Speech by Hon Minister Dr Vasant Bunwaree on the occasion of the launching of                 (i) the toolkit on Climate Change

(ii) the Activity Book on coastal Zone

And distribution of compost bins

Tuesday 04 March 2014 at 13h00
Sir Harilal Vaghjee Hall. Government House, Port Louis

Honourable D. Veerasamy, Minister of Environment & Sustainable Development,

Mr Juggroo, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development, 

Heads of schools and Educators,

Presidents of Environment Clubs

Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and gentlemen

And dear Students

(All Protocol Observed)

A very Good Afternoon to all of you.

I feel privileged to be associated with this ceremony organised for the launching of a tool-kit on climate change and an Activity Book on how to protect the coastal zone for our primary schools’ pupils. This moment is indeed most appropriate for us to equip our young people with the necessary tools to be able to face the daunting challenges of climate change and problems of coastal degradation and erosion, and pollution of our beaches. This moment is indeed very crucial to all of us and it is high time to take concrete actions and show our concern for our environment especially when we are all engaged in the national project of Maurice Ile Durable. It is indeed very important for our Ministry to inculcate in our young generation the importance of a healthy and clean environment and teach them how to be prepared to face problems of Climate Change as well. 

Since their initiation, our environment Clubs have taken several very good measures to overcome challenges over the past years so far as environment protection is concerned, of course, under the guidance of Heads of schools and the PTAs.
The changing climate impacts on society and our ecosystems in a broad variety of ways. Climate change can increase or decrease rainfall, influence agricultural crop yields, affect human health, cause changes to forests and other ecosystems, or even impact our energy supply. Climate-related impacts are occurring across different regions of our country and across many sectors of our economy. Many states and local governments are already preparing for the impacts of climate change through "adaptation," which is planning for the changes that are expected to occur.

The climate of the Earth is getting warmer, and the signs are everywhere. Rain patterns are changing, sea level is rising, and snow and ice are melting sooner in the spring. As global temperatures continue to rise, we will see more changes in our climate and in our environment. These changes will affect people, animals, and ecosystems in many ways.

Less rain can mean less water in some places, while too much rain can cause terrible flooding. We have undergone tragic moments as a result of flooding in many parts of our island. More hot days can dry up crops and make people and animals sick. In some places, people will struggle to cope with a changing environment. In other places, people may be able to successfully prepare for these changes. The negative impacts of global climate change will be less severe overall if people reduce the amount of greenhouse gases they are releasing into the atmosphere but worse if we continue producing these gases at current or faster rates.

It is high time for our young generation to be better equip to face challenges of Climate Change. Our Ministry has already taken actions to sensitize our students on the effect and mitigation of Climate Change through talks and eco-friendly actions at school level. We have been supported all the way through by the Ministry of Environment & Sustainable Development.  A toolkit on Climate Change will be launched today.  Going through it, dear students, you would be better informed about Climate Change.

The Toolkit is about 111 Actions for Youth to Combat Climate Change in Mauritius

It comprises 111 actions to inspire, inform and involve the youth in taking action to combat climate change.  It is meant to trigger actions at individual, family, school and community levels whereby people can adopt mitigation measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions as well as adaptation measures to respond to impacts of climate change.  It consists of understanding Climate Change, communicating on Climate Change, ways you can reduce greenhouse gas emissions, ways you can respond to Climate Change and when to start dealing with significant change in the distribution of weather pattern.
We are indeed lucky to be living in an island which is said to be the key and star of the Indian Ocean. Island Mauritius is also known as the paradise island for its panoramic landscape, its good climate and its peaceful environment.
In order to keep our island evergreen and always shining in the Indian Ocean, we need to take eco-friendly initiatives to preserve its beauty and maintain its clean environment.

In line with the project ‘Maurice Ile Durable’, the Government of Mauritius has taken a very laudable initiative as main objective to safeguard the social, economic and environmental landscape of our paradise island.

By the way, you have surely seen pictures and watched movies that show different natural calamities related to global warming. It is an issue that all of us should take at heart as We, human beings are partly responsible of this alarming situation that our planet earth is facing today. Due to our bad habits, we are disturbing the peaceful environment of the planet by causing a lot of harm to all living species in the universe.

My dear children, it is high time for us to show our concern for our planet earth and start petty actions which will contribute to ‘Maurice Ile Durable’. You should make efforts to have a clean and healthy environment prevailing in our island and on our beaches as well as in our lagoon. While engaging in environment-friendly habits we will definitely contribute to make our island even more beautiful, making it welcoming to a greater number of tourists, thus raising the national economy. We can make of Mauritius a place where everyone can live in peace and harmony.

An Activity Book is also being launched today. Your friends Bul-bul and Pic-Pic will take you to the seaside and through this Activity Book; they will show you some actions that you should take and some that you should avoid in order to keep the beaches and the lagoon clean. Finally, by taking these concrete actions you will contribute to promote a clean and healthy Mauritius and become responsible citizens of tomorrow.

Your school will be remitted with compost bins as you are being encouraged to dispose all bio-degradable waste to produce compost that you may use in the plantation in the Kitchen gardens in your schools. I know that many schools have also been donated bins to sort out litters and compost bins under the Currimjee Foundation. However, this additional compost bin will help you to produce more compost which you may also sell in the immediate vicinity of your school.

My dear students, the future of your motherland lies in your hands. Government has a lot of hope in the youth of today to transform our island into Maurice Ile Durable. I wish you ‘ALL THE BEST’ in your endeavour to make our island a peaceful and enjoyable place to live in.

I take this opportunity to wish you all the best in your studies. May you all have a bright future ahead.

Thank you for your attention 

Dr Vasant Bunwaree
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