geared towards the attainment of the Ministry’s set goals and objectives. It 
is projected that if quality of teaching and learning is improved across board, 
the need for private tuition will be reduced. 
 
 
 

ZEP SCHOOLS – BREAD DISTRIBUTION        (16/05/06) 
 

(No. B/518) Mrs D. Perrier (Fourth Member for Savanne & Black 
River) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources whether, in 
regard to the distribution of bread to students attending the Zone 
d’Education Prioritaire schools, he will state if the scheme is still 
operational and, if so – 
 
(a) the price per bread paid to the suppliers, and 
(b) the date of the last agreement signed between Government and 
the suppliers. 
 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I wish to inform the House that the 
scheme for the distribution of bread to students attending the ZEP schools is 
still operational. 
 

Contracting out for the food supply for ZEP students is done at the 
level of the ZEP school through the Head Teacher and the School 
Development Unit. Thus, each school has its own supplier and its own 
agreement with the suppliers. Replies to parts (a) and (b) of the question 
are, therefore, being tabled. 
 

Mr Dayal: Mr Speaker, Sir, can I ask the hon. Minister whether there 
has been malpractice in tendering procedures in the past? 
 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, as I said, the purchase and distribution 
of bread is being done at the level of the schools, with the help of the School 
Development Unit, as a result of a lot of malpractice which was brought to 
the attention of the House in the 2003-2004 Director of Audit’s Report. 
 

Mrs Perrier: Le ministre peut-il nous dire s’il est au courant du prix, 
on average, que payent les différentes écoles pour chaque pain? 



 
Mr Gokhool: The information is contained in the document I am 

going to submit. The range is from Rs1.50, Rs1.55. These are the figures 
which are mentioned. 
 

Mrs Perrier: Can the Minister confirm when this agreement has been 
signed by the different parties? 
 

Mr Gokhool: There are a number of suppliers, and agreements have 
been signed at different dates. That’s why I a tabling the information. 
 

Mrs Perrier: What about the latest one? 
 

Mr Gokhool: I will have to check, Mr Speaker, Sir. 
 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. Minister whether 
the question of each school taking care of the supplies was not a temporary 
measure pending the approval of suppliers? 
 

Mr Gokhool: Yes, Mr Speaker, Sir. This is being looked into, and 
we will have to change the system, whereby we can co-ordinate the supply 
at the level of the Ministry. 
 

Mrs Perrier: Le ministre vient de dire que le average était entre 
R 1.50 et R 1.55. C’est pour cela que je demandais à quelle date a été signé 
le dernier agreement, parce que depuis le 07 janvier il y a eu une 
augmentation du pain à R 1.65. Donc, si les suppliers peuvent livrer aux 
écoles à R 1.50, comment peuvent-ils justifier l’augmentation du pain à R 1.65? 
 

Mr Gokhool: This is a matter which is dealt with at the level of the 
schools with the suppliers, Mr Speaker, Sir. 

 
Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I know from the hon. Minister 

what are the mechanisms put in place to ensure the quality of food being 
supplied in the different schools? 
 

Mr Gokhool: This is supervised by the ZEP Project Manager and the 
cluster co-ordinators, together with the help of the liaison officers who work 
in this sector, Mr Speaker, Sir. 
 
 
 

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS – REGISTRATION     (23/05/06) 



 
(No. B/601) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and 

Floreal) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether he 
will state the criteria laid down for the registration of educational institutions 
with the Special Education Needs Unit of his Ministry. 
 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, the criteria laid down for the 
registration of educational institutions with the Special Education Needs 
Unit (SENU) of my Ministry have been worked out by the Special 
Education Needs Unit in close consultation with the relevant organisations 
in the sector through an ad-hoc Committee set up in March 2005. 
Registration Certificates are valid for a period of two years. The 
educational institutions are registered either as Special Education Needs 
(SENS) Schools or as Special Education Needs day care centres. The SEN 
schools are those which provide educational services to children with 
disabilities, by either qualified or trained or experienced teachers, with a 
proper curriculum and appropriate pedagogical tools. SEN day care centres 
are those which provide care to children with disabilities, basic living skills 
and basic educational activities. 
 

Except for this difference in the teaching mode, the registration 
criteria governing the SEN Units are the same for both the SEN schools and 
the SEN day care centres and these relate to inter alia issues such as - 
credibility of the institution (e.g. registration with the Registrar of 
Associations); 
quality; 
health and security ; 
qualifications and experience of the staff; 
recourse to appropriate curriculum and pedagogy; 
the provision of medical and para-medical services; 
the provision of specialised rooms; 
presence of adapted furniture and equipment; 
the school population; 
the age of the student population, and 
the teacher-pupil ration and the space-child ratio. 
 

