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Ladies and gentlemen and distinguished guests
A very good morning to you. 

It is indeed, an immense pleasure to note that our students are still enthusiastic about creative writing despite daunting challenges of this technology-driven world. Today, although the electronic age with the complete emergence of our kids in television and video games has brought a change in culture, writing continues to be a powerful force for social and individual growth. And, in a strange way, the electronic age has the potential to re-invent the written word and creative expression, move them off the page and exploding them into the Ethernet.  Creative expression through writing which is limited only by the imagination, in fact, serves to expand the creative thinking. It is a means of self-expression that can instill a positive sense of self-achievement and boost up self-esteem. At our Ministry’s level we have several activities and competitions to encourage students demonstrate their writing skills. Even at primary level, “Budding Writers” is a competition which initiates our pupils to express themselves in writing.
Our Ministry focuses on the importance of co and extra-curricular activities which provides our youth with a holistic development and opens new avenues for them in life. “Education is the drawing out of the best in the child” – end quote. (Mahatma Gandhi)

As we strongly believe in the ‘Gandhian’ philosophy, and accordingly, our curriculum has integrated co and extra-curricular activities.
I have been informed that the two winners of the ‘Young Journalists Award of the year’ will attend an International Conference where they will meet young people from different parts of the world. It will be indeed, a unique opportunity for your growing- up as this exposure to the outside world will provide you with numerous opportunities, networking and sharing.
 It is essential to prepare our students to become global citizens. Despite fast-changing environment, we endeavour to provide the best conditions for teaching and learning to take place: all efforts are geared towards the emotional, Physical, Social and  Psychological growth towards of the student. All aspects are to be developed: Multiple intelligences including the emotional intelligence. Inner talents of all students should be brought to the fore. As such our Ministry has invested hugely in setting of SEN schools to give all children the same opportunity to grow and develop in a conducive environment. 
I have been learnt that you had to write on the Hero that inspires you. Seema, our national winner, selected as her hero Stephen Hawkings the world famous physicist who is also disabled. Quote from Seema’s article:

 ‘This iconic hero proved to the world that we, disabled people, are also human beings with the same desires, dreams and ambitions as others…..His life story teaches me that challenges and setbacks in life are to be embraced, not to be avoided… His unparalleled determination has inspired me to remain focused on whatever I want to achieve.’ 
Dear young ladies, I would like to quote Abraham Lincoln: “Always bear in mind that your resolution to succeed is more important than any other one thing”. 
I take this opportunity to congratulate you on success and wish you all the best at the International Conference and in all your future endeavours. I hope you return back enriched from this experience and with another mindset.
I would like to congratulate Heads of schools, Educators and parents for the support given to the participants. Congratulations to British Council and Le Matinal for such a laudable initiative!

Thank you for your attention. BON VOYAGE to both winners and Educators.
