Speech by Dr Vasant Bunwaree, Minister of Education and Human Resources

Opening ceremony of MODEL UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE (MUN) AT ZONAL LEVEL - ZONE 2

Monday 07 April 2014
Auditorium, Mahatma Gandhi Institute. Moka
Excellencies, Members of the Diplomatic Corps
Miss Chung, Director Zone 2

The Secretary General, Zone 2 MUN
Directors and Assistant Directors, Min of Education and HR
Rectors and Deputy Rectors, 
Ladies and gentlemen 
Coordinators and our young Delegates,
A very GOOD MORNING TO ALL OF YOU. 
   It gives me an immense pleasure to see that MUN has been possible at zonal level. It is indeed a ‘grande première’ for all our students. Participation has been encouraged and we have delegations representing 84 UN countries by more than 35 schools. I firmly believe in giving opportunities to more and more youth to be engaged in this simulation exercise which will urge them to learn about current world affairs, about the importance of the United Nations and which at the end of the day, drive you all, to take your stance as young ambassadors of the different UN countries you are representing in this conference. MUN is indeed a ‘Once in a life-time ’ experience for all Munners and my Ministry has taken this laudable initiative of giving opportunities to more and more youth  to be part and parcel of this simulation exercise. 
   As young delegates you will learn about the goals, accomplishments, limits, and powers of the UN and the international system, globalization and multilateral diplomacy , negotiation on disarmament, peace building and conflict resolution as well as media, information and communication among other issues. 
   The Model United Nations which is an academic simulation of the United Nations aims at educating participants to   develop different skills, help them grow into global citizens and make them become thinkers out of learners
Dear Delegates, Government has a vision for you. I believe that MUN conferences at zonal level should become an annual feature of our calendar of activities as we should give our youth a holistic development side by side with opportunities to excel in the academic field. Today, we find millions of people deprived of education throughout the world. I would request you delegates to reflect on this issue and come with your recommendations, especially on the Millennium Development Goals.  I would like to quote Kofi Annan, the past Secretary General of UN:
“Education is a human right with immense power to transform. On its foundation rest the cornerstones of freedom, democracy and sustainable human development.. End of quote.

Young delegates, you will surely debate  on MDGs and try to find solutions to reach the targets set as 2015 is coming at giant pace. You will try to find solutions to the EFA Goals as well.
Climate change, Poverty, unemployment, lack of capital, lack of land, sexual, verbal, emotional, physical abuse and domestic violence are still some of the rampant challenges that women are still largely susceptible to in many parts of the world. In some parts, for instance, girls are still being forced into marriages at tender ages which deprive them of their dream of education and future. 
Dear delegates, as diplomats of the countries you are representing, you will have to bring a change to this world. You should strive for good causes and follow the path set by Malala!

Young delegates, numerous are the challenges we are facing with climate change. “TODAY YOU CAN MAKE TOMORROW” ! Be the change you want to see!
MUN conference is indeed a unique forum for young people to meet and take awareness of the manifold challenges facing the world and UN countries specially, to those  we are  closely linked. You, as ambassadors and delegates, you need to find ways and means to overcome these challenges confronting the universe and learn to handle crisis situation with diplomacy, achieve cultural, scientific and economic renewal. You have been provided with a platform to give expression to your opinions and feelings for your intellectual, social, personal and cultural development. Delegates, you will acquire profound knowledge on your countries’ geo-political, social, cultural and economic situations. No doubt, you have spent time researching on the salient issues and “Question of ” that will be addressed to, in the commission rooms 
Dear delegates as you are aware, the third stage of Government action, the 2012-2015 Government Programme focuses on key areas like :
Prosperity for All, Enhanced Connectivity, Empowering People, Cohesive Society, Strong Nation, and Sustainability.
Your participation in MUN will be a golden opportunity for helping you to reflect the needs of this third stage of Government action, the 2012-2015 Government programme. 
You will be called upon to drive a united world towards peace and prosperity, to promote the acceleration of the socio-economic integration of all continents.  Consequently, you will be required to lead to the peace and unity of the UN countries where setting up a partnership between governments and all segments of civil society, in particular women, youth and the private sector will be henceforth possible to strengthen solidarity and cohesion amongst the people and to boost development, eradicate poverty and bring all UN countries into the global economy. Delegates, you have indeed a vital role to play in the eradication of poverty and in the economic development of Rising Africa as well.

Globally there are over 34 million people living with HIV. While HIV infections have declined lately, the epidemic continues to outpace the response. Enormous works should continue with countries to understand and respond to the development dimensions of HIV.  Action outside the health sector can contribute significantly to better health outcomes. As delegates you should come forward with solutions for Western Sahara specially as it has the highest percentage of HIV/AIDS. 

Dear Delegates, your participation in this conference is indeed an ideal opportunity to demonstrate your qualities, bring to the fore your hidden potentials, increase your knowledge about diplomacy and international relations, investigate, deliberate and find solutions to ever challenging issues. You will have to demonstrate your leadership and negotiation skills while Coordinating and harmonizing the policies between the existing and future Regional Economic Communities for the gradual attainment of the objectives of the UN. 
This MUN Conference is an exceptional platform for you, Delegates to grow more and gain knowledge about the UN countries and world affairs. You will also acquire the 5 Cs, develop and test a whole range of skills and competences of crucial importance in a world dominated by economic, political, social and environmental imperatives. 

The MUN Conference is a special occasion, giving you, Delegates the floor to share global concerns, to participate in the attainment of all goals, to discover themselves as future leaders, as citizens of the world, and to work together for a better future. 

I take the opportunity to wish you a stimulating and enriching conference.

ALL THE BEST IN YOUR DELIBERATIONS AND YOUR FUTURE ENDEAVOURS! May you all emerge as future leaders of the world and have a very brilliant future ahead.

Thank you for your attention.

I have now the pleasure of declaring the conference open
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