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And, last but certainly not least, dear students, 
Allow me first to extend my warmest thanks to the Rector, Mr. Rambaruth and indeed to all staff and students of the Royal College of Port Louis for having me here today. It is always an honour to be invited to a Prize-Giving Ceremony. It is an even more special honour to be present at a school’s anniversary. But for me today, ladies and gentlemen, it is a priceless experience to be here, within the walls of what once was my own school, to rejoice, together with you all, in its continued success over the years, but also to celebrate the 85th anniversary of this historical institution of excellence. 
As all of you here will know, it was 1929 when this school first came into existence. In the 1950’s it was given its present name. Throughout these decades, this school has known many changes, many generations of students as different from one another as they could possibly be. But throughout these generations, the essence of the young RCPL man has remained unchanging. Young men, I look at you here today and it is all too easily to recall my own days here.

What IS, you may ask, the essence of the RCPL student? A number of things, as those of you who wear this uniform will know. But perhaps it’s important to spell out some of them.

Education, to an RCPL student, is far more than what you can take from books. Yes, a good RCPL student knows what’s in the books, that’s a fact – and every year when the HSC results are proclaimed, there is no doubt that RCPL has its head very much on its shoulders when it comes to the textbook.

But if you are schooled within these walls, you also know that your education extends far beyond them. An RCPL student knows the value of extracurricular activities, from sports to the arts, from a passion for a programming to a passion for gaming. An RCPL student knows that it’s not enough to know what’s in a book – one must also know how to evolve in society, how to thrive in a future workplace, how to forge a place for oneself in the world. 
As an RCPL student who has become Minister of Education, these are values that I have taken with me – and it is because of these values that my Ministry has laid strong emphasis on the idea of holistic development. We do not want to produce young men and women who are savvy in textbooks but cannot exist in the world, and it is for this reason that my Ministry has developed the HSC Pro, a pathway to obtaining one’s HSC that also solidly prepares one for hitting the job market with all chances on one’s side.

It is because I deeply believe in shaping young people for the realities of the future that my Ministry has also developed a job placement programme, designed not only to give students prior knowledge of the workplace, a clear advantage to their CV, but also gives a chance to employers to meet prospective employees. Indeed, it has been my mission, as Minister of Education to bridge such gaps between the sphere of education and the arena of work – these two should not be separate but should work in symbiosis if we are to drive this nation forward.

Ladies and gentlemen, there is not a person in this country who does not know the Royal College of Port-Louis. And there is not a person in this country who does not associate the RCPL with excellence, in the very strictest meaning of the word. Today, we have come together to honour those who have excelled in their respective fields – prize-winners, stars of SC examinations, laureates who made their school even prouder this year. 

It is a fact that recognizing excellence and rewarding it is an inevitable requirement for any nation wishing to develop and prosper. We must recognize, nurture and reward excellence – and we must give it the means to continuously improve on itself. In fact, it is with this in mind that I have supplemented the number of post-HSC scholarships available to students in Mauritius. And, because excellence goes hand in hand with democracy, we have even added scholarships based both on academic merit and financial need – because everyone who CAN deserves a chance. Let me reiterate, ladies and gentlemen, that it is imperative that we continue to reward excellence and to encourage it. This is how we will realize our own potential, as individuals and as a nation. This is how we will be models for others, examples to follow. This is the only way in which we will drive this country forward. 
My young friends, I will take a guess that there is not a single one of you sitting in this audience today who does not have a mobile phone. Most of you by now will also have in your possession a tablet, or a laptop, or a desktop at home. Let me assure you that even I have had, over the last few years, to quickly polish my own IT skills.

And that it is because IT is today’s big challenge in education. Because IT Two generations ago, it was access to education that was the problem. To that problem came the solution brought by Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam: free education for all. A few years ago, other problems were tackled: Dr. the Honourable Navin Ramgoolam came forward with another historical turn – free transport for all students, as well as benefits and concessions to needy students, all measure taken to take away the burden of transport fees which were often prohibitive. This year, holding good to our promise, my Ministry took another leap forward in education: the provision of specialized tablets for Form 4 and 5 students, allowing them to tap into the benefits of the virtual classroom. 
My young friend, as you know, surely better than I do, education today is impossible without the resources available through IT and the internet. Try and think of the last time you did your homework without having recourse to Wikipedia… 
It is a fact that over the last couple of years, the challenge has been to keep little Mauritius abreast of the rapid evolutions of technology in the globalized world. Let me assure you today that we have every intention of meeting the challenge head on.

Ladies and gentlemen, proud parents, dear students, before I let you move on to the best part of the day, let me once again congratulate you all for your hard work and your excellent results. 
Happy 85th anniversary to the remarkable institution that is RCPL. 
Long Live RCPL! 

Thank you for your attention.