A draft handbook on the criteria governing registration has been 
prepared and this document is being finalised for the publication after 
necessary clearances are obtained. 
 
 

SCHOOLS (PRIMARY) – CHILDREN – LUNCH   (04/07/06) 
 



(No. B/891) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and 
Floreal) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether he 
will state if any survey has been carried out at the level of primary schools to 
determine the number of children who come to school without lunch and, if 
so, when, indicating the measures, if any, taken to ensure that these children 
do not stay hungry at school. 

 
Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, from the information available 

at my Ministry, I wish to inform the hon. Member that there has been no 
survey carried out at the level of primary schools to determine the number of 
children who come to school without lunch. 

 
It has been the policy of my Ministry to provide all children in the 

mainstream primary schools with a loaf of bread daily, while children of the 
30 ZEP schools are provided with a lunch comprising a pain fourré, a cake 
or a fruit, and a juice. 

 
However, in line with the general policy of the Government to rethink 

our priorities in social protection and to re-orient our policy of subsidies 
such that the most needy are provided with adequate support, my Ministry 
has re-structured the School Feeding Programme to ensure that public funds 
are used optimally, while simultaneously ensuring that needy children are 
not penalised. 

 
To arrive at a concerted strategy for ensuring that the most needy 

students are provided with a loaf of bread daily, I had chaired a meeting on 
Thursday 29 June, in the presence of hon. Bappoo, Minister of Social 
Security, National Solidarity, and Senior Citizens Welfare & Reform 
Institutions, key stakeholders such as the representatives of Bureau de 
l’Education Catholique (BEC), the Hindu Education Authority (HEA) and 
the Government Teachers’ Union (GTU), inter alia, and various options 
were discussed. 

 
During that meeting, the GTU had proposed that a consent form be given 

to arents for the latter to state whether they would desire to have their 
children continue benefiting from bread at school or not. All members 
present felt that this was a viable option. 
 

In the light of discussions held, my Ministry is now in the process of 
consulting another key stakeholder, the Parent-Teachers’ Association 
(PTAs) in order to secure their views and recommendations on the best 
means of identifying the most needy students. 

 



Pending the finalisation of the strategy for identifying the most needy 
students, my Ministry is continuing with the policy of providing a loaf of 
bread at school to all children. 

 
I wish to emphasize that it is the philosophy of the Government to 

provide assistance to the most vulnerable sections of the population, and to 
utilise public funding in a most equitable and just way. This is why the food 
programme for the ZEP schools is being maintained, while spending on the 
primary school feeding programme is being reoriented to ensure that public 
expenditures are reallocated in ways that bring greater benefits to those who 
need Government support the most. 

 
Mr Lauthan: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, can I ask the hon. Minister to 

inform the House whether the survey will cover the whole island? When we 
talk of vulnerable groups, we think of vulnerable areas. Even in what we 
call the posh areas, we have very poor families. Can we have some 
clarifications? 

 
Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the exercise we are carrying 

will concern all schools, excluding ZEP schools where the food programme 
is already maintained. All non-ZEP schools will be concerned. 

 
Mr Gunness: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, if I understand the Minister, 

the usage of the Form is not a final decision because he will be contacting 
the PTA? 

 
Mr Gokhool: As I indicated, stakeholders have been consulted. At 

present, we are consulting the PTAs to get their views and suggestions. 
 

PRIVATE TUITION (PRIMARY & SECONDARY) – 
REGULATION    (25/07/06) 

 
(No. B/1105) Mr S. Soodhun (Fifth Member for La Caverne & 

Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources whether he 
will state if Government proposes to regulate the practice of private tuition 
to students at primary and secondary levels. 

 
Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I wish to refer the hon. Member to PQ 

B/369, to which I replied on 25 April 2006. 
 
The practice of private tuition is widespread in Mauritius and has been 

so for numerous decades. Ideally, private tuition should not be a general 
practice, but should be the avenue for students who are facing major 



difficulties in their schoolwork or are slow learners. 
 
A study was carried out by the University of Mauritius in 1984 

regarding private tuition at primary level. The report, although dates as far 
back as 1984, still holds substance, as it concluded that for any approach to 
succeed, it must be based on social and economic reality. It must be 
consistent with the desires of parents and children and with the realities of 
the job market. Any imposed solution which ignores these factors will be 
doomed to failure. 

 
Some causes of the need for private tuition were found to be as 

follows – 
(i) parents considered that private expenditure on education as an 
investment with a high rate of return; 
(ii) raising the standard of requirements for different levels of jobs, 
leading to an increase in the demand for higher educational 
qualifications. 

