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UNIVERSITY OF MAURITIUS - STUDENTS - ACCESS TO INTERNET   

(28/05/02) 

 (No. B/350) Mr R. Daureeawoo (Third Member for Montagne Blanche and 

GRSE) asked the Minister of Education and Scientific Research whether, given that the 

number of projects for the development of information technology is on the increase, he 

will consider the advisability of providing a free number of hours access to Internet at the 

residence of students of the University of Mauritius, especially to the vulnerable groups 

who are undergoing BSc computer courses or graduate related courses as part of the 

syllabus of their studies.  

(Withdrawn)  























 

 





































 



YEAR 2005 

 
UNIVERSITY OF MAURITIUS - ACADEMIC STAFF 

ALLOWANCES & FEES - 2004-2005    (18/10/05) 

 

(No. I B/371) Mrs B. Virahsawmy (First Member for Port Louis 

North & Montagne Longue) asked the Minister of Education & Human 

Resources whether he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the 

University of Mauritius the amount of - 

(a) overtime paid to its academic staff, and 

(b) fees paid to part-time lecturers during the financial year 2004- 

2005. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I am informed by the 

University of Mauritius that for the financial year 2004-2005 – 

 

(a) No overtime was paid to its academic staff. However, excess 

lecturing allowances of Rs9,319,250 were paid to the academic 

staff in view of the inability of the University to recruit the 

required academic staff. 

 

(b) As regards fees paid to part-time lecturers, an amount of 

Rs12,094,317 was disbursed. 

 

Mrs Virahsawmy: Sir, will the hon. Minister inform the House 

whether it is normal practice not to pay overtime to the academic staff of the 

University of Mauritius? 

 

Mr Gokhool: As a matter of fact, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, academic 

staff are not paid overtime, but they are entitled to extra lecturing 

allowances. 

 

Mrs Virahsawmy: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, is the Minister aware that 

there are cases whereby academic staff has been paid overtime during 

normal working hours, that is, from 9 o'clock to 16 hours? 

 

Mr Gokhool: This is not the case. As far as I know, Mr Deputy 

Speaker, Sir, academic staff cannot be paid overtime during working hours, 

but when they work extra hours, they are paid an allowance. This is 

provided in the University regulations. 

 

 





YEAR 2006 

 

 



UNIVERSITY OF MAURITIUS - TELUGU & MARATHI – 

B.A. COURSES    (04/04/06) 

 

(No. B/164) Mrs D. Perrier (Fourth Member for Savanne and Black 



River) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether he will, for 

the benefit of the House, obtain from the University of Mauritius information as to 

whether full-time B.A. courses in Telugu and Marathi are being offered for the 

academic year starting September 2006 and, if not, why not. 

 

Reply: I am informed by the University of Mauritius as follows – 

(i) all full-time and part-time BA programmes in Oriental languages are 

mounted by the Mahatma Gandhi Institute according to the rules and 

regulations of the University of Mauritius (UoM), which awards the 

degrees; 

(ii) the UoM does not have any in-house academic resources to teach 

oriental languages. These are taught by MGI or by part-timers 

recommended by MGI, and 

 (iii) MGI has the capacity to run BA courses in Telugu and Marathi, and is 

prepared to run these on a full time basis provided there is the required 

minimum number of eight to ten students. 

 

The hon. Member may, however, wish to note that the system is being 

reviewed to make use of existing resources for running courses in the two 

languages irrespective of the number of students. 

 

 

 
BAQUII UNIVERSITY, KARACHI, PAKISTAN – MEDICAL 

SCHOOL – SETTING UP IN MAURITIUS   (11/04/06) 

 

(No. B/199) Mr M. Dowarkasing (Third Member for Curepipe 

and Midlands) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources 

whether he will state if the Baquii University from Karachi, Pakistan has 

submitted an application to operate a medical school in Mauritius and, if so, 

will he state where matters stand. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, an original proposal for the setting up 

of a Medical University/Teaching Hospital in Mauritius was submitted to the 

then Ministry of Education and Scientific on behalf of the Baquii University 

Foundation of Pakistan in October 2004 by Sir Djamil Fareed in his capacity 

of Adviser to the then Minister of Health. 

 

The promoters themselves submitted a project proposal to the Board 

of Investment on 28 January 2005. Same was referred to the Ministry and 

the Tertiary Education Commission for views. 

 

Given that at that time, the Ministry of Education and Scientific 



Research was embarking on defining its criteria for the setting up of brand 

name institutions in Mauritius in the context of developing Mauritius into a 

Knowledge Hub and a Centre of Higher Learning, it could not make any 

recommendation on the proposal straight away. Its interlocutor and the 

Board of Investment were informed on various occasions of the difficulties 

in doing so in the absence of a clear-cut policy paper on the issue. 

 

The Knowledge Hub Report was released in June 2005 only a few 

days prior to the holding of the general election. 

 

In September 2005, the promoters from Baquii came to Mauritius and 

made a presentation of their project to a High-Powered Committee chaired 

by the Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Public Infrastructure, Land 

Transport and Shipping whereby I was also present. 

 

The promoters were subsequently requested by the Board of 

Investment to submit additional information and documentary evidence 

pertaining to their original submission. I am given to understand by the 

Board of Investment that these have not been received so far. Consequently, 

the project is kept in abeyance at their end. 

 

Mr A. Jugnauth: May I ask the Minister whether when Sir Djamil 

Fareed deposited the application to the BOI, he did it in his capacity as 

Adviser to the Minister of Health? 

 

Mr Gokhool: No, no. He was Adviser to the Minister of Health. 

 

Mr Varma: Could the hon. Minister kindly inform the House 

whether the Baquii University is the first and largest Medical University 

operating in the private sector in Pakistan? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I understand that this is a University operating in 

Pakistan. I cannot say whether it is the largest. 

 

 
SSR MEDICAL COLLEGE – COMPLAINTS   (18/04/06) 

 

(No. B/321) Mr S. Soodhun (Fifth Member for La Caverne and 

Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether he 

has received complaints from some students of the SSR Medical College in 

regard to practical anatomy sessions and the punishment method used by the 

lecturers thereat and, if so, will he state if any inquiry has been carried out 

and the outcome thereof. 



 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, my Ministry has not received any 

official complaint from students of the SSR Medical College regarding 

practical anatomy sessions and relevant punishment methods used by 

lecturers. 

 

Furthermore, the University of Mauritius to which the SSR Medical 

College is affiliated has informed my Ministry that it has also not registered 

any such complaint. However, after further investigations carried out by the 

University of Mauritius, my Ministry has been informed that an incident did 

occur recently whereby a lecturer of anatomy asked a whole class to kneel 

down following difficulties to maintain discipline in the class. 

 

According to the lecturer, this was resorted to as an exceptional 

measure after various unsuccessful attempts to calm a group of students who 

were not co-operating. 

 

I have requested the University of Mauritius to take appropriate action 

so that such practices are not resorted to. 

 

 

POLICE CONSTABLES – UNIVERSITY OF MAURITIUS - 

GRADUATION COURSES    (04/07/06) 

 

(No. B/878) Mr G. Gunness (Third Member for Montagne 

Blanche & GRSE) asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Defence & Home 

Affairs, Minister of Civil Service & Administrative Reforms and Minister of 

Rodrigues & Outer Islands whether, in regard to Police constables having 

followed graduation courses in Police studies at the University of Mauritius, 

he will state – 

 

(a) the number thereof, and 

(b) if any specific assignments have been entrusted to these officers. 

 

The Prime Minister: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I wish to inform the 

House that the BSc (Hons) degree in Police studies was launched in 

September 1999 by my first Government as part of an integral programme 

for the reform and training of the Police cadre. Even the former Prime 

Minister congratulated us for this initiative. 

 

I am informed by the Commissioner of Police that since September 

1999, 136 Police Officers from the rank of Police Constable to Assistant 

Superintendent of Police, have successfully followed the course of BSc 



(Hons) degree in Police studies. 

 

The course was designed to enable Police Officers to acquire 

professional knowledge and ability to develop, influence and drive 

organizational innovation and change in response to the needs of a modern, 

democratic, pluralistic and multi-ethnic society. 

 

However after 2000, following the completion of their graduation 

programme, many of these Police Officers, if not most, were assigned the 

same duties that they were performing before. 

 

Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the Police authorities are exploring new 

avenues for job enrichment and job specialisation for the officers who have 

successfully followed the course with a view to providing them with more 

meaningful and challenging assignments, opportunities for advancement as 

well as increased responsibilities. Attention will be focused in areas such as 

Disaster Management, Risk Management, Forensic Science and Anti- 

Terrorism. The advent of such a programme constitutes a landmark in the 

professional development of the Mauritius Police Force and the career 

development path of the officers. 

 

Mr Gunness: Sir, can I know from the hon. Prime Minister, out of 

the 136, how many were Constables and how many out of these officers 

have been promoted up to now? 

 

The Prime Minister: This is what I said. They did the degrees, but 

there was no change in their status. In fact, I told the Commissioner of 

Police that he should ensure that those who obtain degrees should get higher 

responsibilities, then the promotion that go with it. 

 

 

Mr Bérenger: Will the hon. Prime Minister say what explanations 

did the Commissioner of Police offer? 

 

The Prime Minister: None whatsoever. 

 

Mr Bundhoo: Sir, may I ask the hon. Prime Minister why was this 

specific course on Police studies chosen and whether we are contemplating 

or introducing a postgraduate degree course and undergraduate course? 

 

The Prime Minister: As I said the course was designed to allow 

Police officers to acquire more professional knowledge to be able to perform 

higher duties and to face the various difficulties in certain areas, 



 

Mr Lauthan: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the Ministry and the NGOs 

badly need data of scientific and research value. May I appeal to the Prime 

Minister to constitute a Unit so that data are collected scientifically for 

research purposes? These might be helpful to the various Ministries, 

Women’s Rights, for example, for children, the other Ministries and the 

NGOs as well. 

