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Thank you for your welcome. It gives me great pleasure to be here on this occasion. We are today proceeding to an important step, namely the handing over of a specialised classroom, which was set up in the context of the MIE/UNESCO Participation programme. This project aims at providing learning support to reduce low performance at CPE and throughout all standards in primary schools. I am proud that one of our national institutions, the Mauritius Institute of Education, was chosen to carry out their project with the support of the UNESCO, in collaboration with both the Ministry of Education and the Roman Catholic Authority. 
It is with great satisfaction that I note the outcomes of this project. Within a short lapse of time, this project has demonstrated that pedagogy can be customised to suit the varying needs of different learners. Such a differentiated approach is one of the principal characteristics of an inclusive classroom. The need for a specialised classroom is felt where specific learning needs cannot be addressed individually by the classroom teacher. I am told that children with specific learning difficulties, especially related to language learning, were identified with the help of diagnostic tools and a special educational plan was elaborated over a few months to assist them in their learning of English. Pupils followed complementary lessons that focused principally on their difficulties and which enabled them to become more confident in their use of language, so that when they reintegrate their classroom, they did not feel left behind but instead could progress happily along with their other classmates.  I understand that this was carried out under the guidance of the MIE in this specialised classroom.
The interactive nature of the specialised classroom, along with its emphasis of learning through fun and play, ensures that learning is not only fun but also useful and meaningful. This echoes with our own policies, which set out to ensure that learning takes place in an inspirational and interactive setting. Here we note, with great pleasure, how this specialised class has successfully complemented the conventional class, providing the extra support and pedagogical follow-up that is essential for the development of these pupils. 

I would therefore like to emphasise that there is a strong need for such a classroom, with a specialised educator who can provide special attention and address pupils’ learning difficulties. This project provides ample evidence that all students can be taken on board despite their learning differences.  We are placing much emphasis on remediation so as to minimise learning difficulties right at the start. This project gives us a model that I feel should be emulated in other schools.
I have noted with great appreciation the collaborative nature of this project, which has involved colleagues from the MIE and from the RCEA. We hope that there may be similar fruitful collaborations in the future. I would like to seize this opportunity to thank the UNESCO, the MIE, the RCEA, school authorities, teachers and parents for their continuing support to the Government of Mauritius and to the overall development of SEN Practice and Inclusion in Primary Schools.  
Thank you for your attention