 
Some policy options were identified – 

(i) lengthening the school day; 
(ii) institution of remedial classes for slow learners, and 
(iii) enactment of legislation, imposing controls over private tuition. 

 
At primary level, section 37 A of the Education Act prohibits the 

giving of private tuition to students of Standards I to III. The Ministry has 
established clear guidelines and criteria for the practice of private tuition. 

 
They are as follows – 

(i) school premises are not to be used for private tuition during the 
following periods: 
• in January and December; 
• on Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays, and 
• the last week of school holidays. 
(ii) only three days of private tuition per week during school 
holidays, 9.00 to 12.00 a.m.; 
(iii) no private tuition in the morning and after 5.00 p.m. on school 
days; 
(iv) size of private tuition group not to exceed classroom capacity; 
(v) not more than six hours of private tuition per week; 
(vi) pupils should have a break of at least half an hour between the 
end of regular lessons and private tuition; 
(vii) all pupils taking private tuition with class teacher on school 
premises after school hours are under the custody of the 



teachers concerned; 
(viii) the teacher may be liable for any accident that may befall on 
any pupil on school premises before, during and immediately 
after private tuition; 
(ix) tuition facilities should be extended to pupils who cannot afford 
to pay. 
 

However, in order to improve conditions in which tuition is given, as 
well as for security reasons, teachers are permitted to use school premises 
for giving tuition to pupils of Standards IV, V and VI. 

 
At secondary level, there is no legal provision which either allows or 

prohibits private tuition. There is no policy to encourage private tuition at 
secondary level, neither are schools placed at the disposal of teachers for 
private tuition. If there is private tuition at secondary level, it is done 
outside school hours and outside school premises. 

 
As stated earlier on, it is not envisaged to unilaterally regulate or to 

take sanctions regarding private tuition, as the responsibility rests also with 
the parents. However, my Ministry has set up a team to study all the various 
implications of private tuition in State primary and secondary schools. The 
team has conducted preliminary assessments and has submitted their interim 
report, which is still being studied at the level of my Ministry. 

 
Mr Soodhun: Mr Speaker, Sir, can the hon. Minister confirm whether 

competition for the 1,260 seats will not, in fact, force the students to have 
recourse to private tuition, thus putting undue pressure upon them? 

 
Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, as I said, the practice of private tuition 

exists in our system. It is also the responsibility of parents to guide the 
students in terms of what is best for them. 

 
Mr Varma: Mr Speaker, Sir, can the hon. Minister kindly inform the 

House whether the teachers who give private tuition in Government schools 
pay a rent to Government? 

 
Mr Gokhool: This is not the case, Mr Speaker, Sir. 
 
Mr Gunness: Mr Speaker, Sir, is the hon. Minister prepared to table 

copy of the interim report? 
 
Mr Gokhool: As I said, this is an interim report, and it is being 

studied. Discussions with stakeholders will take place. This is not a final 



report, and I don’t think that it is advisable to table the report at this stage. 
 
Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, will the hon. Minister consider 

regulating private tuition for practical classes, particularly at secondary 
level? Because we are aware that, now, teachers give tuition for physics or 
chemistry practical classes. Will the hon. Minister consider looking into this 
aspect of practical classes? 

 
Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, as I said, at this stage, it is not 

proposed to regulate private tuition. But, in the light of the work that is 
being carried out, this point can be taken on board. 

 
Mr Gunness: Mr Speaker, Sir, there are a few cases - I don’t say that 

it is general - where Standard III students are having private tuition, and we 
know that it is illegal to do so. But in some cases because of the A + now, 
parents are starting giving tuition to their children. 

 
(Interruptions) 

 
Is the Minister prepared to put notices in schools in order to notify parents 

that this is illegal? 
 
Mr Gokhool: I think the hon. Member is a very experienced 

parliamentarian and he should not put a question on the basis of hypothesis. 
 

(Interruptions) 
 
I think the whole question is based on hypothesis. 
 
Mrs Martin: Can I ask the hon. Minister whether he has a definite 

time frame as to when the negotiations with the relevant stakeholders will 
finish? 

 
Mr Gokhool: Well, I think I indicated the next phase is to consult 

those stakeholders and then as we proceed, we will have to take into account 
what developments are taking place. I cannot put a fixed time frame at this 
stage. 

 
Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, the hon. Minister has talked about the 

parents’ responsibilities. Maybe in view of helping parents to take their 
responsibility, will the Minister consider putting clear notices that private 
tuition is illegal from Standard I to Standard III? 