 

The Deputy Speaker: How does this relate to the question? 

 

Mr Lauthan: These people have been trained in terms …. 

 

The Deputy Speaker: I am just asking the question. 

 

Mr Lauthan: These Police Officers have followed courses at the 

University, but they could review the whole things, so that we can collect 

data of scientific and research value to be helpful to the Ministries and 

NGOs as well. 

 

The Prime Minister: To the reply to the former Prime Minister who 

has just asked me about the explanations given by the Commissioner of 

Police. Not everyone has not been given any different duties, but most have 

not. I should say that. I have said at the beginning that most of them have 

not been given any extra duty, a great majority of them, even more than 

most. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

From what I understand, the hon. Member is asking that some of the officers 

should be asked to collect data, but we want to confine them to higher 

visible duties. I can ask the Commissioner of Police to look into that. 

 

Mr Gunness: Can I know from the hon. Prime Minister whether 

actually Police constables are following the courses or whether it has 

stopped? If so, will he say whether applications will be called for such 

courses in the near future? 

 

The Prime Minister: There are strict criteria as to who can apply 

and the procedure is completely independent. So, if the candidates satisfy 

the criteria, they will be allowed. 

 

 
SSR MEDICAL COLLEGE BELLE RIVE – 



FOREIGN STUDENTS  (31/10/06) 

 

(No. B/1230) Mrs B. Juggoo (Third Member for Port Louis North 

and Montagne Longue) asked the Minister of Health and Quality of Life 

whether he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the Sir 

Seewoosagur Ramgoolam Medical College Belle Rive, information as to 

whether foreign students are not allowed to register directly in Mauritius for 

a seat at the college and, if so, the reasons thereof. 

 

The Minister of Education and Human Resources (Mr D. 

Gokhool): Mr Speaker Sir, with your permission, I will reply to this 

question. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker: Hon. Bhagwan, this is the last time that I am calling 

you to order. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, the information has been obtained 

from the SSR Medical College and the answer is as follows - 

(i) Foreign students are not allowed to register directly in 

Mauritius for a seat at the college but have to enroll 

through the following overseas recruitment 

offices/centres of the college – 

(a) New Delhi office (for Indian students) 

(b) Durban office (for African students) 

(c) Kuala Lumpur office (for South East Asian 

students), and 

(d) Dubai office (for students from United Arab 

Emirates and Gulf countries). 

(ii) The major reason for the college to have recourse to such 

practice is for administrative convenience as the results 

of qualifying examinations for the entry to the 

programme run by SSR Medical College are published 

at different times in different countries and it is therefore 

difficult to organise a common registration exercise. 

 

Furthermore, such an arrangement ensures that proper 

information and advice are provided to potential students 

in their home country. 

(iii) The SSR Medical College claims all fees in US dollars, 

irrespective of the nationality of the students, for the sake 

of uniformity, as is the practice. 



 

Mrs Juggoo: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. Minister if he 

could refer to clause 4B at page 7 of the Prospectus, where it is mentioned, I 

quote – 

“Indian students can obtain and submit the completed admission form 

at SSR Medical College, Mauritius, or Delhi office.” 

 

I’ll lay a copy on the Table of the National Assembly. Can the hon. Minister 

confirm this? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I’ll check this information. But, as I 

just stated this is the information which was provided to me. 

 

Mrs Juggoo: Mr Speaker, Sir, apart from the school fees that are 

being paid by the students in India specifically, can the hon. Minister 

confirm whether there are any other fees to be paid? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I think the question related to the registration, not 

specifically to the fees. If a substantive question is put, I’ll look into the 

whole fees structure which is claimed from students. 

 

YEAR 2007 

 
UNIVERSITY OF MAURITIUS – FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES (10/04/07) 

 

(No. B/113) Mr G. Gunness (Third Member for Montagne 

Blanche and GRSE) ask the Minister of Education and Human Resources 

whether he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the University of 

Mauritius, information as to whether it is currently facing financial 

difficulties and, if so, the remedial measures that will be taken. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker Sir, I am informed by the Tertiary 

Education Commission which has the statutory responsibility of allocating 

funds to tertiary educational institutions in the light of their annual and long 

term programmes as follows - 

 (a) The University of Mauritius, while reviewing its 2006/07 recurrent 

budget in February 2007 as part of its routine annual budgetary 

exercise, indicated that it had an anticipated deficit of Rs49.2 m, 

out of which Rs25.0 m was due to shortfall in revenue resulting 

from a lower student enrolment than projected. The projected 

number of students for Academic Year 2006/2007 was 8658 

whereas the actual intake was 7849 resulting in a shortfall of 809. 

(b) After several rounds of discussion between TEC and UoM, the 



deficit was brought down to Rs23.0 m,. which is being provided by 

TEC. The total amount of recurrent grant to the UoM to fund its 

recurrent budget for the year 2006/07 will therefore be Rs264.0 m 

against Rs241.0 m as originally provided. 

(c) The whole issue of anticipated deficit, resulting from the shortfall 

of the UoM recurrent budget, has now been resolved. 

(d) It is to be noted that the anticipated deficit was only a budget 

deficit. There is no cash flow problem, and the UoM does not 

have any liquidity problem to complete the financial year 2006/07 

(e) The UoM has been requested to diversify its funding sources and 

to manage its financial and human resources more efficiently and 

effectively. 

 

I wish to inform the House that my Ministry has approached the 

Ministry of Finance and Economic Development for an audit of the financial 

management of the UoM to be carried out by the Management Audit 

Bureau. 

 

Mr Gunness: Can I ask the hon. Minister how does he explain that 

lower intake at the University when we know the number of students who 

normally do not get seat? 

 

Mr Gokhool: The information I have been given is with respect to 

part-time courses where the demand was low and, therefore, the projected 

figures did not materialise and that resulted in a shortfall of the revenue of 

the University. 

 
UNIVERSITY OF MAURITIUS – FACULTY OF MEDICINE (24/04/07) 

 

(No. B/212) Dr. R. Hawoldar (Second Member for La Caverne 

and Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources 

whether he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the University of 

Mauritius, information as to whether there is a faculty of medicine thereat. 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker Sir, I am informed by the University of 

Mauritius as follows - 

(a) There is no Faculty of Medicine at the University of Mauritius 

(UoM). 

(b) However, there is under the Faculty of Science, a department 

of Health Sciences and a Department of Medicine under 

which the following programmes are offered – 

(i) Department of Health Sciences – 

• Diploma/BSc(Hons) Biomedical Sciences 

• BSc(Hons) Physiotherapy 



• Diploma/BSc(Hons) Occupational Therapy 

• Diploma in Sanitary Sciences 

(ii) Department of Medicine – 

• BSc (Hons) Medical Sciences 

 

Dr. Hawoldar: Mr Speaker, Sir, I thank the hon. Minister for his 

answer. Since we are talking of world-class education and world-class 

recognition of degrees and diplomas - the hon. Minister himself is an 

academic - can he explain to us whether it makes sense that when a 

University does not have a Faculty of Medicine how can it confer degrees in 

Medicine to the students who are studying at the SSR Medical College? 

 

Mr. Gokhool: It is true that the University does not have a Faculty of 

Medicine, but I think it is another question and I’ll answer to the question 

when replying to PQ No. B/214. 

 

SSR MEDICAL COLLEGE – BOARD OF TRUSTEES – 

COMPOSITION, MEETINGS, ETC. (24/04/07) 

 

(No. B/214) Dr. R. Hawoldar (Second Member for La Caverne 

and Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources 

whether he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the SSR Medical 

College, information as to – 

(a) the composition of the present Board of Trustees; 

(b) the number of times the Board has met to date, and 

(c) the date of its last meeting. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am informed that the SSR Medical 

College is affiliated to the UoM. 

 

As regards the question of quality raised by the hon. Member, if you 

would allow me, Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to state that it is true that the 

University of Mauritius does not have a Faculty of Medicine, but because 

the SSR Medical College is affiliated, there are mechanisms in place to 

ensure the quality of education and training. 

 

The first mechanism is that there is an international Advisory 

Committee of experts and this Advisory Committee is set up by the Senate 

of the University of Mauritius. It has got terms of reference which basically 

look at the issue of quality of education and training in the medical field. 

 

The Committee has met on three occasions recently. The first meeting was 

from 19 to 22 January 1998; the second meeting: 05 to 06 May 2000, and 



the third meeting on 30 June 2005. 

 

Apart from this international Advisory Committee, there is also a 

quality assurance framework of the TEC which is in force and this requires a 

panel to visit the institution concerned, at least, once each year to ensure that 

all the registration and accreditation criteria are adhered to. 

 

And thirdly, as I replied with regard to the courses which are run by 

the University of Mauritius, for the B.Sc. (Hons.) Medical Science which is 

a 3-year degree course, if the student obtains at least an upper second class 

honours upon completion of the degree programme, the graduate is eligible 

to admission to clinical medical studies of three years’ duration variable at 

any one of the following universities with which the UoM has established 

linkages – 

(i) Université Victor Segalen, Bordeaux II; 

(ii) University of Cape Town, South Africa; 

(iii) University of Pretoria, South Africa, and 

(iv) University of Leeds 

 

These are arrangements which are in place in the absence of a Faculty of 

Medicine. 

 

As regards part (a) with regard to the composition of the present 

Board of Trustees, the composition is as follows - 

1. Mr R. P. N. Singh, Chairman and Managing Trustee 

2. Mrs M. Singh 

3. Mr Harsh Vardhan Pratap Singh 

4. Mr Raj Vardhan Pratap Singh 

5. Mr T.V. Sujanandan 

6. Mrs T. Sujanandan 

7. Mr Harshad D. Gandhi 

8. Mr Bijaye Madhou, Director-General, MBC 

 

As regards part (b), this institution is run by a private Trust. It is not 

possible to look at the internal day-to-day management of the Trust, but 

from information available, the Trustees are physically based at various 

locations and, therefore, decisions of the Trust are taken by members 

through the circulation and adoption of written regulations. 

