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REPUBLIC OF MAURITIUS

ADDRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY  THE  MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND HUMAN RESOURCES , DR THE 
HONOURABLE VASANT KUMAR BUNWAREE AT THE PRIZE 
GIVING CEREMONY OF SEBASTOPOL  STATE SECONDARY SCHOOL ON THURSDAY
12 JUNE 2014 
The Acting  Rector,

President  and members of the Executive Committee of the PTA,

Educators, Office and Ancillary Staffs,

Parents,& My dear students,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good morning,
I am pleased to be amongst you this morning on the occasion of the Prize Giving Ceremony of Sebastopol State Secondary School.  It is indeed heartening to see so many parents and students as we celebrate this important and joyous event of your institution.  Thank you for the invitation to join you for this very special occasion.  It is indeed a pleasure for me to be able to address our young minds.
Today is in fact a special day, not only for the students who will be receiving prizes, but  also for those who have contributed in one way or another to support the students’ academic and non-academic achievements.  To the prize recipients, the prize you are going to hold is an affirmation of your self-worth.  It recognizes  the hard work you have put in, the sacrifice you have made and the discipline you have shown .  For those of you  who are not among the prize winners, I would advise you not to be discouraged.  You are a winner in your own right if you have worked hard and tried your best in all that you have undertaken.  To all of you, let me extend my warmest and heartfelt congratulations.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have always been a firm believer in   quality education.  I am  convinced that a quality education provides a solid foundation for the future and I am happy to note that time has not proven me wrong.  High quality education is even more important in this era of change.  The implication of this phenomenon is obvious, the more so when we consider the rapid rhythm of change that characterizes our times and when we cannot prepare for what we cannot anticipate.  
I am, in this context, heartened by the effort taken by the  school  to put in place educational programmes to create an environment advantageous to critical and independent learning.   The Form III National Assessment that  is now on in all secondary schools of  the Republic   has enabled you to see the strengths and weaknesses of students . This will enable the school to make further progress in SC examinations. I am very pleased to learn that you have  progressed by 10% at the 2013 SC examinations . 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

As you are aware, my Ministry is leaving no stone unturned to give to the students a quality education of international standards. Since my coming to this Ministry in 2008, I have brought numerous  innovations both in the primary and secondary schools of the Republic that are in line with international trends. I have been able to digitalize our education system, enabling our youngsters to learn just as their peers in developed countries. As you are aware, Form V students  are receiving  their tablets, as promised. Those of Form IV will be receiving theirs soon. I want you, students, to understand that   we live in a global village and cannot afford to lag behind. I am proud to have been able to offer you the best education possible that might see you well off.  
I am further delighted to note that the school recognizes the value of co-curricular activities in promoting the all-round development of the students.   The personality of the latter is forged through holistic development and in so doing, I am confident  they will certainly be developing creative and critical thinking skills, improving their communication aptitudes, fostering collaborative and participatory learning avenues through working as a homogenous group, in brief they will be developing their personality and mould their character. 
 I  consider the novel measures adopted  to be full of promise, since they will transform our students into citizens of the XX1st century world – able to make sense of the mass of knowledge confronting them every day and to take new challenges boldly.  Such  students will be able to address  local  issues with a  global perspective, and deal with XX1st century problems with a XX1st century mindset.
This is my dream for you, my dear students, that you don’t take last century’s tools to try to investigate this century’s issues.  For this you need to be proactive and act as global citizens.  I will therefore impress upon you that you consider yourselves to be citizens of the world with a global approach.  But at the same time you need to remain fiercely loyal to your country, to your school which has maximized your potential. This does not mean that you should let yourselves be subjugated by your insularity.
 Youngsters are our tomorrow – our future.  They need therefore to grow up as respected and respectable citizens.  To be good citizens, one needs values.  It is up to you ,  head of  school, teachers, parents to instill those values in them which will help them to grow up as good human beings who will contribute their fair share to the further improvement of  society.
 However I would like to emphasize on the fact that Education does not stop at the school gate. It should continue in society when we mix with our friends, visit relatives , meet with the needy in orphanages or the elderly in old folk homes. This is true and perfect education. I’m aware that many of our students perform all these. I  am inviting all others to empathize with those in need. I would therefore entreat all our teachers and parents to focus on developing children in a holistic spirit and instilling in them love for their country and people, deep moral values and a strong work ethic so that they grow up to be assets for the nation.
 It is a fact  that the Ministry of Education is laying much emphasis  on ICT and interactive learning as well as co and extra curricular activities, as I have just mentioned. But at the same time , we want our students to know more about our History as well as to be good entrepreneurs. Since last  year Entrepreneurship Education is taught at Form I level on  pilot basis and it has gathered momentum.  Very soon  Modern History of Mauritius will be made compulsory in our lower secondary classes. Our youngsters need to know the past of their motherland so that they can build their future. In fact the present needs the past to consolidate the future.
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On this special day, I would also like to congratulate the Educators who  need also to be remembered, praised and congratulated for their seriousness , professionalism and hard work.  I am aware of the strenuous efforts you also have to put in so that your students may perform to the best of their ability. Thank you for going out of the way to assist the students of this school, many of whom do not come from well-to-do families. Thank you also for your contribution in carving the future of the youngsters who are our hopes for a better Mauritius. But I am also aware that the task of Educators to-day is becoming more and more difficult with the rise of new types of problems  among school goers. So I would invite all of you to perform your duties with zeal and ardour because you are sculpturing,  by your work, the destiny of our future generations.
Thank you for listening.
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