 



Mr Gokhool: This is a valuable suggestion which we have to take on 
board. 

 
At 1.00 p.m. the sitting was suspended. 
 
On resuming at 2.30 p.m. with Mr Speaker in the Chair. 

 
 
 

PHOENIX - HANDICAPPED CHILDREN – ABANDONMENT (17/07/07) 
 

(No. B/768) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and 
Floreal) asked the Minister of Women’s Rights, Child Development, Family 
Welfare & Consumer Protection whether she will state if her Ministry has 
been apprised of the case of two handicapped children who were recently 
abandoned by their mother in Phoenix and, if so, will she state if any inquiry 
was initiated thereinto and, if not, why not and, if so, the outcome thereof. 
The Minister of Social Security, National Solidarity and Senior 
Citizens Welfare & Reform Institutions (Mrs S. Bappoo): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, with your permission, I shall reply to this question. 

 
The case of two handicapped children aged 11 and 12 years who were 

recently abandoned by their mother in Phoenix was referred to the Child 
Protection Unit of Phoenix on 12 June 2007 by the Phoenix Police Station as 
a case of child abandonment. 

 
It was reported that the biological mother of the children living at 

Phoenix, abandoned the two children on 11 June 2007 around 18.00 hrs at 
the place of a woman living in the vicinity. 

 
In the morning of 12 June 2007, the neighbour took the two children 

to the Phoenix Police Station to report the matter. Thereafter, the Police 
Officers took the children to the Child Protection Unit at Phoenix. 
Information received from the lady reveals that the minors’ father 
passed away recently. It was also reported that the two minors were 
attending the APEIM school. 

 
In view of the fact that the mother was untraceable, arrangements 

were made by the officers of the Child Development Unit for the children to 
be taken care of by a relative residing at Hollyrood, Vacoas. 

 
A pre-measure statement was recorded to that effect at the Phoenix 

Police Station and the children were handed over to the relative. 



 
I am also informed by the Commissioner of Police that the mother 

was arrested on 13 June 2007. She appeared before Court on 14 June 2007 
and was released on bail on the same day after furnishing a surety of Rs1500 
and recognizance of Rs25,000. After her release, she lived for some time at 
the place of that relative who was found to be, in fact, a family friend. 
Officers of the Child Development Unit have effected a visit on 
Friday 13 July 2007 at APEIM school and the children were found well 
dressed and even looked tidy. 

 
The children informed that they were living together with their mother 

at the place of another relative at Camp Caval, Curepipe. I am also being 
informed that the person is, in fact, the mother’s partner. 

 
Mrs Labelle: May I ask the hon. Minister whether, in these type of 

cases there is a follow-up mechanism, that is, if regular visits are scheduled 
to monitor these children and their mothers respectively? 

 
Mrs Bappoo: Mr Speaker, Sir, maybe the substantive Minister can 

later give more details, but I am informed that there are regular monitoring 
and visits by the officers of the Child Development Unit. 

 
Mrs Perrier: Sir, can the Minister inform the House whether the 

mother is followed by a psychologist? 
 
Mrs Bappoo: I am also being informed that she is being followed by 

a psychologist. 
 
 







YEAR 2008 
 

LE MORNE GOVERNMENT SCHOOL – TEACHERS, ZEP PROJECT,  
ETC. (27/05/08) 

 
(No. B/594) Mr A. Ganoo (First Member for Savanne and Black River) asked 

the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether, in regard to the Le Morne 
Government School, he will state – 
(a) the percentage pass rate at the Certificate of Primary Education 
examinations for the past five years; 



(b) if the successive Head Teachers posted thereat have been transferred 
shortly after their posting, and if so, the reasons therefor; 
(c) if an additional teacher is posted thereat for the purpose of replacing the 
teachers when they are on leave, and 
(d) the reasons as to why it is not included in the Zone d’Education 
Prioritaire. 
 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, as regards part (a) of the question, I am tabling the 
pass rate in respect of the Certificate of Primary Education examinations for the past five 
years. The figures indicate an erratic performance with a peak of 41.4% in 2006 which 
suddenly dropped to 8.3% in 2007. 

 
As regards part (b) of the question, five Head Teachers have been posted to Le 

Morne Government School as from May 2005 to date. The first three of them served for 
short periods ranging from three months to one year before proceeding on retirement 
whereas the fourth one asked for a change in posting on account of long distance 
travelling after having served for one year. 