 

The last resolution has been signed and adopted by all members in 

February 2007. 

 

Dr. Hawoldar: Mr Speaker, Sir, I thank the hon. Minister for his 



answer. May I ask him whether he is aware that in 1997, there was the 

nomination of a chairman of the Indian Ocean Medical Institute Trust for 

life. That means that, as long as he is going to live, he is going to be the 

chairman of this institute. Is the Minister aware of this? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I cannot confirm, but I know there is 

a chairman and this is a private Trust that manages the SSR Medical 

College. 

 

Dr. Hawoldar: Mr Speaker, Sir, this is what actually is happening, 

we’ll come to the solution later on. In a resolution dated 19 May 2004, it is 

written that the college has received international applause and recognition 

by agencies like the WHO and the ECFMG of the USA. Is the Minister 

aware that actually this is far from being true and the SSR Medical College 

is not recognised because even if you go to India with the qualification from 

SSR Medical College, one has to sit for an examination first, conducted by 

the Indian Medical Council, to get recognition and the same thing applies 

when one goes to South Africa. Is the Minister aware of this? 

 

Mr Gokhool: As regards the first part of the question, I’ll have to 

check the information, Mr Speaker, Sir. With regard to the recognition, as I 

mentioned, the SSR Medical College is affiliated to the University of 

Mauritius. 

 

As far as recognition by other countries is concerned, this is a matter 

for the institution to sort out with the other countries and that’s why those 

who complete their studies at SSR Medical College have to sit for exams to 

have their qualifications recognised by the countries where they want to 

obtain the qualifications. 

 

Dr. Hawoldar: Mr Speaker, Sir, the Minister told us about 

committees and sub committees. I’ll lay the resolution on the Table of the 

Assembly. I’ll read from the resolution which comes from the Notary in 

Mauritius. It is written – 

 

“It is decided that all other Boards proposed in the Bye Laws of the 

IOMIT’s SSR Medical College and Trust Deed need not be invoked 

and constituted lest it shall create confusion in the proven smooth 

functioning of the IOMIT and its institutions.” 

 

This was written in year 2004 and I am going to lay it on the Table of the 

Assembly for the information of the Minister. Being given the situation is a 

bit confused, wouldn’t the Minister think it is reasonable if we ask the 



Tertiary Education Commission to set up a special committee to look into 

the technicalities involved with the SSR Medical College and after listening 

to the complaints of the students, the lecturers and all the stakeholders 

concerned, to see in what way they can revisit the rules and regulations and 

make sure that the standard of this college which is not only of a national 

interest, but of a regional interest, is not only maintained, but is improved for 

the betterment of all students who will attend this college in future. 

 

Mr Gokhool: In all fairness to the hon. Member, I must say that 

there have been representations from time to time from various quarters 

which have been addressed by the University, but I think the concern for 

quality is mutual. I think everybody is concerned about maintaining quality 

and I take good note of the suggestion made by the hon. Member and I will 

see to it that TEC carries out this exercise. 

 

UNIVERSITY STUDIES – AWARD OF SCHOLARSHIPS (08/05/07) 

 

(No. B/281) Mr L. Bundhoo (Second Member for Montagne 

Blanche and GRSE) asked the Minister of Education and Human 

Resources whether in regard to the award of scholarships for university 

studies, he will state if it is proposed to assess the applicants therefor strictly 

on the basis of their academic performance, as is the case for the State 

scholarships, and to do away with the practice of calling applicants for an 

interview. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, there are two categories of 

scholarships awarded to secondary school leavers, namely the State funded 

ones and those provided by friendly donor countries. 

The award of State funded scholarships to secondary school leavers is 

made on the basis of ranking as communicated by the University of 

Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate through Mauritius Examinations 

Syndicate and as such no interviews are held. 

 

As regards scholarships offered by donor/friendly countries, the High 

Powered Scholarships Committee (HPSC) chaired by the Chief Technical 

Officer of my Ministry currently carries out the selection of candidates 

according to new criteria as agreed by Government on 30 September 2005 

based on academic qualifications only with no interviews being held except 

for countries which have not agreed to that decision. A marking system to 

gauge the academic qualifications of the candidates has been devised taking 

into consideration the SC and HSC qualifications for undergraduate and SC, 

HSC and 1st degree and additional degree and research papers for 

postgraduate scholarships. 



 

I wish to inform the House that following the above Government 

decision, consultations were held with representatives of the various 

Embassies represented locally. The High Commission of India and French 

Embassy have maintained that interviews be carried out. As regards the 

latter, this would be in respect of undergraduate studies only. The hon. 

Member may wish to note that for postgraduate scholarships awarded by 

France, selection is carried out based on academic qualifications and a 

‘dossier de candidature’ which the candidate has to submit. 

 

Mr Bundhoo: Mr Speaker, Sir, is the hon. Minister aware of the 

weightage given to interviews which are being carried out for those 

countries who have preferred, among other criteria, that pre-interviews be 

considered? What is the weightage given to interviews, for example, for 

Government of India and for the Government of France? 

 

Mr Gokhool: The weightage is 60% for academic qualifications and 

40% for the interviews. 

 

Mr Bundhoo: Can I ask the hon. Minister whether it is the same for 

the Government of India and the Government of France? 

 

Mr Gokhool: This is the weightage used by those countries. 

 

Mr Mohamed: May I ask the hon. Minister who are those people 

who carry out the interview? 

 

Mr Gokhool: There is a High-Powered Scholarships Committee 

chaired by my Ministry and there are representatives, if I remember well, 

from the Prime Minister’s Office and other Ministries, who carry out the 

whole exercise. 

 

Mr Mohamed: I have a supplementary question to this one. Do we 

get into situation where finally you have got people carrying out the 

interview for a field of study of which they themselves have no notion of? 

 

Mr Gokhool: In such cases, they can get help from people who are 

co-opted in the committee. I mean whenever the need arises, they have to 

co-opt people. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, regarding State Scholarships, may I 

ask the hon. Minister whether there is no need to consider combining the list 

of boys and girls? They are taking the same exams and they will be pursuing 



the same studies. May I ask the hon. Minister what is the rationale behind 

keeping separate list? 

 

Mr Gokhool: This a valid suggestion. I am taking note and we will 

take care of this. 

 

Mr Bundhoo: Can I ask the hon. Minister what can he do in order to 

make sure there is uniformity in the allocation of scholarships by donor 

countries and the State of Mauritius? 

 

Mr Gokhool: This is not within my control, Mr Speaker, Sir. 

 

Dr. Mungur: Can I ask the hon. Minister how this 40% weightage is 

distributed? 

 

Mr Gokhool: 40% is for interview, there must be a set of criteria 

which panellists use to allocate marks. 

 

 

UNIVERSITY OF MAURITIUS – ACADEMIC STAFF (08/05/07) 

 

(No. B/325) Mrs L. D. Dookun-Luchoomun (Third Member for 

La Caverne and Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education and Human 

Resources whether, in regard to the University of Mauritius, he will, for the 

benefit of the House, obtain therefrom, information as to – 

(a) the number of academic staff employed thereat; 

(b) the actual expenditure for their salaries; 

(c) the annual expenditure for allowances for lectures delivered 

outside normal working hours. 

 

(Withdrawn) 

 

 







UNIVERSITY OF MAURITIUS –ACADEMIC STAFF (22/05/07) 

 

(No. B/459) Mrs L. D. Dookun-Luchoomun (Third Member for 

La Caverne and Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education and Human 

Resources whether, in regard to the University of Mauritius, he will, for the 

benefit of the House, obtain therefrom, information as to – 

(a) the number of academic staff employed thereat; 

(b) the actual expenditure for their salaries; 

(c) the annual expenditure for allowances for lectures 

delivered outside normal working hours. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker Sir, I am informed by the University of 

Mauritius as follows - 

(a) currently, a total of 239 academic staff are employed at UoM, 

including 18 academics who are on leave without pay. 

(b) the total actual expenditure for salaries of academic staff during 

the present financial year up to 30 April 2007 stood at 

Rs66,191,365, and 

(c) for the last two financial years, that is 2004/2005 and 

2005/2006, a total of Rs9,319,250 and Rs11,119,950 

respectively was paid by UoM to academic staff for 

allowances for lectures delivered outside normal working 

hours i.e. as extra teaching hours. The bulk of the extra 

teaching hours is only computed and paid at the end of the 

financial year. Therefore, at this stage, the required 

information is not available for 2006/2007. 

 



Allowances paid to part time lecturers for the financial years 

2004/2005 and 2005/2006 amounted to Rs12,094,317 and Rs19,366,403 

respectively. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to know 

from the hon. Minister whether he does not consider it proper to have new 

lecturers appointed by the University rather than paying extra allowances to 

lecturers already on the establishment. 

 

Mr Gokhool: The University is, for many years now, going through a 

situation where there is a scarcity of experienced lecturers. This policy has 

been adopted to palliate the situation. 

 

Mr Speaker: Time is over! 

 

May I inform the House that the Table has been informed that 

Parliamentary Question Nos. B/472 and B/473 have been withdrawn. 

 

UNIVERSITY OF MAURITIUS – UNDERGRADUATE COURSES – IT 

PROFICIENCY CERTIFICATE (29/05/07) 

 

(No. B/551) Mrs L. D. Dookun-Luchoomun (Third Member for La 

Caverne and Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education and Human 

Resources whether, in regard to admission to the undergraduate courses at the 

University of Mauritius, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the 

University of Mauritius, information as to the criteria laid down regarding 

proficiency in Information Technology for the selection of students. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, the advertisement by the University of 

Mauritius (UoM) for the enrolment of students on undergraduate programmes 

for academic year 2007/2008 requires that all applicants should be holders of an 

IT Proficiency Certificate or an alternative equivalent acceptable to the UoM. A 

communiqué was issued on this matter by UoM. 

