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Ladies and Gentlemen

Since 2005 the Government has set different educational targets among which the improvement of quality teaching and learning occupies the most prominent place.

The National Form III Assessment is the implementation of the recommendation of the Education and Human Resource Strategy Plan (2008 -2020) and has come at a time when quality is at the centre of all discussion pertaining to quality education even at international level.
At the very outset I would wish to point out that the objective of the National Form III Assessment is not to establish a league table or to compare or still to benchmark the performance levels of schools.

The Aim of the Assessment is rather
· to evaluate the level of competencies acquired by students at the end of 3 years of study at Lower Secondary; and

· to identify the academic strengths and weaknesses and to review the remedial strategies as per the School’s Development/Improvement Plan.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In 2010, the Assessment was launched on a pilot basis in 33 schools – State and Private.  The students were assessed in English, French, Maths and Computer Studies/Literacy.
In 2011, the number of schools participating increased to 139 and on top of the 4 subjects, assessment in Science as a single subject was introduced.

In 2012, the number of participating schools rose to 155 and Science was assessed as separate subjects namely Chemistry, Physics and Biology.

In 2013, the Assessment was rolled out to all schools – including Rodrigues and Agalega – 16,719 students in the Republic of Mauritius participated in the assessment which has been prepared by the Quality Assurance of my Ministry in collaboration with MES.  The report highlights the performance in the 7 subjects.  The overall performance is satisfactory.
In English the % pass rate is 80.4 with a national average mark of 56.4
In Maths the % pass rate is 48.2 with a national average mark of 48.2
In French the % pass rate is 75.4 with a national average mark of 52.3 
In Computer Studies % pass rate is 75.4 with a national average mark of 49.1 

In Physics the % pass rate is 47.8 with a national average mark of 16.8 over 50
In Chemistry the % pass rate is 31.4 with a national average mark of  16 over 50
In Biology the % pass rate is 48.8 with a national average mark of 20.5 over 50
The 3 papers in Science were marked on a total of 50, unlike the other papers.
Ladies and Gentlemen, you will recall that another strategic goal mentioned in the Education and Human Resource Strategy Plan (2008 – 2020) was to create a strong Quality Assurance System to secure internal efficiency and quality teaching and learning.  A Quality Assurance and Inspection Division has been set up since 2013.
The philosophy adopted by QA is to walk along with schools, listen to the partners and provide technical and pedagogical support with the collaboration of MIE, MES, Rectors and Educators who have also distinguished themselves in their respective fields.  Good practices will be shared and platforms will be provided for open and frank discussions.
With a view to develop norms and standards, a draft Quality Assurance and Inspection Framework has been circulated among all stakeholders in both State and Private (Union of Rectors, Union of Educators, Educators, MIE, MES, MQA, Federation of Managers) serving Secondary Education Sector.
I may wish to inform you that this Framework will be aligned with international norms and standards.

In this context my Ministry has sought the support of Ofsted of United Kingdom, the World Bank and the Commonwealth Secretariat.   The representative of Ofsted, Mr. Ceri Morgan will be in Mauritius in the month of May to carry out further training and discuss the framework.  Ofsted is also providing support in the Analysis of Education Statistics/data relating to performance.
A Performance Tracking System has also been introduced since 2013 whereby the performance of each student in every State Secondary School is monitored, so that proper and timely support may be provided.

No effort is being spared by my Ministry to ensure quality teaching and learning.

Ladies and Gentlemen, my Ministry is also contemplating on a common assessment in core subjects English, French and Maths in the Lower Secondary in a few schools.  The modalities are still under study.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I recommend that the National Form 3 Assessment - 2013 Report be read by all Rectors, Deputy Rectors, Educators and parents who are dedicated to the cause of Education.

Thank you.
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