 
The high mobility of Head Teachers is explained by the fact that Head Teachers 

are promoted on a seniority basis very near to their retirement and also by virtue of a 
policy evolved by my Ministry on a proposal of the trade unions in 2006 to the effect that 
the seniormost Deputy Head Teacher island wide should be identified to fill a temporary 
vacancy of more than 120 days in the grade of Head Teacher whenever and wherever it 
occurs. It should be noted that the turnover of Head Teachers is not limited to Le Morne 
Government School but applies to all schools across the island on account of the policy 
which I have just stated. This is a most unsatisfactory state of affairs which disturbs the 
stability of schools and adversely impacts both on the administration and management 
and aching/learning. The whole issue of appointment and assignment of duties at the 
level of Head Teacher needs to be revisited. 

 
With regard to part (c) of the question, on account of a dearth of qualified 

teachers, it is not the policy of the Ministry to have an additional teacher at a school just 
to replace teachers on leave. In such cases, the school administration sees to it that no 
classes are left unattended for teachers who are on casual or sick leave by asking oriental 
language and ICT teachers to replace or by merging classes. In the eventuality of a 
teacher taking vacation leave he/she is temporarily replaced by a Deputy Head Teacher or 
a Supply Teacher. 

 
As regards part (d) of the question, the criteria for a school to be included in the 

Zone d’Education Prioritaire (ZEP) in 2003 at the inception of the project was that the 
school should have had a percentage pass rate of less than 40% at CPE for five 
consecutive years prior to 2003 or if it was a former Special Support School with an 
average CPE pass rate between 40% and 45% over the last five years. The Le Morne 



Government School has had a pass rate fluctuating between 40.9% in 1999 and 45.7% in 
2001 and at that time did not qualify for inclusion in the ZEP program during the 
selection exercise of schools. 

 
The ZEP Project is undergoing a mid term evaluation and in view of the fact that 

the ZEP Plus concept has been endorsed by the ZEP Council, best practices in ZEP 
schools will be extended to non-ZEP low performing schools following the evaluation 
including Le Morne Government School over the next three years. 
 

Mr Ganoo: Mr Speaker, Sir, I won’t take the time of the House, but there are so 
many problems at Le Morne Government School, the absence of teachers, so many Head 
Teachers come within a short span of time and so on. Can I appeal to the hon. Minister to 
see to it that Le Morne – for the reasons that he has just given – is as quickly as possible 
integrated within the Zone d’Education Prioritaire? 

 
Mr Gokhool: As I have stated, Mr Speaker, Sir, that there is a ZEP Plus concept 

which will also concern low performance schools. In a way, the ZEP project will be 
taking care of these schools which are low performance schools. 

 
Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. Minister whether in the ZEP 

Plus concept there is any particular solution which will tackle the problem of Head 
Teachers which he has explained, particular those reaching the retiring age? 

 
Mr Gokhool: In fact, I gave the answer that the present policy is on the basis of 

seniority where the Head Teachers are posted. Very often, most of these Head Teachers 
are near retirement. This is an unsatisfactory state of affairs. I am looking into it and there 
will be some changes in this direction. 

 
Mr Barbier: Mr Speaker, Sir, can I know from the hon. Minister whether the 

results concerning Le Morne Government School dropped by 8.3% or dropped to 8.3%? 
 

Mr Gokhool: It dropped to 8.3%. 
 

ZEP SCHOOLS – CPE PASS RATE (22/07/08) 
 

(No. B/950) Mrs A. Navarre-Marie (First Member for GRNW and 
Port Louis West) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources 
whether, in regard to the Zone d’Education Prioritaire schools, he will state 
the pass rate of each of the schools at the Certificate of Primary Education 
examinations, since the implementation of the Zone d’Education Prioritaire 
scheme to date. 

 
Reply: I would like to point out that the Zone d’Education Prioritaire 



(ZEP) project was established in 2003 with the main objective of addressing 
educational failure, i.e to improve the educational attainments of pupils 
attending schools mostly in less developed regions, and which had a CPE 
pass rate of less that 40% over the past five years or if they were Special 
Support Schools with an average pass rate between 40% and 45% over the 
past five years. 

 
In view of the considerable amount of information requested for by 

the hon. Member, I am herewith tabling a detailed list of the CPE pass rate 
in respect of each ZEP Schools for the period 2003-2007. 

 
CHILDREN – HEARING IMPAIRMENT – SPECIAL SCHOOLS (29/07/08) 

 
(No. B/1008) Mrs M. Martin (Second Member for Curepipe and 

Midlands) asked the Minister of Social Security, National Solidarity and 
Senior Citizens Welfare & Reform Institutions whether, in regard to the 
children with hearing impairment, she will state the number thereof who 
attend special schools, indicating the number thereof who do not wear 
hearing aids. 
 