Some students who have applied for a seat may not be holders of the 

certificate and they will not be penalised. 

 

The UoM will be selecting/admitting students solely on the basis of their 

academic qualifications, that is, SC, HSC or equivalent only. 

In case there are students qualifying under these criteria, but without an 

IC3 or equivalent qualifications at the time of selection, they will be admitted to 

the University with a proviso that they should complete their IT proficiency by 

the end of their first academic year, namely by July 2008. 

 



Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. Minister 

whether he is aware that students having an ‘O’ Level Certificate in IT and 

those having Advanced Level IT have applied at the University of Mauritius 

and were not given admission? In fact, they were asked to go and sit for the IC3 

qualification. 

 

Mr Speaker, Sir, when you go for the course in IC3, you just get an 

attendance certificate. My question is: why is it that students are being 

required to get this IC3 certificate when they already have an ‘A’ Level in 

Information Technology? 

 

Mr Gokhool: When the IC3 programme was launched, Mr Speaker, Sir, 

it was understood that the university will admit students who have the IC3 and 

that is why the communiqué was issued way back in December. But, 

subsequently, the matter was raised because some students did not have it at the 

time of application. The university has taken the view that the students will not 

be penalized, but they will have to complete it by 2008. No student will be 

penalized for not having the IC3. It is a requirement and this will be fulfilled by 

July 2008? 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: May I ask the hon. Minister what is the 

rationale behind it, since the ‘A’ Level IT is of a higher standard than IC3 and 

that the course itself costs around Rs750? Why are we forcing students to go 

and look for a qualification that is lower than what they already have? 

 

Mr Gokhool: As I said, it is IC3 or equivalent and if the student can 

make a case that he has already followed an IT programme in ‘O’ Level or HSC 

level, this will be considered by the University Authorities. In any case, even if 

the student does not have the IC3, the student will not be penalized. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Speaker, Sir, the students will be 

required to go and sit for that course again and pay Rs750 for a course which 

will only provide them with an attendance certificate. I think this is a form of 

penalising students. 

 

Mr Gokhool: This will not be the case, Mr Speaker, Sir, because I said 

IC3 or equivalent and if it is considered as an equivalence to IC3, the University 

will exempt the student. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Speaker, Sir, the Minister has just 

mentioned that students will not be penalised, they will be admitted, but they 

will be given until 2008 to acquire the IC3 certificate. That is what I gathered 

from the answer of the hon. Minister. 



 

Mr Gokhool: I think the hon. lady should understand. What I am saying 

is that if students can show that they have IT qualification which is equivalent to 

IC3, they will be exempted. I mean, this is the procedure at the university. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Speaker, Sir, ‘A’ level is higher than IC3 

qualification. 

 

Mr Gokhool: What I am telling the hon. lady is that all students may not 

have ‘O’ level or ‘A’ level IT and for those students they will have to go for the 

IC3. 

 

Mr Speaker: This is the problem. The question is: those who have got 

the ‘O’ level or the ‘A’ level, will they still have to go for that course? That is 

the question. 

 

Mr Gokhool: As I said, Mr Speaker, Sir, there is the possibility of 

exemption. It is either IC3 or equivalent. If the student has got IT ‘O’ level or 

‘A’ level, it is much higher. It can be considered for exemption. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Speaker, Sir, I think we need a clarification from the 

hon. Minister. The question is: whether students having an ‘O’ level or ‘A’ level 

in IT will be required to go for this particular course. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Again, Mr Speaker, Sir, when a student applies to the 

university… 

 

Mr Speaker: The question is so simple. If a student or an applicant has 

got an ‘O’ level or an ‘A’ level, will he still have to go for that examination? 

 

Mr Gokhool: But the communiqué is very clear, Mr Speaker, Sir: IC3 or 

equivalent. An ‘O’ level or an ‘A’ level is much higher. So, it is logical that 

the university will not require IC3 certificate. 

 

Mr Speaker: Alright! Next question! 

 

COUNCIL OF LEGAL EDUCATION – COURSES (19/06/07) 

 

(No. B/665) Mr Y. Varma (First Member for Mahebourg and 

Plaine Magnien) asked the Attorney-General, Minister of Justice & Human 

Rights whether, in regard to the courses being offered by the Council of 

Legal Education, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the 

Council, information as to whether the courses will be reviewed. 



 

Mr Valayden: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am informed that, since its 

inception in 1985, the Council of Legal Education has limited itself to the 

conduct of vocational and training courses for prospective barristers, 

attorneys and notaries only. These courses cover the substantive, adjectival 

and procedural aspects of the law applicable to Mauritius, and the contents 

of these courses are regularly reviewed every year in the light of 

amendments to the law and of recent case law. The current course contents 

or syllabus are meant to remedy the major shortcomings which the Council 

considers may be experienced by an aspiring barrister, attorney or notary 

due to his not having studied, at his law degree level, any subject that is 

considered essential for actual practice as a lawyer. 

 

Mr Varma: Mr Speaker, Sir, is the hon. Attorney-General aware that 

there have been representations made to the effect that proper amenities are 

not available for the students studying for the Bar examination or for the 

course leading to qualify as an attorney or a notary? 

 

Mr Valayden: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am aware of same. We have set up 

a committee to look into the different aspects that concern the Council of 

Legal Education and we’ll have to liaise with the new Chief Justice in order 

to find a solution. I must inform the House that this morning itself, I had a 

meeting with the Chief Justice and one of the items on the agenda was the 

Council of Legal Education. I believe that by September we’ll have some 

changes in the same light of what the hon. Member has raised. 

 

Mr Varma: Mr Speaker, Sir, the hon. Attorney-General has stated 

that there is a committee. Could he inform the House when the Committee 

was set up and its composition? 

 

Mr Valayden: Mr Speaker, Sir, the Committee was set up last year 

and it comprises myself as Chairperson, the second member is hon. Dr. 

David and the third one is the Minister of Information Technology and 

Telecommunications, my good friend, hon. Sinatambou. We have been 

sitting and we have also set up a secretariat. There has also been an 

advertisement in the newspapers. We have received only two written 

representations from members of the public and we are considering different 

aspects. We are soon coming with amendments to Law Practitioner’s Act. 

 

Mr Varma: Mr Speaker, Sir, will the hon. Attorney-General kindly 

inform the House whether there is any intention of the Government to 

request the University of Mauritius to conduct these professional courses? 

 



Mr Valayden: Mr Speaker, Sir, we will consider all options and then 

we’ll come in due time with the propositions and I hope Members here will 

take part in the debates. 

 

Mr Dowarkasing: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. Attorney- 

General whether he finds it proper that practicing barristers dispense courses 

at the Council of Legal Education? 

 

Mr Valayden: I myself believe that it is proper. The very simple 

reason is that it is a vocational course. Therefore, to understand what is the 

vocational practice in reality, you must have people who are practising, you 

can’t have academics coming and teaching you and they don’t have any 

command of different practices. 

 

Mr Dowarkasing: Mr Speaker, Sir, can I ask the hon. Attorney- 

General whether there is a sort of rotation for those practising barristers or 

are there fixed persons dispensing the courses? 

 

Mr Valayden: Mr Speaker, Sir, this is a completely different matter. 

We will look into it. 

 

Mr Varma: Mr Speaker, Sir, is the hon. Attorney-General aware that 

there are no manuals available for the students following the professional 

course? 

 

Mr Valayden: Mr Speaker, Sir, this will be one of the areas of 

reform. There is no exact syllabus, no manuals, no exact dates for 

examinations and proclamation of results. We will look into all these issues. 

 

Mr Lauthan: Mr Speaker, Sir, can the hon. Attorney-General say 

how many times the Ministerial Committee has sat? 

Mr Valayden: Mr Speaker, Sir, they have sat, at least, four times. 

But, in the meantime, we have asked one person from my office to look into 

the different representations - we have received two written representations - 

and also to consult those who have sat for these types of exams at university 

level as well as other institutions around the world, in order to come with 

proposals. Then, we will have to liaise with the Chief Justice and the 

Council of Legal Education. In order to make reforms, we will have to bring 

amendments to the Law Practitioners Act and the clause covering the 

Council of Legal Education. 

 

OPEN AND DISTANCE LEARNING (10/07/07) 

 



(No. B/736) Mr A. Ganoo (First Member for Savanne and Black 

River) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether, in 

regard to tertiary education, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from 

the Tertiary Education Commission, information as to – 

(a) the measures that will be - 

(i) implemented in the future; 

(ii) taken to align local distance education initiatives with 

international developments, and 

(b) if it has commissioned any study with a view to revisiting the 

Commission’s organizational chart and, if so, if a report has been 

submitted, indicating its main recommendations. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am informed by the Tertiary 

Education Commission that the measures that will be implemented in the 

future are laid down in the Strategic Plan of the TEC for years 2007-2011 

which is available on the website of TEC. I am assuming that the question 

asked by the hon. Member relates to distance education. Insofar as distance 

education is concerned, it is proposed to develop Open and Distance 

Learning (ODL) as a means to increase access to post secondary education 

and lifelong learning locally and regionally by – 

(i) planning for the strengthening of open and distance learning; 

(ii) concretising strategic alliances to provide relevant and quality 

Open and Distance Learning (ODL) programmes locally and 

regionally, and 

(iii) activating appropriate integration of information and 

communication technology through e-learning and open 

educational resources initiatives in the tertiary educational 

institutions. 

 

Furthermore, the White Paper on Tertiary Education will also address 

the issue of Distance Education and Open Learning. It has to be emphasised 

that Distance Education and Open Learning will remain an important mode 

for broadening access to higher education and for lifelong learning. 

