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ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAY 

Protocol
Dear Students

It is a matter of great satisfaction for me to be here today on the occasion of the celebration of the English Language Day. I need hardly stress the circumstances that led to this proclamation by UNESCO in 2010. The choice of this date was certainly not fortuitous given that it coincided with the birth date of William Shakespeare.
But above all, this Day is a recognition of the importance the language has come to have over the  centuries and also an acknowledgement of the long way the language has travelled from its early stages of Old to Middle English and finally to Modern English. History has demonstrated that there have been a number of landmarks and milestones in the historical development of the language—but I personally believe that two major events helped in giving it what it just deserves. 
One was the establishment of the first English printing press by William Caxton in 1476 which resulted in the standardisation in the writing system of the language and, two, the development of dictionaries, first by Samuel Johnson, the first lexicographer, in 1755 and then Webster’s American English dictionary in 1828 followed by the publication of the Oxford English Dictionary in 1928.
Ladies and Gentlemen and Dear Students,
We have come a long way since then. Today, the internet, the world of entertainment and even free trade have accelerated the process of giving the English Language a breadth and scope that are unique.  Indeed, whatever the means or the instrument that has opened wide the portals for English Language to have pride of place, what does emerge loud and clear is that this language has facilitated and permeated the world of business and trade, of culture, of technology and innovation and certainly of research and diplomacy as well as popular music and literature.
Thus, the English Language has, as a result of world historical events, established itself as the most commonly spoken and written language to have reached international status.  It is certainly true that the most common first language in the world is Mandarin closely followed by Hindustani—with more than a billion speakers in the first case. But then this is judging by the number of native speakers. 
For its part, as a native language, English is used by about 300 million people, mainly in the United States of America, the United Kingdom, Australia, Canada, South Africa and in some other countries across the world. However, what distinguishes English from the other major languages is that it is the most common second language spoken in the world. Indeed, it is estimated to have a population of around 2 billion people avidly using it as a second language or being in the process of studying it.
No wonder, then, that in different parts of the world, governments are promoting the study and use of English.  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Personally, I consider the richness of the English language to lie in its own inherent qualities. 

In the first place, it enables the creation of instant connections and as facilitator for huge masses of people who travel the globe today. 
It is also a language that has allowed a whole set of native cultural influences and lexical items to find their way into its fold. It is accordingly not surprising that this language has more ‘hybrid’ versions than most others. Witness the varieties of English we have in the world today: Caribbean English, Indian English, American and Canadian English, Australian English, New Zealand English, , South African English, etc. 
Equally, it is perhaps the one language that is more apt to accept new terminologies than most others. Words like canyon, ranch, stampede and vigilante are in fact Spanish words that entered the English language just as plenty of French ( “ rendez-vous”, “finesse”)and Indian ( “ masala”, “kutcha” ) words have done.
 On the other hand, the universality of the concepts of world of Science and Technology have certainly further contributed to that momentum. 
And what is the situation here in Mauritius? 
Our policy over the decades of our Independence has been to encourage the flourishing of all languages, whether ancestral or modern. These are studied in our schools and a major landmark was also reached with the introduction of Kreol Morisien and Bhojpuri into the formal programme of study in primary schools.

However, we have in no way put the learning of English Language on the sidelines. 
Far from it ! 
True, in Mauritius, some students view the English language as rather tricky. I believe this is perhaps because of the variation in vowel sounds, the differing stresses placed on syllables or, again, the necessity to aspirate the voiceless consonants.
But then, these small hurdles should not act as impediments to the learning of the language. We are fortunate to use English as our official language and as one of the media of instruction at school. 
And we are helped in our language- consolidation efforts both by the English Speaking Union and by the British Council, both of which need to be congratulated for their constant and unfaltering efforts in, among other things, building the professional capacity of teachers. With their help, I am confident that we are on track to improve the quality of both written and spoken English, in general. 
On this English Language Day, I would wish you all, dear students, to take a pledge to strive to achieve the goal of mastering the language. You have at your disposal today a panoply of equipment-- ebooks, interactive simulations, videos, and what not -- to facilitate your task. Remember always that, at the end of the day, the English Language is one major pathway that opens up a whole new vista of opportunities for all of you, young learners.
So, have a fruitful English Language Day. I certainly hope you will devote your day conversing with your teachers and your peers …..all through in English.
Thank you for your attention.
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