 SPEECH FOR HONOURABLE MINISTER 

Gathering of MID Clubs- 20 January 2014
Hon. Devanand Ritoo, Minister of Youth and Sports

Mr Osman Mohamed, Executive Chairman of the Maurice Ile Durable Commission, Prime Minister’s Office,

Mr Ramlugun, Ag. Senior Chief Executive, Ministry of Education & Human Resources, 
Directors and Assistant Directors, heads of schools and Educators,

Distinguished guests, and dear students

It is with a great pleasure that I am participating in this gathering of all MID Clubs from all our secondary schools. I would like to express my appreciation to the MID commission for this initiative to bring all our future ambassadors of Green Mauritius on a common platform to review the progress made by our MID Club members during the past six months. 

The first MID Club was officially launched at France Boyer de La Giroday State College on 11 March 2013 in the context of the National Day celebrations. Setting up of such clubs was then rolled out in all state schools. Now private schools have also been roped in. The prime aim of the MID Club is to harmonize allexisting clubs in schools and to align together towards ‘Maurice Ile Durable’. 
Government has a vision for Mauritius: that of changing the economic, social and environmental landscape of the country. We strongly believe that our youth will endeavour to turn Mauritius into paradise.Government has envisaged a sustainable future for Mauritius along with the MID concept. Aligned to this policy, schools should continually aim at sensitizing and empowering our students so that they can develop community projects and activities to further foster as sustainable lifestyle. 
The creation of MID Clubs has indeed boosted up the eco-friendly spirit of our youth who will be the future change agents to transform the landscape of Mauritius. You are the future architects of the country. The future of Mauritius lies in your hands dear students. 

The ‘Maurice Ile Durable’ vision is “To make Mauritius a model of sustainable Development” focusing on the five ‘E’s mainly, Energy, Environment, employment, education and equity.
In the budget speech 2014 several provisions have been made for the implementation of  mega projects which will ultimately drive our island to become a model of sustainable development. It was also mentioned that the Budget builds on our past achievements and sticks to our vision of the future – that of becoming a high income nation.

As a nation we have always known that these goals are not easy to achieve. But, in every single year, we have made progress and come closer to our long-term destination. 

Dear students, the ultimate aim of our Government is to acquaint our students’population with the principles of MID, to develop in them, an ownership of the MID project and rope in the community at large towards the MID concept. You can then work for a better future and ensure a change in mindset in the population.Our objectives are to coordinate the “Maurice Ile Durable” (MID) project from a more holistic perspective,to harmonize efforts in the MID and to look into all aspects of sustainability.
However,the main objectives of our MID Clubs are to raise awareness on the impact of school community’s activities on environment, facilitate conversion of our schools into eco-friendly schools through projects like recycling, waste segregation, tree-planting and setting up of endemic gardens, composting, rain water harvesting and use of solar panels for green electricity production.

At the Ministry’s level, action has already been initiated for the installation of Photovoltaic solar panels in 8 state secondary schools and two primary schools. Rainwater harvesting, under (SIT) CSR project, has already been installed in 12 state secondary schools. The project will be extended to other schools as well. Our main aim is to teach our children how they can generate green economy through photovoltaic solar panels and how they can promote judicious use of water, using rainwater.
Indeed there are several actions that could be taken to change our lifestyle towards a sustainable future and so many initiatives could be taken starting from grass root level to higher education which will provide opportunities to bolster the green economy agenda.
On the other hand, the existing formal education within our system provides significant opportunities to share the MID vision and develop future leaders in sustainable development. The National Curriculum is regularly under review to ensure alignment with emerging theory and realities. 
Our education system is indeed, an important tool in the development of ‘Maurice Ile Durable’ and that of Mauritian sustainable development specialists. My dear students, great opportunities lie at the tertiary education level, to pursue your careers and acquire knowledge in the field of sustainable development, This would be fundamental to the sustainable growth of both our green economy and of the MID vision.
It is high time for you to think what you can do for your country. Get engaged in concrete actions now itself, so that you can have your share in the making of the green Mauritius. Raising the profile of Mauritius as a leader in sustainable development is an important element of the MID process. It is through pioneering and inspiring peoplethat MID concept will evolve and the profile of Mauritius as a leader in the international arena will be materialised. It is time for action. Prove yourselvesasresponsible citizens by being GREEN!
On this note I will end in wishing you all the BEST in your future undertakings! May you all succeed in all your endeavours throughout this journey of Maurice Ile Durable!! And may you all have a very bright future ahead!
Thank you for your attention.