 

As regards part (ii) of the question, may I inform the House that my 

Ministry is already taking the lead with regards to the setting up of an Open 

University in Mauritius. Such Open Universities are now common places in 

the international arena as a key strategy to expand access to higher 

education. In this respect, the Commonwealth of Learning is fielding in 

September 2007 the mission of an expert to assist my Ministry in the setting 

up of an Open University. My Ministry is currently examining the 

legislation regarding the setting up of an Open University. 

 



Mr Speaker Sir, our assets in distance education already exist and 

simply need to be rationalised. Most of the tertiary educational institutions 

have already a division of distance education, for example, at the University 

of Mauritius, we have the Virtual Centre for Innovative Learning 

Technologies (VCILT) and also the Centre for Professional Development 

and Lifelong Learning (CPDLL). 

 

Mauritius is the Lead Agency for the Association for the Development 

of Education in Africa (ADEA) Working Group on Distance Education and 

as such is in constant touch with latest developments in the field of distance 

education and open learning. The Director of the Consultancy and Contract 

Research Centre (CCRC) of University of Mauritius is the Coordinator of 

the ADEA Working Group on Distance Education; he is assisted by a small 

Committee set up locally comprising officers of my Ministry and the 

Tertiary Education Commission. Most of the private providers in Mauritius 

offer distance education. Enrolment by this category of providers (which are 

40 in total) is about 6,500, that is, about 20% of the total enrolment. The 

Quality Assurance and Accreditation Division of TEC ensures the quality of 

programmes offered through the distance education mode by private 

providers. 

 

In view of these developments, the TEC’s Organisational Chart needs 

to be reviewed. The House may wish to note that the existing Organisation 

Chart dates back to the setting up of TEC in 1990. 

 

In view of the expanded statutory responsibilities devolving on the 

Commission, the following amendments brought to the TEC Act in 2005 

with regard to the setting up of private post secondary educational 

institutions and in line with the strategy of developing Mauritius into a 

Knowledge Hub and a Centre of Higher Learning, the Tertiary Education 

Commission Board decided in August 2006 to revisit the organisational 

structure of the Commission. 

 

In that respect, the exercise was entrusted to the management with the 

advisory assistance of a Board member experienced in organisational 

structures. The study has been completed and the ensuing restructuring 

proposals are currently being considered by the TEC Board. It is premature 

to go into the main recommendations as the document produced so far is 

only a working document and the Board has not yet deliberated. 

 

Mr Ganoo: I’ll come to the last part of the question, Mr Speaker, Sir. 

Although I have listened very carefully to the Minister saying that the report 

and proposals are still being considered, can I ask him whether he is aware 



that the main recommendation of the report recommended the doing away of 

the Distance Education and Learning Division? If that is so, is it not 

surprising that this report recommended unambiguously the doing away of 

distance education? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I think the first part of the answer clearly spells out that 

this is not the case, Mr Speaker, Sir. 

 

Mr Ganoo: I agree, but I have listened carefully to the first part of the 

answer of the hon. Minister, and my question is: isn’t that surprising that 

such a report could come and propose the doing away of distance education 

when the avowed mission of the TEC is different? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I don’t think this would be correct. I have not taken 

cognizance of the recommendation. In any case, if this is the 

recommendation, it does not go in line with the policy as spelt out in the first 

part of the answer. 

 

Mr Ganoo: Mr Speaker, Sir, when we talk of distance education and 

open learning, its main strategy should be how to optimise its outreaching 

capacity, how to mainstream education facilities for previously marginalised 

target groups like women, housewives, the physically handicapped, people 

with physical illness, people who are at home and so on. This should be the 

strategy of distant learning. Can the hon. Minister explain how this will be 

done? How does the hon. Minister hope that this will be done in the near 

future? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I think this is an important issue, that is, of broadening 

access to the public at large and not only to people going to universities or 

institutions of higher learning. But this technology has to be developed and it 

is being developed slowly. In fact, the VCILT is already catering for 

members of the public. 

 

Mr Ganoo: Can the hon. Minister give us the details of the 

organisational chart contained in the new report and who was the author of 

this report? 

 

Mr Gokhool: It was the management of TEC with the support of a 

member of the Board. 

 

Mr Ganoo: Was there any consultant enlisted for that purpose? Did 

TEC have recourse to any consultant of international repute to do such a 

job? 



 

Mr Gokhool: I have enquired, it was not at this stage. 

 

POLICE OFFICERS – BSc DEGREE – SCHEME (24/07/07) 

 

(No. B/ 819) Mr J. R Spéville (Second Member for Rodrigues) 

asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Defence & Home Affairs, Minister of 

Civil Service & Administrative Reforms and Minister of Rodrigues & Outer 

Islands whether, in regard to the implementation of the proposed scheme for 

Police officers having completed a BSc degree in Police studies, he will, for 

the benefit of the House, obtain from the Commissioner of Police, 

information as to – 

(a) if the appropriate clearances from the relevant authorities have 

been obtained, and 

(b) the number of Police officers, rank-wise, who are concerned with 

the scheme. 

 

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, I wish to refer the hon. 

Member to the reply I made to PQ No. B/350 on 15 May last. I had 

indicated then that the Commissioner of Police has proposed a scheme for 

Police Officers who have successfully completed a BSc degree course in 

Police Studies. 

 

In brief, the proposed scheme provides for - 

(a) Police Constables and Police Sergeants with more than ten 

years of service to be promoted to the rank of Inspector of 

Police; 

(b) Inspectors of Police with more than four years of service in the 

rank to be promoted to the rank of Chief Inspector of Police; 

(c) Chief Inspectors of Police with more than four years of service 

in the rank to be promoted to the rank of Assistant 

Superintendent of Police; 

(d) Assistant Superintendents of Police with more than three years 

of service in the rank to be promoted to the rank of 

Superintendent of Police, and 

(e) Superintendents of Police and above will continue to be 

promoted on the basis of merit and seniority in accordance with 

the established practice. 

 

I am now informed by the Commissioner of Police that the draft new 

proposed schemes of service for the grades of Inspector of Police, Chief 

Inspector of Police, Assistant Superintendent of Police and Superintendent 

of Police are being worked out and will thereafter be referred to the Ministry 



of Civil Service and Administrative Reforms and the Disciplined Forces 

Service Commission for approval. Once the schemes of service of the 

relevant posts are prescribed, action will be initiated by the Commissioner of 

Police for filling of the posts. 

 

As regards part (b) of the question, I am informed by the 

Commissioner of Police that 191 Police Officers who have successfully 

completed their BSc degree in Police Studies are concerned with the 

proposed scheme. These include officers from different ranks, I do not 

know whether the hon. Member wants me to list the ranks, but I can do so if 

he wants. 

 

Mr Spéville: I thank the hon. Prime Minister. Concerning the scheme 

which was launched in 1999 – I think last year or this year, the first batch 

has been completed – can I ask the hon. Prime Minister whether 

Government intends to revamp the scheme so that the new comers can join 

the scheme of BSc in Police studies? 

 

The Prime Minister: I thank the hon. Member for reminding us that 

the scheme was launched by my previous Government in 1999 and I will 

assure him …. 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker: The Table has been advised that PQ No. B/826 

addressed to the hon. Prime Minister will be replied by the hon. Minister of 

Social Security, time permitting. I am also advised that PQ Nos. B/846. 

B/847, B/866, B/869, B/871, B/874 and B/881 have been withdrawn. 

Questions addressed to hon. Ministers! 

 

PQ Nos. B/820 – B/823 – See Written Answers to Questions 
 

































SHRI 

RAMACHANDRA MEDICAL COLLEGE (20/11/07) 

 

(No. B/1167) Mrs L. D. Dookun-Luchoomun (Third Member for La 

Caverne and Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources 

whether he will for the benefit of the House, obtain from the Tertiary Education 

Commission, information as to whether the Shri Ramachandra Medical College 

has been given approval to operate in Mauritius and, if so, since when and, if not, 

why not. 

 

Reply: I am informed by the Tertiary Education Commission (TEC) which 

is responsible for the registration and accreditation of post secondary educational 

institutions and their programmes respectively that the Shri Ramachandra Medical 

College and Research Institute (now Shri Ramachandra University) has at to date 

not been given approval to operate in Mauritius. 

 

I am further informed that TEC has so far not been able to finalise the 

registration of the institution and the accreditation of the MBBS programme it 

proposes to run in view of the application being short of the full set of documents 

requested for. 

 

Reminders were sent to the promoters on 09 October 2007 and 07 November 

2007 and a reply is still awaited. 



 

 



SHRI RAMACHANDRA MEDICAL COLLEGE (04/12/07) 

 

(No. B/1272) Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun (Third Member for La 

Caverne and Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education & Human 

Resources whether he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the 

Tertiary Education Commission, information as to whether the Shri 

Ramachandra Medical College has been given approval to operate in 

Mauritius and, if so, since when and, if not, why not. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker Sir, I am informed by the 

Tertiary Education Commission (TEC) which is responsible for the 

registration and accreditation of post secondary educational institutions and 

their programmes respectively that the Shri Ramachandra Medical College 

and Research Institute (now Shri Ramachandra University) has at to date not 

been given approval to operate in Mauritius. 

 

I am further informed that TEC has not registered the institution and 

accredited the MBBS programme it proposes to run in view of the 

application being short of the full set of documents requested for. 

 

At the time of application, applicants are informed of all procedures 

and modalities as well as the information/documents required for registration 

and accreditation of programmes. I take this opportunity to inform the 

House that some applicants invariably take undue time to submit the missing 

information/documents. This causes delay in the processing of the 

applications. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, can I ask the 

hon. Minister which document, in particular, was missing from the set of 

documents? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I have copies of the correspondence of TEC addressed 

to the Institution and there is a list of documents which they require to 

submit. I cannot say which particular document, but there is a list of 

documents which they would have to submit. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Will the hon. Minister lay on the Table 

of the National Assembly this list of documents which was missing from the 

application of the Ramachandra Institute? 

