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Protocol

It is today a matter of pride and privilege for me to be associated with you all for the opening of this International Conference on Science, Gender and Technology and Sustainable development.
Be it learned personalities, researchers, educators, women, students, all participants- we are all gathered here today as advocates and champions – advocates for the promotion of Science and Technology Education, as well as being firm supporters of ensuring sustainable development through Education. Our task is to encourage the protection of our natural systems through Education, with a view to maintain the balance and quality of nature and conserve our natural resources, in the interests of present and future generations.

Faced with emerging challenges to biodiversity such as climate change, unsustainable consumption and anthropogenic activities, this Conference comes in at a timely moment where there is a need for the emergence of sustainable communities to enable citizens to learn about environmental preservation through sustainable development, and enhance the understanding of our world in the light of adapting ourselves to changes. 
This Conference is a platform that will certainly enable us to share information and good practices in the area of education for sustainable development. I must congratulate the two associations – the ADD (Association pour le Développement Durable) and the GASAT (Gender and Science and Technology Association)- to take such a laudable initiative to organise this event today and for all activities held in the past. Rest assured of my Ministry’s commitment and contribution to this endeavour of yours for capacity building, sustainable development and resilience and culture with a view to better prepare the youth of today for tomorrow’s challenges.

The Ministry is also committed to the cause of ensuring sustainable efforts in educating for the protection of our environment. In our Ministry Strategy Plan for 2008-2015, we stated I quote :
“To foster innovation and to generate new knowledge for the socio-economic and sustainable development of the nation
To ensure learning opportunities accessible to all, provide learners with values and skills to further their personal growth, enhance their critical and exploratory thinking and encourage them to innovate and to adapt to changes in an increasingly globalised environment.”(end of quote)
By targeting not only the employees but also the youth of today - it is the ambition of the Government and my Ministry to work towards building owe human capital as a base for creating a system which is more responsive to the emerging needs of society and for sustainable national Development.

All our schools have an MID Club and an Environment Club which are partly sponsored by the Ministry of Education with the collaboration of the Ministry of Environment in terms of funding, materials provided and training. 
We have already organised many workshops for the sensitization of school leaders and educators to initiate actions such as composting, rain water harvesting, waste segregation and tree planting at school level with the aim of sensitising the community at large through students and their parents. We are also in the process of encouraging the use of photovoltaic cells in schools as a measure to promote a culture of sustainable energy usage.
Awareness among all sectors of society is crucial to achieving sustainability, and we cannot overstate the pivotal role of Education, because a knowledge-based society is the driving force of human development, societal and national development. In this empowerment and education process, the subject of ensuring a gender balance and guaranteeing the empowerment of girls through the promotion of women in science and technology is a critical task to contribute in a very important way towards sustainable development.
In terms of ensuring the education of our people in learning to produce food sustainably, the country is already benefiting from programmes in agriculture run by our training institutions, such as the one delivered at the MITD at Surinam, as well as at the Le Chou multipurpose Training Centre in Rodrigues, and these are of benefit to students to ensuring proper use of land resources and non-polluting nutrients and pesticides and from sustainable harvesting. We live in a small island developing state (SIDS), and climate change and sea level rise are of particular importance for all sectors of the economy, especially those who are most economically vulnerable to changes in the society.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Social and cultural factors are essential in building resilience of society, and this resilience has to be taught early at all levels. This is why we are inculcating a culture of science from a young age to the emerging generation, for instance through new technologies, and this will help to develop inquiry skills, interest in science and technology and awareness of their environment.. 

I am also in this respect fully confident that our local institutions involved in Research in Education, such as the MIE, are applying their findings and are using new technologies for new approaches in optimising sustainable resource use, awareness building and guiding my Ministry on the formulation of educational policies and legislation in education for sustainable development.

As the Government has for objective of making Mauritius emerge into an ocean and blue economy, we have, through education, the potential whereby our individuals can learn to work together in our present days so as to in the future live a happier, healthier and more sustainable life. We are in this respect coordinating efforts of different stakeholders, and synergising our involvement at school level to prepare future generations to be better prepared to overcome the environmental challenges in fostering the emergence of an ocean nation, the more so given the very large exclusive economic oceanic zone of Mauritius.
I am pleased that this Conference has grown to become a gathering of many local and international stakeholders in joining to discuss these important themes. I wish you a fruitful conference, and I am sure that you will engage in enriching discussions and deliberations in this field of science and technology education for sustainable development. I am looking forward to read the outcomes of this event, and in particular the conference declaration which will be a document to be submitted to international organisations. I have seen the conference programme, and know you will all be busy, but I still hope that the international participants an resource persons to this event will still find the time to visit our beautiful green country and enjoy our blue lagoons.
My support is reiterated to the ADD and GASAT, and I look forward to a long lasting collaboration between all stakeholders in successfully facing the challenges in the implementation of your recommendations geared towards expanding education sustainable development. 
Thank you and I have the pleasure to declare this ADD/GASAT 2014 Conference open.
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