 

Mr Gokhool: There is no problem, I can submit the list. 

 















 



SSR MEDICAL INSTITUTE – MBBS COURSE 2008 – ENROLMENT (25/03/08) 

 

(No. B/62) Mrs S. Grenade (Second Member for Grand River North West & 

Port Louis West) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources whether, in 

regard to the students enrolled with the Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam Medical Institute 

for the first year of the MBBS course 2008, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain 

from the Institute, information as to the number thereof. 

 

Reply: The answer is as follows – 

(i) Provisions which govern the recruitment of students at the SSRMC are 

laid down in the Public Information Notice to the general public and the 

Memorandum of Affiliation signed by the UoM and the Medical College. 

 

The Public Information Notice does mention that enrolment of Mauritian 

Students should be, at least, at the level of 20% of a given cohort. 

(ii) As regards the number of students enrolled on the first year of the MBBS 

Programme for Academic Year 2008 which started on 03 March 2008, the 

situation is as follows - a total of 106 students comprising 67 Mauritians 

and 39 foreigners. 

 

SSR MEDICAL COLLEGE – MAURITIAN STUDENTS – INTAKE (08/04/08) 

 

(No. B/194) Mrs L. D. Dookun-Luchoomun (Third Member for La Caverne 

& Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education & Human Resources whether, in regard to 

the Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam Medical College, he will, for the benefit of the House, 

obtain from the University of Mauritius, information as to if the College has been 

informed that henceforth, the number of Mauritian students admitted to the first year of 

the MBBS course should not exceed 20% of its annual intake and, if so, the reasons 

therefor. 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker Sir, as I informed the House in my reply to PQ B/62 on 

25 March 2008, the provisions governing the recruitment of students at SSR Medical 

College (SSRMC) are laid down in the Public Information Notice to the general public of 

1999 advertised by the SSRMC, whereby enrolment of Mauritian students should be, at 

least, at the level of 20% of a given cohort, and the Memorandum of Affiliation (MoA) 

signed by the UoM and the SSRMC in 2005, whereby the number of Mauritian students 

admitted on the programme shall not exceed the limits prescribed by the University from 

time to time, in consultation with the Medical College. 

 

My Ministry is aware that a letter was issued by the vice-Chancellor to the 

SSRMC in February this year, communicating that the yearly intake at the SSRMC for 

Mauritian students should be at the level of 20%. 

 



The Memorandum of Understanding stipulates that the number of Mauritian 

students should be admitted on the basis of consultations. However, as no consultations 

have been held so far, my Ministry has requested the vice-Chancellor on 25 March 2008 

to abide by the relevant provision of the Memorandum of Understanding regarding 

consultations to be made with the SSRMC for intake of Mauritian students, until and 

unless same is changed. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. Minister 

the reasons for this change in procedure? Because as he has mentioned earlier, it was, at 

least, 20%. So, why was the institute requested by the University of Mauritius to restrict 

this year’s intake to 20%? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, as I said, the vice-Chancellor wrote to the 

SSRMC, but it was not on the basis of consultation. That’s why the attention of the vice- 

Chancellor has been drawn to it. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Sir, may I know from the Minister what was the 

rationale behind it? Did the vice-Chancellor mention why this request was made to the 

SSR Medical College? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the vice-Chancellor runs the University of 

Mauritius. I just have to see that all provisions of the law are being observed by the 

University. This is what I am doing precisely. Consultations have to be held before any 

limit is set. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I take it from the hon. 

Minister that the vice-Chancellor did not give any reason why he had taken this step 

earlier? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I did not ask the vice-Chancellor. I just 

asked him to go by the provisions of the agreements which exist between the University 

of Mauritius and SSRMC. 

 

Mr Jugnauth: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, if the quota has been fixed to 20%, what 

are they going to do with the surplus of students who would have liked to join the 

Medical College? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I gave the answer that the limit set is, at 

least, 20%. They can go beyond 20% in terms of admission of Mauritian students. In fact, 

for the year 2008 intake, they had a total of 106 students, comprising 67 Mauritians, 

which is far beyond 20%, and 39 foreigners. 

 



Mr Jugnauth: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the problem is that here we are being told 

that it is going to be fixed at 20%. Out of the total intake, if they are going to take 100 

students, only 20 Mauritian students would be entitled to join the Medical College. What 

will happen if more than 20 students wish to join the Medical College? 

 

Mr Gokhool: As at now, this is not the case. That’s why the vice-Chancellor has 

been requested to consult before coming to any limit. But, this is not the case. This is a 

hypothetical case. 

 

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member wants the hon. Minister to practice 

divination, which is not something that he can do actually! 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, my question reads: ‘(…)the 

reasons therefor?’ So, I expected the hon. Minister to give me the reasons today. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I have already answered the question. 

 

The vice-Chancellor has written a letter without consultation. I said: ‘go and 

consult!’ 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. Minister 

why he didn’t find it proper to ask the vice-Chancellor why the SSR Medical College is 

now required to admit only 20%? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, in view of the fact that there is no decision 

which has been taken with regard to the issue raised by the hon. Member, I don’t see the 

reason why I should go and inquire from the vice-Chancellor. If a decision had been 

taken and if I were to ask him as to the reason, then the he would have told me about it. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. Minister 

whether this decision was taken because the University of Mauritius is planning to have 

another MoU signed with some other institution? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I don’t know whether the hon. lady has 

prepared the question in advance. I am saying that no decision has been taken! She is 

asking the question on the basis that a decision has been taken. No decision has been 

taken! This is what I am trying to tell her. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I am afraid my question is 

not on whether a decision was taken. My question was on the reasons for such a decision 

to be taken. 

 



The Deputy Speaker: Hon. Member, according to the Minister, no decision has 

been taken. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: For such a proposition to be made then? 

 

The Deputy Speaker: No decision has been taken. 

 

Mr Jugnauth: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, can the hon. Minister tell us then that – he 

is categorical about it – the SSR Medical College can take more than 20% in the coming 

academic year? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, as at now, in 2008, this is the case.  

 

If the consultations take place, as I have requested, then the situation might evolve. 

I can report to the House if there is a question on that. 

 

Dr. Mungur: Can I ask the hon. Minister whether, at this point in time, any 

human resource needs study has been done concerning the doctor/patient ratio? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I won’t be able to give a very precise answer. There is need for 

doctors. 

 

The Deputy Speaker: This has nothing to do with the question. 

 

Mr Bérenger: Gouverner c’est prévoir! Consultation in law means consultation. 

I think the Government as a whole should prévoir, should be preventive about it. So, we 

wait for consultation to take place and if the University goes ahead – because 

consultations are only consultations - then trouble arises, then Government starts looking 

into the issue. How can we work like that? 

 

Mr Gokhool: The way the University works, it does do its own projections about 

students intake, programmes to be offered and so on. Before taking any other decision, 

the University is bound to consult the SSRMC and clear the matter.  

 

If the matter rests with 20%, then the University will have to see what to do in the 

light of that decision, but it’s not like if the University is operating in a void without any 

projections. I can’t accept that. 

 

Mr Rucktooa: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I hope the hon. Minister is aware that 

there are many countries in this world where foreign students’ admission for medical 

school is around 3%, that is, they are protecting their people. In Mauritius this 20% 

should be increased so that they can give a chance to our students. 

 



The Deputy Speaker: This is a suggestion. The hon. Member should put his  

question. 

 

Mr Rucktooa: Can I ask the hon. Member whether he is going to take into 

consideration this suggestion and then try to change it as far as Memorandum of 

Understanding, the University of Mauritius and the Medical School of SSR are 

concerned? 

 

Mr Gokhool: There are two scenarios. If the consultations are held and the limits 

are raised or modified, then the University or any other interested party may see whether 

they want to set up medical colleges. Secondly, if the need arises for more doctors to be 

trained, this will also be taken into account. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Deputy Speaker, may I ask the hon. Minister 

when was the memorandum of affiliation signed between the University of Mauritius and 

the medical college? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I think perhaps the hon. Member should read the answers which 

have been given in PQ No. B/62, but I will inform the hon. lady that this was signed in 

2005. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I have got the answer with 

me. No date was given, yet the hon. Minister has just mentioned that following this in 

2005 a new clause was added to this Memorandum of Understanding, can the hon. 

Minister confirm this? 

Mr Gokhool: I can’t follow the hon. lady, because there is a Memorandum of 

Understanding, out of which, I quoted the relevant extract with regard to the need for 

consultation. As she is referring to an amendment, I am not aware of that. The 

Memorandum of Understanding was in 2005 and the public information notice dates to 

1999. These are the two agreements. 

 











UNIVERSITY OF MAURITIUS TRUST – PRIVATE SECTOR - 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (13/05/08) 

 

(No. B/461) Mrs L. D. Dookun-Luchoomun (Third Member for La Caverne 

and Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether, in regard 

to the running of courses by the University of Mauritius Trust he will, for the benefit of 

the House, obtain from the Trust, information as to if any Memorandum of 

Understanding has been signed between the Trust and the private sector. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker Sir, I am informed by the University of Mauritius that 

there are three Memoranda of Understanding that have been signed between the 

University of Mauritius Trust and the following institutions - 

(i) MCX Centre of Academia, Mumbai, India in August 2007; 

(ii) Mauritius Employers’ Federation (MEF) in September 2007, and 

(ii) Accenture (Mauritius) Ltd in March 2008. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, may I know from the hon.  

Minister what are the major features of the arrangements made between the two parties? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the signature of these Memoranda of 

Understanding relate to the areas in which these organisations are operating and in view 

of promoting partnership for teaching and learning and research. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. Minister 

what is the spirit behind the implementation of the Trust? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I think there was a question last week and 

an answer was given. The objective of the trust is to provide to the University operational 

and financial flexibility and autonomy so that when they run the programmes, they can 

generate revenues which can be used by the University for its other projects and 

developments. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, will the hon. Minister be 

ready to table the Memorandum of Understanding? 

 

Mr Gokhool: There is no problem. I will do that. 

 

 



 



UoM/UTM – ACADEMIC YEAR 2008-2009 – INTAKE (01/07/08) 

 

(No. B/759) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas and 

Floreal) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether in 

regard to the intake of students at the University of Mauritius and the 

University of Technology for the academic year 2008-2009, he will, for the 

benefit of the House, obtain information as to if the number thereof will be 

doubled, and if so, the measures that have been or are being taken to cater 

for the increased number of students. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, in line with Government 

policy to increase access to post secondary and tertiary education as 

enunciated in the Budget Speech 2008/2009, the two public universities and 

other publicly funded tertiary educational institutions have taken steps to 

increase student intake as from next Academic Year as follows - 

 

The UoM has already initiated to cater measures for an increased 

number of student admissions from the figure of 3089 in 2007 – 2008 

to 4467 in 2008-2009. These include the merging of classes to 

optimise access and use of resources, use of flexible programmes, the 

rationalisation of infrastructure usage and introduction of foundation courses. This will 

result in an increase of 45% of the intake compared to last year. 

 

The possibility of using underutilised capacity of private institutions 

through some form of collaboration to run joint programmes with award 

made by the UoM and the UTM will also be explored. 

 

As regards the University of Technology, Mauritius, I am informed 

that the intake for Academic Year 2007/2008 which was 900 will be doubled 

in 2008/2009 so as to reach 1800 by 2009. I am further informed that due to 

space constraint at the La Tour Koenig campus, UTM which already has 

recourse to rented accommodation at IVTB, Pointe aux Sables and MIE and 

MCA will rent additional space for afternoon lectures. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the measures which I have just enunciated 

shall in no way be detrimental to the quality of higher education delivered. 

 

To respond to the challenge of broadening access and enabling more of our 

qualified youth to have access to higher education, our universities have had 

to revisit their mode of operation. 

 

Today, it is unimaginable to have class sizes of 25, 30 or 40. To assist 

teaching and learning to larger groups of students, all classrooms are being 

equipped with new educational technology tools such as laptops, PCs and 



LCD projectors. At the same time, all laboratories are being upgraded. For 

instance, the University of Mauritius is investing in equipment and is 

purchasing 300 PCs. 

 

We live in a virtual world where access to knowledge should not be 

only limited to the classroom. Students should have access to information 

anywhere on the campus. The UoM library is being upgraded to increase 

space and access to the internet through WiFi connections. 

 

The above, together with the Quality Assurance System already in 

place will ensure quality of teaching and learning in higher education. 

 

I assure hon. Members that my Ministry is ensuring that measures 

announced in the 2008/2009 Budget with regard to broadening access to 

higher education are effectively implemented on a progressive basis. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the hon. Minister has 

mentioned several measures. Will he confirm that these measures will be 

ready for resumption of studies in six weeks? For example, he has 

mentioned additional space in the library, PCs in all classrooms. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, action has been taken, but I 

cannot say that all the measures will be completed at the beginning of the 

academic year. This is an ongoing process. The University is taking steps 

for the smooth running of courses at the university. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, right now, there is no space for 

students in the library. With the increase in the number of students, I can 

imagine what will be the situation. On the other hand, regarding the 

teaching staff – actually, it is a big problem - has the University already 

embarked on recruitment of additional staff for the next academic year? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, as regards recruitment of staff, 

the exercise has started. Concerning the library, true it is that there is a 

problem of space. I have been informed that action is being taken to 

increase access to internet facilities, so that students will not have to go to 

the library. Meanwhile, the library facilities are being upgraded. I don’t 

think all this can happen overnight, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir. 

 

Mr Soodhun: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the hon. Minister said that 

there will also be evening classes. The fact that there is a big problem of 

transport encountered by the students, has the hon. Minister taken on board 

this problem with regard to evening classes? 



 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, this is a practical problem. 

But, we have taken steps so that part-time courses, where normally students 

have their own transport facilities, are run in the late evening. We have to 

make sure that students who attend full-time courses, and who do not have 

transport facilities, do not face these difficulties. 

 

Mr Ganoo: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I am sure the hon. Minister must 

have been apprised of the apprehensions of Mr Mohamedbhai, who certainly 

knows what he is talking about. One of these apprehensions is that, with the 

doubling of students, the lecturers will have less time to do research work, 

especially in view of the pressure that will be put upon them with the 

increase in the number of students. How does the hon. Minister react to 

that? 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, it seems that wisdom comes to 

people after they leave the institution itself. The question asked by the hon. 

Member relates to quality assurance… 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

The hon. Members on the other side of the House have also to listen to what I have 

to say! have to say! 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Third class Opposition! 

 

Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the university has got… 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

The Deputy Speaker: A question has been put. Let the hon. Minister 

reply! 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Order, please! Hon. Jhugroo! 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the university usually has 

quality assurance processes. For example, there is the Senate, there is the 

pro vice-Chancellor looking after teaching and learning, there is a team that 

looks after quality assurance, and there are advisory committees. The system 



is in place. Let me also inform the House that we have a system of external 

examination to look at the quality of education offered by the university. I 

can assure the hon. Member that all these aspects have been taken into 

consideration. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the hon. Minister mentioned 

that we must forget classes of 25-30. Can he assure the House that when are 

going to have large groups, the university will have the same facilities as 

universities abroad? 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

True it is that we have lectures of 100, 200 and 300. Of course! 

 

The Deputy Speaker: Hon. Mrs Labelle, put your question! 

 

Mrs Labelle: The hon. Deputy Prime Minister & Minister of Finance 

is just… 

 

The Deputy Speaker: But, you are not supposed to respond to the 

hon. Deputy Prime Minister. 

 

Mrs Labelle: Yes, but I have been disturbed, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir. 

 

The Deputy Speaker: You have let yourself be disturbed. Put your 

question! 

 

Mrs Labelle: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, if we are looking forward to 

have classes of 100 or 200, will the hon. Minister of Education ensure that 

we have the same facilities, that is, tutorials, teaching assistance? This is the 

question. We cannot compare… 

 

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member has made her point. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, all I can say to the hon. lady is 

that, in line with our vision for a world-class quality education, we are going 

to provide world-class facilities at the University of Mauritius. 

 

At 1.00 p.m the sitting was suspended. 

 

On resuming at 2.30 p.m. with the Deputy Speaker in the Chair. 

 

The Deputy Speaker: Hon. Members, the Table has been advised 



that Parliamentary Question No. B/760 has been withdrawn. 

 

PAUL OCTAVE WIEHE AUDITORIUM - “YOUR RIGHT TO 

KNOW ORGANISATION” – REQUEST (01/07/08) 

 

(No. B/773) Mrs M. Martin (Second Member for Curepipe and 

Midlands) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether 

he is aware of an incident which occurred on Saturday 04 June 2008 at the 

University of Mauritius, whereby the members of the ‘Your Right to Know 

Committee’ were not allowed to hold a meeting on the premises thereof and, 

if so, will he, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the University of 

Mauritius, information as to the reasons why they have not been allowed to 

do so. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, at the very outset I would like 

to draw the attention of the hon. Member that the date to which reference is 

made in the question, is Saturday 14 June and not 04 June, which was a 

Wednesday. 

 

I am informed by the University of Mauritius as follows - 

(i) a request from ‘Your Right to Know’ a Non- 

Governmental Organisation, was received for the use of 

the Paul Octave Wiehe Auditorium, on 14 June 2008; 

(ii) subsequently, on the eve of the event, i.e. 13 June 2008, 

at 15.45 hours, a letter from the Students’ Union reached 

the University administration to the effect that the event 

was to be held with its collaboration and hence the 

Students’ Union was requesting the use of one lecture 

theatre, for same, free of charge. 

 

I am also informed by the University that access to its premises (in 

this case the Paul Octave Wiehe Auditorium) is subject to payment of the 

appropriate fees, i.e. Rs 6,000. Since payment had not been effected by the 

NGO, access was not acceded to by the University. 

 

Mrs Martin: May I ask the hon. Minister whether members of the 

organisation “Your Right to Know” were made aware that they had to pay 

Rs6,000 to be able to use the auditorium? 

 

Mr Gokhool: The organisation’s name is “Your Right to Know.” It 

must know what is the procedure prevailing at the University. 

 

Mrs Martin: We don’t tell someone about his rights, how do we 



expect him to know? May I ask the hon. Minister what are the activities that 

are carried out by the NGO “Your Right to Know”? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I cannot answer, but I want to tell the hon. Member that 

the rights are always accompanied with responsibilities. 

 

Mrs Martin: Can I ask hon. Minister whether it is because “Your 

Right to know” organization has made different remarks against the 

governmental policy that it has not been authorised to use the auditorium. 

 

The Deputy Speaker: The question does not arise. 

 

Mr Gokhool: I will answer, with your permission, Mr Deputy 

Speaker. 

 

The Deputy Speaker: If the hon. Minister chooses to! 

 

Mr Gokhool: In fact, I have checked all the information, Mr Deputy 

Speaker, Sir. As I said, as regards this organization “Your Right to Know,” 

rights are always accompanied with responsibilities. They made a request to 

the University to use the facilities, but they have to pay and, meanwhile, 

they are sticking posters all around the place. There is academic freedom, 

but we have to live by the spirit, we can’t stretch it so far. They are waiting 

for the permission and meanwhile they are sticking posters all around the 

place. Which University will allow that? 

 

Mr Guimbeau: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the Minister just said that it 

was free of charge. Is that so? 

 

Mr Gokhool: No, Sir. 

 

Mr Guimbeau: Mr Deputy Speaker, I have a letter from the 

University of Mauritius where it is stated that “Paul Octave Wiehe 

Auditorium will be put at your disposal on Saturday 14 June for the 

launching ceremony free of charge.” 

 

The Deputy Speaker: For which organisation? Is it related to this 

organisation? 

 

Mr Giumbeau: Yes, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir. I would like to table 

the letter. It is written “free of charge” and now they say that it has to pay. 

 

Mr Gokhool: The hon. Member can table the information. 



 

UNIVERSITY OF MAURITIUS - EVENING COURSES - 

TRANSPORT ARRANGEMENTS (22/07/08) 

 

(No. B/902) Mr S. Soodhun (Fifth Member for La Caverne and 

Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether, in 

regard to the University of Mauritius, he will, for the benefit of the House, 

obtain from the University, information as to the number of students – 

(a) attending the University; 

(b) enlisted for the next academic year, and 

(c) if public transport arrangements have been made for the 

students attending the evening courses. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am informed by the University of 

Mauritius as follows – 

(a) 7833 students have been attending the University, during 

Academic Year 2007/2008; 

(b) the total enrolment for Academic Year 2008/2009 is projected 

to reach 9343 students; 

(c) in general, full-time programmes are run up to 6.00 p.m and 

public transport is available until 6.45 p.m. As regards parttime 

students, most of whom are employed, they make their 

own arrangements when lectures finish after 6.45 p.m; 

 

Mr Soodhun: Mr Speaker, Sir, can the hon. Minister give some 

clarifications concerning public transport for students attending evening 

courses? Is the hon. Minister also aware that for the time being they are 

facing a lot of problems? For example, Mr Speaker, Sir, for students 

residing at Flacq, GRSE and Rose-Belle, how are they going to attend the 

evening courses? Has the hon. Minister given thought to it and whether any 

provision has been made for public transport? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I have mentioned that the full-time programmes end at 

6 p.m. and the students can have transport facilities till 6.45 p.m. But I think 

the hon. Member will agree that the University cannot give customised, 

tailor-made transport facilities to each and every student. However, having 

said that, the University does take into account whenever there are transport 

problems; it liaises with the NTA, the bus companies and the relevant 

authorities to find solutions. 

 

Mr Soodhun: Mr Speaker, Sir, according to my information it is not 

the exact answer which the hon. Minister is giving. Can he inform the 

House how many students are following the evening courses at the 



University? 

_ 

Mr Gokhool: I don’t have the figures but, as I said, even students 

who follow the evening courses do usually take … 

 

(Interruptions) 

 

Mr Speaker: I understand the predicament of the hon. Member. 

Insofar as the transport situation is concerned, I think he will better address 

the question to the Minister in charge of public transport to see how public 

transport can be put at their disposal. 

 

Mr Soodhun: Last time, when I put the question to the hon. Minister 

at Budget time, he answered that a Monitoring Committee has been set up. 

 

Now the hon. Minister is changing the answer. He said that it is not the 

Monitoring Committee which is looking at it. According to my information, 

nowadays the students are getting lots of problems after 6 o’clock. The fact 

that the hon. Minister has just mentioned that they are going to have evening 

courses, the problem will be acute and those students would not be able to 

go to the University. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Since the hon. Member seems to be so genuine, I 

would request him to submit the facts which I will transmit to the University 

and I will ask the University to look into it in the committee that usually 

meets. 

 

POLICE OFFICERS – POLICE STUDIES - BSc (HONS) DEGREE (05/08/08) 

 

(No. B/1031) Mr S. Dayal (Second Member for Quartier Militaire 

& Moka) asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Defence & Home Affairs, 

Minister of Civil Service & Administrative Reforms and Minister of 

Rodrigues & Outer Islands whether, in regard to the Police Officers who are 

holders of a BSc (Hons) degree in Police Studies, he will for the benefit of 

the House, obtain from the Commissioner of Police, information as to – 

(a) the number thereof, as at to date, and 

(b) where matters stand in regard to the scheme proposed for 

providing new avenues and creating more opportunities for 

their advancement in the hierarchy in the Police Force. 

 

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am informed by the 

Commissioner of Police that to date, 249 Police Officers hold a BSc (Hons) 

in Police Studies. 



 

As regards part (b) of the question, I am further informed that with a 

view to enhancing the career prospects of police graduates, the Cadet 

Scheme is being reviewed to enable holders of BSc (Hons) in Police Studies 

to join the scheme. 

 

The proposed scheme of service for Cadet Officer has already been 

worked out and is being re-examined in the light of the PRB Report 2008. 

 

I wish to refer the hon. Member to the reply I made to PQ No. B/819 

on 24 July 2007 where I stated that the Commissioner of Police has made 

certain proposals to open up avenues for a better utilisation of the 

knowledge, skills and abilities acquired by the Police Officers. However, 

some of the proposals are very likely to have repercussions in other services. 

 

The implications of these proposals are therefore being thoroughly examined at 

the level of my Office. 

 

Furthermore, I wish to point out that the PRB has made appropriate 

recommendations in order to reward Public Officers including Police 

Officers, who acquire additional qualifications by payment of additional 

increments. 

 

Mr Dayal: Mr Speaker, Sir, can the hon. Prime Minister confirm to 

the House that it was in his first mandate that this course was initiated and it 

was following a report of “EFFECT consultant”, as far back as 28 June 

1997, which found that the training offered to Police officers and new 

recruits were more of a military nature than on core Police work? 

 

The Prime Minister: I can confirm, Mr Speaker, Sir, that it was 

further to this report that we decided to start the BSc (Hons) in Police 

Studies and I am glad to say that today 249 Police Officers hold a BSc 

(Hons) in Police Studies. 

 
UNIVERSITY OF MAURITIUS – ADMISSION 2008-2009 

 (19/08/08) 

 

(No. B/1158) Mrs L. D. Dookun-Luchoomun (Third Member for 

La Caverne and Phoenix) asked the Minister of Education and Human 

Resources whether, in regard to the University of Mauritius, he will, for the 

benefit of the House, obtain from the University – 

(a) information as to the number of students admitted thereat 

for the academic year 2008-2009, and 



(b) a list of the courses, which are no more offered, 

indicating the reasons therefor, in each case. 

 

Mr Gokhool: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am informed by the University of 

Mauritius as follows – 

(a) as at date, 2825 students have registered for the 2008-2009 

academic year. The projection made was 4467. 3980 seats 

were offered, and 

(b) as has been the practice for several years, the University 

proposes in its advertisement a wide range of programmes of 

studies to prospective students. Inevitably, certain programmes 

do not fetch the required number of applicants and therefore 

cannot be run for efficiency reasons (high investment/cost 

compared to very few candidates). Out of a total of 133 

courses, 17 will not be run. I am tabling a list of the courses 

that will not be run. A fresh advertisement has been issued by 

UoM to give another choice to candidates to join other courses 

where seats are available. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. 

Minister for the subjects which have been cancelled, whether a certain 

number of applicants had applied for these and if so, the number of seats that 

were filled? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I don’t have this information, but there is a critical 

number of candidates who should register for the programme to be run. I 

believe the University has taken this into consideration and has decided not 

to run these courses. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. 

Minister if a survey was carried out beforehand to decide on the courses that 

would be offered to students? 

 

Mr Gokhool: This is normal practice. When the University plans the 

courses, it has got various consultations with the private sector; there are 

various committees and then they come with a list of programmes. There is 

also the question of demand and supply. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. 

Minister whether any inquiry was carried out to find out why there are about 

1,900 students, if I am not mistaken, who have chosen not to be admitted to 

the University? 

 



Mr Gokhool: No enquiry has been carried out but, as is the practice, 

some students apply for various universities. Some get the seats, others 

decide not to join universities and take up a job. There are various reasons 

and this happens every year. 

 

Mr Gunness: Mr Speaker, Sir, can I know from the hon. Minister 

what lapse of time there is between the closing date of calling for 

applications and the students are informed whether they have got a seat or 

not? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I will not be able to give a precise answer, but there is 

a certain period which is given for them to apply and then they are informed 

whether they have got a seat or not. 

 

Mr Gunness: I am asking this question because in cases of courses 

where we have very few candidates, I suppose that these students lose their 

chance to get admitted in another institution. In September, when they are 

told that the courses are not being offered, they have no possibility to apply 

for another institution. 

 

Mr Gokhool: As is the case, normally, students apply to various 

universities. But, for students who apply for the University and do not get a 

seat, a new advertisement is made by the University so that they are given 

the chance to apply for other courses. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: May I ask the hon. Minister whether he 

tried to find out for students who did not choose to get admitted to the 

University whether there is no link between this shortfall in number with the 

fact that these students could not pay for the fees at the University? 

 

Mr Gokhool: I don’t have this answer, but we can find out from the 

University. 

 

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I ask the hon. 

Minister whether he has got the information about the number of students 

who have benefited from the special loan scheme for admission, in this term, 

to the University? 

 

Mr Speaker: I am sorry! It does not relate to the question. Next 

question! 

 

UNIVERSITY OF MAURITIUS – CAFETERIA ?(19/08/08) 

 



(No. B/1182) Mr G. Lesjongard (Second Member for Port Louis 

North and Montagne Longue) asked the Minister of Education and Human 

Resources whether, in regard to the cafeteria of the University of Mauritius, he 

will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the University, information as to 

if any outstanding amount is due by the operator thereof and, if so, indicate the 

measures that have or will be taken to recover same. 

 

Reply: I am informed by the University of Mauritius that there is no 

outstanding balance as at date in respect of payments from the Cafeteria 

operator. However, two to three months arrears were noted during the previous 

years. These arrears were subsequently offset against amount due by the UoM 

to the Cafeteria in respect of services provided by the latter for University 

functions. 

 

The University of Mauritius is closely monitoring payments received 

from the Cafeteria Operator. 
 


